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THEORY OF SYSTEMS OF RAYS 
/, Read December 13, 1824.* 
[Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy, vol. 15 (1828), pp. 69-174.] 


INTRODUCTION 


Those who have hitherto written upon the properties of Systems of Rays, have confined them- 
selves for the most part to the consideration of those particular systems, which are produced by 
ordinary reflexion and refraction at plane surfaces and at surfaces of revolution. Malus, indeed, 
in his Traité D'Optique, has considered the subject in a more general manner, and has made 
some valuable remarks upon systems of rays, disposed in any manner in space, or issuing from 
any given surface according to any given law; but besides that those remarks are far from 
exhausting the subject, Malus appears to me to have committed some important errors, in the 
application of his theory to the systems produced by combinations of mirrors and lenses. And 
with the exception of this author, I am not aware that any one has hitherto sought to investigate, 
in all their generality, the properties of optical systems; much less to establish principles 
respecting systems of rays in general, which shall be applicable not only to the theory of light, 
but also to that of sound and of heat. To establish such principles, and to investigate such 
properties is the aim of the following essay. I hope that mathematicians will find its results and 
reasonings interesting, and that they will pardon any defects which they may perceive in the 
execution of so abstract and extensive a design. 


Observatory, 
June 1827. 


CONTENTS: 


Part First: On Ordinary Systems of Reflected Rays. 
Part SECOND: On Ordinary Systems of Refracted Rays. 
Part THIRD: On Extraordinary Systems, and Systems of Rays in general. 


PART FIRST. ON ORDINARY SYSTEMS OF REFLECTED RAYS 
I. Analytic expressions of the Law of Ordinary Reflexion. 
The sum of the cosines of the angles which an incident and a reflected ray, measured from the mirror, 
make with any assumed line, is equal to the cosine of the angle which the normal to the mirror makes 
with the same line, multiplied by twice the cosine of incidence; this theorem determines immediately 


the angles which a reflected ray makes with three rectangular axes, when we know the corresponding 
angles for the incident ray, and the tangent plane to the mirror.  . . > Ee o yA 


* Since this paper was first read before the Academy, various delays have occurred, which postponed the 
printing until the present time; I have availed myself of these delays, to add some developments and applications 
of my Theory, which would, I thought, be useful. [See Appendix, Note 1, p. 462.] 

t [See Appendix, Note 2, p. 463.] 

1 [The paper, as originally published, contained only Part First. Part Second is now printed for the first time 
from manuscript. We have not been able to find the manuscript of Part Third.] 
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Principle of Least Action; the sum of the distances of the point of incidence, from any two assumed 
points, situated on the two rays, is equal to the corresponding sum, for any point, indefinitely near, 
upon the mirror, (the distances being counted negative when the assumed points are on the rays pro- 
duced) : consequences respecting ellipsoid, hyperboloid, paraboloid, and plane mirrors. : 3, 4, 5. 


IL Theory of Focal Mirrors. 


A Focal Mirror is one which would reflect to a given point the rays of a given system ; differential 


equation of such mirrors. : 6. 
In order that this ers idend tis integrable, the fete’ 3 rays tud dh penni to a 
surface. . "RM de. 


When this wadia is krina, the inira expresses s that the iila pant dad rues, by the 
light, in going from the perpendicular surface to the Focal Mirror, and from this to the Focus, is of a 
constant length, the same for all the rays. ; : : ; : . 9. 

The Focal Mirror is the enveloppe of a certain series ot diidedidá. ; $ : : ECT si 


III. Surfaces of Constant Action. 


When rays issuing from a luminous point, or from a perpendicular surface, have been any number 
of times reflected, they are cut perpendicularly by a series of surfaces, possessing this property, that the 
whole polygon path traversed by the light, in arriving at any one of them, is of a constant length, the 


same for all the rays. a . . > « , 11, 12. 
Reasons for calling these Jar ach Ci pen p^ owtidnt Action. " ; . à : $ 13. 
Distinction of these surfaces into positive and negative. $ . 14. 


Each surface of constant action is the enveloppe of a certain series of Siri, if ih be itself a 
sphere, the final rays all pass through the centre of that sphere; it is den possible to choose the 
final mirror, so as to satisfy this condition. . : n " ‘ . . (5. |? 


IV. Classification of Systems of Rays. 


Elements of Position of a ray ; a system in which there is but one such element, is a system of the 
first class; a system with two elements of position, is a system of the second class ; the principal systems 


of optics belong to these two classes. > , : ^ " 16, 17. 
A system is rectangular when the rays are qiiam dicas) to a = " ‘ " 18. 
In such a system, the cosines of the angles that a ray makes with the axes of en ovdi on. are equal 
to the partial differentials of a certain characteristic function. , . ‘ 5 . 19, 20. 


V. On the pencils of a Reflected System. 


The rays that are reflected from any assumed curve upon the mirror, compose a partial system of 


the first class, and have a pencil for their locus. i s $ 21, 22. 
An infinite number of these pencils may be ME bn Pg rays of a pm reflected system ; 
functional equation of these pencils. $ " v 3028 


The arbitrary function in this equation, may a daonnan by de udis o. passing through a 
given curve, or enveloping a given surface ; application of these principles to problems of painting and 


perspective. . a Es. 
We may also Aisina the atitea funcion, and thus oblia a ‘partial differential equation of the 
first order, representing all the pencils of the system. e $ F à . : . Jays s 


VI. On the developable pencils, the two foci of a ray, and the caustic curves and surfaces. 


Each ray of a reflected system has two developable pencils passing through it, and therefore touches 
two caustic curves, in two corresponding foci, which are contained upon two caustic surfaces. . 26. 
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Equations which determine these several circumstances. . à : ; : . 27, 28, 29. 
Examples. . " š 2 . . : S. 90. 
Remarks upon the ibis of the dis d curves Lidia adis. x i i f . coos dk 


VII. Lines of reflection on a mirror. 


The eurves in which the developable pencils meet the mirror, are called the lines of reflexion; 
differential equations of these lines; example. y : . 32, 33, 34. 
Formule which determine at once the foci, and the i of ins pecie í ; zoe Sis 


VIIL On RAIN Focal Mirrors. 


Object of this section. i 36. 
When parallel rays fall on a ducat: mirror, "m Siitani of ia Put isis of ailn. are the 
directions of osculation of the greatest and least MS paraboloids; and the two foci of the reflected 
ray are the foci of those paraboloids. : t : A è ‘ Qn 3T. 
In general the directions of the lines of reflexion are tha directions of osculation of the greatest and 
least osculating focal mirrors; and the two foci of the ray are the foci of those two mirrors. . 38. 
The variation of the cndiabing focal length, between its extreme limits, follows an analogous law, 
to the variation of the radius of an osculating sphere. À : Mal! 
If on the plane passing through a given reflected ray and ronal a given diii of osculation, 
we project the ray reflected from a consecutive point on that direction, the projection will cross the 
given ray in the osculating focus corresponding. i ó : . > . . R R^ MÀ 


IX. On thin and undevelopable pencils. 


Functional equation of thin pencils. . 4 41. 
When we look at à luminous point by any LL AITNE ot mirrors, CAT EEE Te Pe of 
the bownding pencil of vision is an ellipse, except two which are circular; namely, the section at the 
eye, and the section whose distance from the eye is an harmonic mean Dach the distances of the two 
foci; when the eye is beyond the foci the radius of this harmonie circular section is less than the semi- 


axis of any of the elliptic sections. . , $5 44. 
Whatever be the shape of a thin Beds BERERE it bs amd T area of. a TESST N RA section 
varies as the product of the focal distances. `. : "ve sid 


The tangent plane to an undevelopable pencil is aS AU he Y in Tv SE extent of a 
ray; it is inclined to a certain limiting plane, at an angle whose tangent is equal to a constant 
coefficient divided by the distance of the point of contact from a certain fixed point upon the ray ; pro- 
perties of the fixed point, the constant coefficient, and the limiting plane. . - $ 44, 45. 


X. On the axes of a Reflected System. 


The intersection of the two caustic surfaces of a reflected system, reduces itself in general to a finite 
number of isolated points, at which the density of light is greatest; these points may be called the 
principal foci, and the corresponding rays the axes of the system ; determination of these points and rays 
by means of the characteristic function. . i CSS £6. 

Each axis is intersected in its own focus by all the té indeitnitely near ; this foeda belongs to an 
- osculating focal mirror, which has contact of the second order with the given mirror, at a point which 


may be called the vertex. : à pU, 

The principal focus is also the alee of a series of s ulia, which Bav datt of the second order 

with the surfaces of constant action. : : : : - . j ; i à 48. 

Examples. i " , ; à i à $ : ; , ; ; à “49, 50. 
1-2 
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XI. Images formed by Mirrors. 


The image of a luminous point, formed by any given combination of mirrors, is the principal focus 
of the last reflected system; the image of a curve or surface is the locus of the images of its points. 51. 
Example ; the image of a planet’s disk, formed by a single mirror, is in general an ellipse; its pro- 
jection on a plane perpendicular to the reflected rays is a circle, the radius of which is equal to the 
focal length of the mirror multiplied by the semidiameter of the planet. . ; s í 52, 53. 
General theorem respecting the images of small objects, formed by any combination of mirrors. ^ 54. 
There are, in general, one or more ways of placing a given mirror so as to produce an undistorted 
image of a planet; the points which are to be used as vertices for this purpose, are determined by two 
relations between the partial differentials, third order, of the mirror. ; ; ; ^ 2 M. 


XII. Aberrations. 


General series for calculating the lateral aberrations by means of the characteristic function; the 
longitudinal aberrations do not exist for reflected systems in general; but there are certain analogous 
quantities, calculated in the third part of this essay. . : : 56, 57, 

First application ; aberrations measured on a plane which Aion sok Sca cong either focus; the 
rays which make with the given ray angles not Rus some given small Nes are diffused over the 
area of an ellipse. . : : s: £208. 

Second application ; HARI MERI on a os Ted iah one won de the rays which 
were before diffused over the area of an ellipse, are now diffused over a mixt-lined space, bounded partly 
by a curve shaped like a figure of eight, and partly by an are of a common parabola, which envelopes 
the other curve ; quadrature of this mixt-lined space, and calculation of the coefficients of the result, by 
means of the Becks ae of the caustic surface. ° i : . 59, 60, 61. 

Third application; aberrations measured on a plane pakiki EERIE Y a principal focus; the rays 
which make with the given ray a given small angle, cut the plane of aberration in an ellipse; if the 
focus be inside this ellipse, the intermediate rays are diffused over the area of that curve; otherwise 
they are diffused over a mixt-lined space, bounded partly by an arc of the ellipse, and partly by two 
limiting lines, namely the tangents drawn from the focus. ^ V WM 

The distinction between these two cases depends on the nature of is Ru of à T Us quadratic 
equation; when the focus is inside the ellipse, the caustic surfaces do not intersect the plane of aberra- 
tion; but when the focus is outside, then the caustic surfaces intersect that plane in the limiting lines 
balora mentioned. . : , MM S. 

This distinction depends MEA on the ioi of à ENT ET iini Viol the Ioni is inside tnere 
are three directions of focal inflexion on the mirror, and of spheric inflexion on the surfaces of constant 
action, but when the focus is outside, there is but one such direction; the aberrations of the second 
order vanish, when there is contact of the third order between the mirror and the focal surface, or 
between the surfaces of constant action and their osculating spheres. : . : i 64, 65. 


XIII. Density. 


Method by which Malus computed the density for points not upon the caustic surfaces; other 
method founded on the principles of this essay ; along a given ray, the density varies inversely as the 
product of the focal distances; near a caustic surface it varies inversely as the square root of the 
perpendicular distance from that surface. ; «cd f. rM, ON 5, 60, 

Law of the density at the caustic surfaces; bis deis is RA at the principal foci, and at 
a bright edge, the locus of the points upon the caustic curves, at which their radius of curvature 
vanishes. ; - ] ; ` f ; i é ; ; j j : ; 69, 70. 
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Density near a principal focus ; ellipses or hyperbolas, upon the plane of aberration, at which this 
density is constant; the axes of these curves may be considered as natural axes of coordinates; the 
density at the principal focus itself is expressed by an elliptic integral, the value of which depends on 
the excentricity of the ellipses or hyperbolas, at which the density is constant. — 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76. 


PART SECOND. ON ORDINARY SYSTEMS OF REFRACTED RAYS 


XIV. Analytic expressions of the law of ordinary refraction. 
Fundamental formula of dioptrics ; principle of least action ; cartesian surfaces. xa RT YG 


XV. On focal refractors, and on the surfaces of constant action. 


Differential equation of focal refractors; this equation is integrable, when the incident rays are 
perpendicular to a surface; form of the Hund ; the focal refractor is the enveloppe of a certain series 


of cartesian surfaces. . 80. 
When homogeneous rays aed edn any T SE of pm redacted hd A IN they" are cut 
perpendicularly by the surfaces of constant action. . ` / ‘ . : ‘ ‘ Bn A 


XVI. Characteristic Function. 


The systems produced by ordinary reflexion and refraction being all rectangular, the properties of 
every such system may be deduced from the form of one characteristic function, whose partial 
differentials of the first order, are proportional to the cosines of the angles that the ray makes with the 
axes, , . . . . . . . . ‘ , i . . . i eet 82, 


XVII. Principal properties of a refracted system. 


The results contained in the preceding part, respecting the pencils of a reflected system, the lines of 
reflexion, the caustic curves and surfaces, the osculating focal surfaces, the axes of the system, the 
principal foci, the images, erent and dg may all be iani with suitable modifications, to 
refracted systems also. . ‘ ‘ , A . . 88, 84, 85, 86. 


XVIII. On the determination of reflecting and refracting surfaces, by their 
lines of reflexion and refraction. 


Analogy to questions in the application of analysis to geometry. . 87. 
Remarks on a question of this kind, which has been treated by Malus; i pdt of ‘has same question 
on the principles of this essay. ` . . 88, 89. 
Questions of this kind conduct in ditat to iila] differential MSN of the second order; 
another example, which conducts to a case of the equation of vibrating chords. . : $74.90, 
The partial differential equation, which expresses the condition for the lines of reflexion or refraction 
coinciding with one another, resolves itself into two distinct equations; the surfaces represented by the 
integral, are the focal reflectors or refractors. . : à : T ` ; é $ er? 41. 


XIX. On the determination of reflecting and refracting surfaces, by means of their caustic surfaces, 


Object of this section. ; i i « s . i ‘ e 1792. 
Remarks on the analogous disini ee of by Ing , . : . 2598. 
Method of reducing to those questions, the problems of the present —— è . US. 94. 


Another method of treating the same problems, which conducts to partial differential equations of 
an order higher by unity ; example, in the case where it is required to find a mirror, which shall have 
one set of its foci upon a given sphere, the incident rays being parallel; the complete integral, with two 
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arbitrary functions, represents here the enveloppe of a series of paraboloids, which have their foci upon 
the given sphere; there is also a singular primitive, of the first order, representing the mirrors which 


have the sphere for one of their caustic surfaces. " A : À 4 s T A 95, 96. 
Generalization of the preceding results. ; $ i icio BE 
Remarks on other questions of the same Vidi vidi ER to MRS: in ordinary 

differentials. . : : «i. 9B. 


The partial differential istia hike APES the bóndilión for the bad litio Suita coinciding, 
resolves itself into two other equations which are peculiar to the focal reflectors or refractors: however, 
these two equations determine, on some particular reflecting and refracting surfaces, a line of focal 
curvature, analogous to the line of spheric curvature, which exists upon some curved surfaces, . 99, 


XX. On the caustics of a given reflecting or refracting curve. 


General theorem respecting the arc of a caustic curve; means of finding by this elu the curves 
corresponding to a given caustic. . ; i : emet 

As an infinite number of curves FEIN" to the same US PUR so alii an gp number of 
caustics correspond to the same given curve; these caustics have for their locus a surface of circular 
profile, and are the shortest lines between two points upon it; this surface envelopes all the caustic 
surfaces, corresponding to the reflectors or refractors, upon which the given curve is a line of reflection 
or refraction. $ , 1 í : ^ A ^ ; : à : : à 101, 102. 


XXL On the conditions of Achromatism. 


The coordinates of the image of a luminous point, formed by any given combination of lenses and 
mirrors, are functions of the colour of the rays; hence may be deduced series for the chromatic aberra- 
tions, and conditions for achromatism, perfect or approximate. ; . $ . ‘ 103, 104. 


XXII. On systems of atmospheric rays. 


Equations of an atmospheric ray.  . . ei 105 
These rays are perpendicular to the escis of sentient diia; ud the propáetin of the system 
may all be deduced from the form of one characteristic function.  . à Á ; ^ . 106. 


PART THIRD. ON EXTRAORDINARY SYSTEMS, AND SYSTEMS OF 
RAYS IN GENERAL 


XXIII. On plane systems of rays. 


Object of this third part. f " AE LUA 
Equation of a ray in a plane system, PB p for the fooal coined, and m the are and curvature 
of the caustic curve. r i i cr AS, 
General series and Tito Na for de "ie Be joco lods idt lonis principal 
foci, and axes of a plane system. . ; . ‘ , ; ; i : 109, 110, 111, 
Properties of the rectangular edes dti. : . ? I , $0 AER, 
Least linear space, into which can be collected a given parcel of rays near an axis of a plane 
system, s y ‘ s ^ 4 : . . ‘ 113. 
On finding the nidis e means of the iaiia : - , 114. 
On plane emanating systems ; general theorem respecting tie focal Dedi of dein reflecting and 
refracting curves, ordinary and extraordinary. j i ; : , à ; ‘ nd G 0 
Plane curves having a given caustic; focal curves. . " . , à " à 4) SUMAS 
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XXIV. On developable systems. 
A developable system is a system of the first class, in which the rays have a vire gue pencil for 


their locus; equations of a ray ; condition of opa p i i i $ , , 117. 
Fitio for the caustic curve. ‘ , . ero 18, 
Aberrations ; formula for the radius of bendi of a curve in M 3 ; principal foci and axes of a 

developable system. : : , 119, 120, 121. 


Remarks upon some bed of dinchoobbid sich sadi as curve surfaces. 122, 123, 124. 


XXV. On undevelopable systems. 


Generalisation of the results of the IXth section, respecting the tangent plane, the limiting plane, 
the virtual focus, and the coefficient of undevelopability. ; , > : , : i3. MU 
Virtual caustic, and axes of an undevelopable pencil. , ‘ i wi. EGT 
Directrix of the pencil ; every undevelopable surface composed of right ose zu be generated by 
one of the indefinite sides of a rectangle of variable breadth, whose other indefinite side constantly 
touches the directrix, while its plane constantly osculates to that curve. r i j 127, 128. 
Pencils having a given directrix ; ?soplatal surfaces. : , P 129, 130. 
The surfaces of centres of OU of an undevelopable nel are ng fb of a series of 
hyperboloids; formule for the two radii of curvature; these two radii are turned in opposite directions ; 
lines of equal and opposite curvature, — . à i 131. 
When the ray is an axis of the Madovelégahle 2k "the ike of d of AGIA SEN is a common 
hyperbola ; point of evanescent curvature at which the normal to the pencil is an asymptote to the 
hyperbola of centres; point in which the ray touches the directrix; these two points are equally distant 
from the focus. . i i R4. 
On every surface vies pants Mss are ai terna ee un in series of TER LETS may be called 
the lines of inflexion ; properties of these lines ; on the surfaces of least area, the lines of inflexion cut 
at right angles.  . è : ; i 133. 
Aberrations in an illati aratah; vitih drdisudtis of the pane ; ^ 134, 135. 


XXVI. On systems of the second, class. 


General formulz for these systems ; condition of rectangularity ; equation of the surfaces which cut 


the rays perpendieularly when this condition is satisfied. . , > . ». . 196, 
Pencils of the system ; caustic surfaces; when the system is Sanaian the APRN SI M of these 

surfaces reduces itself to a finite number of points. : : : 137, 138. 
Virtual foci of a ray ; virtual caustic surfaces ; diametral iüitióe; bofidfgal virtual foci. . ^ 139. 


Law of the variation of the virtual focus; the din of extreme virtual foci cut one another at right 
angles; generalization of the results of the IXth section respecting the properties of thin pencils, 140. 
On emanating systems. . : . w^ Saks 
Foci by projection; the planes Moapi 7 dud EAA fou br detects, coincide with the 
planes of extreme virtual foci; they furnish a pair of natural coordinates, which are of extensive use 
in optics. e è $ 142, 
Osculating focal tilii: the pnm idi teast Have hele foci dos the T surfaces, and 
. osculate in the directions in which the developable pencils intersect the surface from which the rays 


proceed. ; à 1 , - r . : s i : ote FSS, 
Applications of this iilos. ^ à > 144, 145, 146, 147. 
Caustics of a given curve; mn of itipebaliy, whieh are pineal for the existence of focal 
surfaces. è > . è i : . ` ; b ‘ à ; e ` . | 148, 
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8 I. THEORY OF SYSTEMS OF RAYS 
XXVII. On systems of the third class. 


Object of this section ; limiting surface enveloped by all the cones and other pencils of the system ; 
condition for this surface being touched by all the rays; remarks on the investigations of Malus, 
respecting systems of this kind. ` : | : ; À 1 : - : 149, 150, 151. 


XXVIII. On extraordinary systems produced by single-axed crystals. 


Object of this section; analytic expression of the law of Huygens; principle of least action ; 
characteristic function of an extraordinary system, à : : 152, 153. 
The surfaces of constant action are touched by spheroids, heri TM vanities on the extraordinary 
rays,.and the rays may be considered as proceeding from these surfaces, according to a simple law; when 
the extraordinary rays converge to one focus, the surfaces of constant action become a series of concen- 
tric spheroids, and it is always possible to assign such a form to the surface of the crystal as to satisfy 
this condition: hence it follows, by XXVI., that the extraordinary rays are in general tangents to two 
caustic surfaces, which contain the foci of the greatest and least osculating focal crystals; the directions 
of osculation are the directions of the lines of extraordinary refraction, analogous to those lines of 
ordinary reflexion and refraction which were before considered: the caustic surfaces of the extraordinary 
system contain also the centres of the greatest and least spheroids which osculate to the surfaces of con- 
stant action; the intersection of the caustic surfaces reduces itself in general to a finite number of 
principal foci, analogous to the principal foci of ordinary systems, considered in the two first parts ; 
each principal focus is the centre of a spheroid which has contact of the second order with a surface of 
constant action ; it is also the focus of a focal crystal which has contact of the second order with the 
surface of the given crystal; the partial differential equations which represent crystals corresponding to 
a given caustic surface, are to be integrated after the manner of the second part.  . A 154, 155. 
Condition for the rectangularity of an extraordinary system, expressed by a partial differential 
equation of the second order ; integration of this equation ; the integral expresses that the normals to 
a surface of constant action are tangents to a cylindric surface, whose generating line is parallel to the 
axis of the crystal. : ~ 206. 
The preceding results may ne PETE, ig the otthonai iliis sibel Wy reflexion at the 
interior surface of the crystal; when the extraordinary rays recover their ordinary velocity they become 
again perpendicular to the surfaces of constant action: this theorem enables us to apply the results of 
the two first parts to systems produced by combinations of crystals, mirrors, and lenses. . wt rn 


XXIX. On other extraordinary systems. 


Law of extraordinary refraction in crystals with two axes; characteristic function of a system pro- 
duced by such a crystal; spheroids of Brewster; surfaces of constant action; the results of the preceding 
sections may be extended to these systems.  . " " 158, 159. 

Remarks on systems produced by crystallized polus of DA MU [Meine nature. Poe 00, 


XXX. Law of least action. 


General expressions of this law; development of these expressions by means ro the calculus of 
variations. In every optical system, the action may be considered as a CHARACTERISTIC FUNCTION, from 
the form of which function may be deduced all the other properties of the system. This function (when 
we know the luminous point, and the reflecting or refracting media) depends only on the coordinates 
and on the colour ; its partial differentials, of the first order, taken with respect to the coordinates, are 
in ordinary systems of the form 


Bie Met aig 
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and in extraordinary systems of the form 

à w Oi w & w 

é&e. 8e dy dp’ às By’ 
a, B, y, being the cosines of the angles which the ray makes with the axes of a, y, z, and v being the 
velocity, estimated on the material hypothesis, and considered, in extraordinary systems, as a homo- 
geneous function, first dimension, of the cosines a, 8, y. Reason for calling this principle the PRINCIPLE 
or Constant ACTION ; analogous principle respecting the motion of a system of bodies. General con- 
sequences of this principle: generalisation of the properties of optical systems, considered in former 
sections of this essay ; the phenomena of coloured systems depend on the partial differentials of the 
characteristic function, taken with respect to the colour. ‘ . i d . 161 to the end. 


CONCLUSION 


Review of the chief results of this essay, and of the manner in which they may be useful; and 
remarks on the researches of former writers, respecting the properties of systems of rays. 


PART FIRST 
ON ORDINARY SYSTEMS OF REFLECTED RAYS 


SECTION I 
Analytic expressions of the law of ordinary reflexion. 


1. When a ray of light is reflected at a mirror, we know by experience that the normal to 
the mirror, at the point of incidence, bisects the angle between the incident and the reflected 
rays. If therefore two forces, each equal to unity, were to act at the point of incidence, in the 
directions of the two rays,* their resultant would act in the direction of the normal, and would 
be equal to twice the cosine of the angle of incidence. If then we denote by (pl) (pl) (nl) the 
angles which the two rays and the normal make respectively with any assumed line (/), and by 
(I) the angle of incidence, we shall have the following formula, 


cos. pl + cos. p’l = 2 cos. I. cos. nl (A) 


which is the analytic representation of the known law of reflexion, and includes the whole theory 
of catoptrics. 


2. It follows from (A) that if we denote by pz, py, pz, p’x, py, p’z, næ, ny, nz, the angles which 
the two rays and the normal make respectively with three rectangular axes, we shall have the 
three following equations, 

COS, pæ + cos. p’” = 2 cos. I. cos. nx 


cos. py + cos. p’y = 2. cos. I. cos. ny (B) 
COS. pz + cos. pz = 2 cos. I . cos. nz 
which determine the direction of the reflected ray, when we know that of the incident ray, and 
the tangent plane to the mirror. 


* [The directions of both rays are away from the mirror.] 


HMP : j 
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3. Let (a, y, z) be the coordinates of the point of incidence; æ+ da, y+ dy, z+ 82, those of a 
point infinitely near; if this point be upon the mirror we shall have 


COS, nx. O9 + cos. ny . Sy + cos. nz. 52 = 0, 


and therefore, by (B), 
0 = cos. pz . du + cos. py . dy + cos. pz . dz 


+ cos. p'z . da + cos. p'y . Sy + cos. p'z . 82. (O) 


Now if we assume any point X, Y, Z, on the incident ray, at a distance p from the mirror, and 
another point X', Y', Z’, on the reflected ray at a distance p' from the mirror, the distances of 
these assumed points from the point w + da, y + dy, z + dz, will be 


aes dp dp 
pa Bp e pt aha Cay s re 
be Bll AY tod à dp’ dp’ 
pp p + Tp bat ay By + Ge. 8s 


and because 
p =(X —aja(Y -y} + (2-2), 


p= QU a} + (¥'—y) + (Z-z), 
dp X-a dp__Y-y dp Z-z 


we shall have 


r E e., p ' d p 

do . ou do (LY wg ef 5 des 

dæ p ) dy |. p > dz p , 
that is 

dp _ dp _ do — 

dg 7 T CS. PH dy = — COS. py, ae COS. pZ, 


Te oil: (04 PV A} WE ibas i 
= — COS. p d, dy COS. PY, 37 COS. p Z; 


and finally, by (C) 
p + dp’ = 0. (D) 
This equation (D) is called the Principle of least Action, because it expresses that if the 
coordinates of the point of incidence were to receive any infinitely small variations consistent 
with the nature of the mirror, the bent path (p--p') would have its variation nothing; and 
if light be a material substance, moving with a velocity unaltered by reflection, this bent path 
p +p’ measures what in mechanics is called the Action, from the one assumed point to the other. 
Laplace * has deduced the formula (D), together with analogous formulae for ordinary and extra- 
ordinary refraction, by supposing light to consist of particles of matter, moving with certain 
determined velocities, and subject only to forces which are insensible at sensible distances. The 
manner in which I have deduced it, is independent of any hypothesis about the nature or the 
velocity of light; but I shall continue to call it, from analogy, the principle of least action. 


4. The formula (D) expresses, that if we assume any two points, one on each ray, the sum 
of the distances of these two assumed points from the point of incidence, is equal to the sum of 
their distances from any infinitely near point upon the mirror, If therefore we construct an 


* [Mémoires de V Académie des Sciences, Ie. Sér., 10 (1810) ; GZuvres, t. 12, pp. 267—298.] 


www.rcin.org.pl 


4-7] I. THEORY OF SYSTEMS OF RAYS 11 


ellipsoid of revolution, having its two foci at the two assumed points, and its axis equal to the 
bent path traversed by the light in going from the one point to the other, this ellipscid will 
touch the mirror at the point of incidence. Hence it may be inferred, that every normal to an 
ellipsoid of revolution bisects the angle between the lines drawn to the two foci; and therefore 
that rays issuing from one focus of an ellipsoid mirror, would be reflected accurately to the other. 


5. These theorems about the ellipsoid have long been known; to deduce the known theorems 
corresponding, about the hyperboloid and plane, I observe that from the manner in which the 
formula (D) has been obtained, we must change the signs of the distances, p, p’, if the assumed 
points X, Y, Z, X’, Y’, Z’, to which they are measured, be not upon the rays themselves, but on 
the rays produced. If therefore we assume one point X, Y, Z, upon the incident ray, and the 
other point X’, Y’, Z’, on the reflected ray produced behind the mirror, the equation (D) ex- 
presses that the difference of the distances of these two points from the point of incidence, is 
the same as the difference of their distances from any infinitely near point upon the mirror; so 
that if we construct a hyperboloid, having its axis equal to this difference, and having its foci 
at the two assumed points, this hyperboloid will touch the mirror, The normal to a hyperboloid 
bisects therefore the angle between the line drawn to one focus, and the produced part of the 
line drawn to the other focus; from which it follows, that rays issuing from one focus of a hyper- 
boloid mirror, would after reflection diverge from the other focus. A plane is a hyperboloid 
whose axis is nothing, and a paraboloid is an ellipsoid whose axis is infinite; if, therefore, rays 
issued from the focus of a paraboloid mirror, they would be reflected parallel to its axis; and 
if rays issuing from a luminous point any where situated fall upon a plane mirror, they diverge 
after reflection from a point situated at an equal distance behind the mirror, These are the 
only mirrors giving accürate convergence or divergence, which have hitherto been considered 
by mathematicians; in the next section I shall treat the subject in a more general manner, and 
examine what must be the nature of a mirror, in order that it may reflect to a given point the 
rays of a given system. 


IL Theory of focal mirrors. 


6. The question, to find a mirror which shall reflect to a given focus the rays of a given 
system, is analytically expressed by the following differential equation, 
(a 4- 9^) de 4- (B 4- 8') dy - (y - y) dz — 0, (E) 
a, Y, 2, being the coordinates of the mirror, and a, 8, y, a’, 8’, y’, representing for abridgment 
the cosines of the angles which the incident and reflected rays make with the axes of coordinates. 
In this equation, which follows immediately from (C), or from (B), a, 8, y, are to be considered 
as given functions of æ, y, z, depending on the nature of the incident system, and a’, A’, y’, as 
other given functions of z, y, z, depending on the position of the focus; and when these functions 
are of such a nature as to render integrable the equation (E), the integral will represent an 
infinite number of different mirrors, each of which will possess the property of reflecting to the 
given focus, the rays of the given system, and which for that reason I shall call focal mirrors. 


7. To find under what circumstances the equation (E) is integrable, I observe that the part 
a' da + B'dy + vy dz 
is always an exact differential; for if we represent by X', Y', Z' the coordinates of the given 
2-2 
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focus, and by p' the distance of that focus from the point of incidence, we shall have the 
equations 
A I om en ap’, Y' —y — B'p', A seine y p, 


ada + B'dy + y'dz — — dp' 
a? 4- 2 4- y? —1, a' do' + B'dB' + y'dy' — 0. 
If therefore the equation (E) be integrable, that is, if it can be satisfied by any unknown 
relation between g, y, z, it is necessary that in establishing this unknown relation between those 


three variables, the part (c. da -- 8. d4j + y. dz) should also be an exact differential of a function 
of the two variables which remain independent; the condition of this circumstance is here 


e+e) (5-0) « eet - m) + +7) (s) (P) 


and I am going to shew, from the relations which exist between the functions a, B, y, that this 
condition cannot be satisfied, unless we have separately 


and therefore 


because 


digo EM E. e» 


that is, unless the formula (a. dc + 8 . dy + y. dz) be an exact differential of a function of æ, y, 2, 
considered as three independent variables. 


8. For this purpose I observe, that since the functions a, B, y, are the cosines of the angles 
which the incident ray passing through the point (æ, y, z) makes with the axes, they will not 
vary when the coordinates z, y, z, receive any variations ôv, dy, z proportional to those cosines 
æ, B, y; because then the point æ + da, y + dy, z+ 9z, will belong to the same incident ray as the 
point æ, y, z. This remark gives us the following equations, 


da: 
dp dp dg 
ur ig ier Bed dz E 
dy dy dy 
di^ A a ty 0, 
and combining these with the iic veli 
sate m 
E Ug, gue 
^ a dy | 
a ack cag HO MU! 
da dB |, W_9 


which result from the known formula 
+ 8? -- y? —1, 
we find that the three quantities 
dB dy dy da da df 
ds dy" ds Wt" 
are proportional to (a, B, y), and therefore that the condition (F) resolves itself into the three 
equations (G). 
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9. These conditions (Q) admit of a simple geometrical enunciation; they express that the 
rays of the incident system are cut perpendicularly by a series of surfaces, having for equation 


| (ada + Bdy + ydz) = const. (H) 


Let X, Y, Z, be the point in which an incident ray is erossed by any given surface of this 
series (H), and let p be its distance from the point of incidence (a, y, z): we shall have 


X-—-z-ap Y—-y-8p Z—z-wp, 
and therefore, 
«. dæ + 8.dy-- y.dz =- dp, 
«.dX +8.dY+y.dZ=0. 


We may therefore put the differential equation of the mirror (E) under the form 


because 


dp + dp' — 0, 
of which the integral 
p +p’ = const. (I) 


expresses that the whole bent path traversed by the light in going from the perpendicular sur- 
face (H) to the mirror, and from the mirror to the focus, is of a constant length, the same for all 
the rays. In this interpretation of the integral (I) we have supposed the distances, p, p', positive; 
that is, we have supposed them measured upon the rays themselves; if on the contrary, they are 
measured on the rays produced behind the mirror, they are then to be considered as negative. 


10. Then, in general, if it be required to find a mirror which shall reflect to a given focus 
the rays of a given system, we must try whether the rays of that system are cut perpendicularly 
by any series of surfaces; for unless this condition be satisfied, the problem is impossible. When 
we have found a surface cutting the incident rays perpendicularly, we have only to take upon 
each of those rays a point such that the sum or difference of its distances, from the perpendicular 
surface and from the given focus, may be equal to any constant quantity; the locus of the points 
thus determined will be a focal mirror, possessing the property required. Or, which comes to the 
same thing, we may make an ellipsoid or hyperboloid of revolution, having a constant axis, but 
a variable excentricity, move in such a manner that one focus may traverse in all directions the 
surface that cuts the incident rays perpendicularly, while the other focus remains fixed at the 
point through which all the reflected rays are to pass; the surface that envelopes the ellipsoid 
or hyperboloid, in all its different positions, will be the mirror required, and each ellipsoid or 
hyperboloid thus moving will in general have two such enveloppes.* And to determine whether 
the reflected rays converge to the given focus, or diverge from it, it is only necessary to deter- 
mine the sign of the distance p’, which is positive in the first case, and negative in the second. 


IIL Surfaces of constant action. 


11. We have seen, in the preceding section, that if it be possible to find a mirror, which 
. shall reflect to a given focus the rays of a given system, those rays must be perpendicular to a 
series of surfaces; and that the whole bent path traversed by the light, from any one of these 

* [The envelope of the ellipsoids will consist of two sheets, bounded by a common curve on the perpendicular 


surface; one of these sheets will give a mirror having the given point as a real focus, the other, a virtual focus. 
A similar remark applies to the envelope of the hyperboloids.] 
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perpendicular surfaces to the mirror, and from the mirror to the focus, is a constant quantity, 
the same for all the rays. Hence it follows, reciprocally, that when rays issuing from a luminous 
point have been reflected at a mirror, the rays of the reflected system are cut perpendicularly 
by a series of surfaces; and that these surfaces may be determined, by taking upon every re- 
flected ray a point such that the whole bent path from the luminous point to it, may be equal to 
any constant quantity. I am going to shew, in general, that when rays issuing from a luminous 
point, or from a perpendicular surface, have been any number of times reflected, by any com- 
bination of mirrors, the rays of the final system are cut perpendicularly by a series of surfaces, 
possessing this remarkable property, that the whole polygon path traversed by the light, in 
arriving at any one of them, is of a constant length, the same for all the rays.* 


12. To prove this theorem I observe, that if upon every ray of the final system we take a 
point, such that the whole polygon path to it, from the luminous point or perpendicular surface, 
may be equal to any constant quantity, the locus of the points thus determined will satisfy the 
differential equation 


oe dX Sb dY 4 b az=, (K) 

X, Y, Z, being the coordinates of the point, and p the last side of the polygon; because by 
hypothesis the variation of the whole path is nothing, and also that part which arises from the 
variation of the first point or origin of the polygon, and by the principle of least action, the part 
arising from the variation of the several points of incidence, is nothing; therefore the variation 
arising from the last point of the polygon must be nothing also, which is the condition expressed 
by the equation (K) and which requires either that this last point should be a fixed focus 
through which all the rays of the final system pass, or else that its locus should be a surface 
cutting those rays perpendicularly. 


13. We see then that when rays issuing from a luminous point, or from a perpendicular 
surface, have been any number of times reflected, the rays of the final system are cut perpendi- 
cularly by that series of surfaces, for which 

= (p) = const., (L) 
X(p) representing the sum of the several paths or sides of the polygon. When we come to 
consider the systems produced by ordinary refraction, we shall see that the rays of such a system 
are cut perpendicularly by a series of surfaces having for equation 
X . (mp) = const., 
>. (mp) representing the sum of the several paths, multiplied each by the refractive power of the 
medium in which it lies. In the systems also, produced by atmospheric and by extraordinary re- 
fraction, there are analogous surfaces possessing remarkable properties, which render it desirable 
that we should agree upon a name by which we may denote them. Since then in mechanics 
the sum obtained by adding the several elements of the path of a particle, multiplied each by 
the velocity with which it is described, is called the Action of the particle; and since if light 
be a material substance its velocity in uncrystallized mediums is proportional to the refractive 
power, and is not altered by reflection: I shall call the surfaces (L) the surfaces of constant 
action; intending only to express a remarkable analogy, and not assuming any hypothesis about 
the nature or velocity of light. 
* [See Appendix, Note 2, p. 463.] 
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14. We have hitherto supposed all the sides of the polygon positive, that is, we have sup- 
posed them all to be actually traversed by the light. This is necessarily the case for all the sides 
between the first and last; but if the point to which the last side of the polygon is measured 
were a focus from which the final rays diverge, or if it were on a perpendicular surface situated 
behind the last mirror, this last side would then be negative; and in like manner, if the first 
point, or origin of the polygon, were a focus to which the first incident rays converged, or if it 
were on a perpendicular surface behind the first mirror, we should have to consider the first side 
as negative, With these modifications the equation (L) represents all the surfaces that cut the 
rays perpendicularly; and to mark the analytic distinction between those which cut the rays 
themselves, and those which only cut the rays produced, we may call the former positive, and 
the latter negative: the positive surfaces of constant action lying at the front of the mirror, 
and the negative ones lying at the back of it. 


15. It follows from the preceding theorems, that if with each point of the last mirror for 
centre, and with a radius equal to any constant quantity, increased or diminished by the sum 
of the sides of the polygon path, which the light has traversed in arriving at that point, we 
construct a sphere, the enveloppe of these spheres will be a surface cutting the final rays per- 
pendieularly. These spheres will also have another enveloppe perpendicular to the incident 
rays.* It follows also, that when rays, either issuing from a luminous point, or perpendicular 
to a given surface, have been reflected by any combination of mirrors, it is always possible to 
find a focal mirror which shall reflect the final rays, so as to make them all pass through any 
given point; namely, by choosing it so, that the sum of the sides of the whole polygon path 
measured to that given focus, and taken with their proper signs, may be equal to any constant 
quantity. 

IV. Classification of Systems of Rays. 


16. Before proceeding any farther in our investigations about reflected systems of rays, it 
will be useful to make some remarks upon systems of rays in general, and to fix upon a classifi- 
cation of such systems which may serve to direct our researches. By a Ray, in this Essay, is 
meant a line along which light is propagated; and by a System of Rays is meant an infinite 
number of such lines, connected by any analytic law, or any common property. Thus, for ex- 
ample, the rays which proceed from a luminous point in a medium of uniform density, compose 
one system of rays; the same rays, after being reflected or refracted, compose another system. 
And when we represent a ray analytically by two equations between its three coordinates, the 
coefficients of those equations will be connected by one or more relations depending on the nature 
of the system, so that they may be considered as functions of one or more arbitrary quantities. 
These arbitrary quantities, which enter into the equations of the ray, may be called its Elements 
of Position, because they serve to particularise its situation in the system to which it belongs. 
And the number of these arbitrary quantities, or elements of position, is what I shall take for 
the basis of my classification of systems of rays; calling a system with one element of position 
a system of the First Class:] a system with two elements of position, a system of the Second 
Class, and so on. 


* [When the radius is made equal to a constant quantity, increased by the sum of the sides of the polygon 
path, then the perpendicular surface to the reflected rays is the sheet of the envelope behind the mirror: but if 
* increased ” is changed to “ diminished,” then the perpendicular surface is the sheet of the envelope im front of 
the mirror. ] 

t [“ Ruled Surface.” } 1 [“Congruence.”] 
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17. Thus, if we are considering a system of rays emanating in all directions from a luminous 

point (a, b, c), the equations of a ray are of the form 

c&—a-y(z-c) 

y—b-ví(z-—oc) 
which involve only two arbitrary quantities, or elements of position, namely p, v, the tangents 
of the angles which the two projections of the ray, on the vertical planes of coordinates, make 
with the axis of (z); a system of this kind is therefore a system of the second class, If among 
the rays thus emanating in all directions from a luminous point (a, b, c), we consider those only 
which are contained on a given plane passing through that point, and having for equation 

z—c-—4À (x —a)-4 B(y —D), 
then the two quantities u, v, are connected by the relation 
1=Ap+ Br, 

so that one only remains arbitrary, and the system is of the first class, In general if we consider 
only those rays which belong to a given cone, having the luminous point for centre, and for equation 


it (23). 


_2-¢ 
¢ denoting any given function, the two quantities u, v, will be connected by the given relation 


= (p), 

and the system will be of the first class. If now we suppose a system of rays thus emanating 
from a luminous point, to be any number of times modified by reflection or refraction, it is 
evident that the class of the system will not be altered; that is, there will be the same number 
of arbitrary constants, or elements of position, in the final system as in the original system: 
provided that we do not take into account the dispersion of the differently coloured rays. But 
if we do take this dispersion into account, it will introduce in refracted systems a new element 
of position depending on the colour of the ray, and thus will raise the system to a class higher 
by unity. 

18. From the preceding remarks, it is evident that optics, considered mathematically, relates 
for the most part, to the properties of systems of rays, of the first and of the second class. In 
the third part of this essay I shall consider the properties of these two classes in the most 
general point of view; but at present I shall confine myself to such as are more immediately 
connected with catoptrics. And I shall begin by making some remarks upon the general pro- 
perties of those systems, in which the rays are cut perpendicularly by a series of surfaces; a 
system of this kind I shall call a Rectangular System.* The properties of such systems are 
of great importance in optics; for, by what I have already proved, they include all systems of 
rays which after issuing from a luminous point, or from a perpendicular surface, have been any 
number of times reflected, by any combination of mirrors; we shall see also, in the next part, 
that they include also the systems produced by ordinary refraction. 


19. In any system of the second class, a ray may in general be determined by the condition 
of passing through an assigned point of space, for this condition furnishes two equations between 
the coefficients of the ray, which are in general sufficient to determine the two arbitrary ele- 
ments of position. We may therefore consider the cosines (a, 8, y) of the angles which the ray 

* [* Normal Congruence."] 
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makes with the axes as functions of the coordinates (c, y, z) of any point upon the ray; because, 
if the latter be given, the former will be determined. And if the system be rectangular, that is, 
if the rays be cut perpendicularly by any series of surfaces, it may be proved by the reasonings 
in Section II. of this essay, that these functions must be of such a nature as to render the formula 


(a . do + B .dy y .dz) 


an exact differential, independently of any relation between (æ, y, z); that is, the cosines (a, B, y) 
of the angles which the ray passing through any assigned point (#, y, z) makes with the axes, 
must be equal to the partial differential coefficients 


av av av 
dz’ dy’ de’ 
of a function of (x, y, 2) considered as three independent variables. 


20. The properties of any one rectangular system, as distinguished from another, may all be 
deduced by analytic reasonings from the form of the function (V); and it is the method of 
making this deduction, together with the calculation of the form of the characteristic function (V ) 
for each particular system, that appears to me to be the most complete and simple definition 
that can be given, of the Application of analysis to optics; so far as regards the systems pro- 
duced by ordinary reflection and refraction, which, as I shall shew, are all rectangular. And 
although the systems produced by extraordinary refraction, do not in general enjoy this property ; 
yet I shall shew that with respect to them, there exists an analogous characteristic function, 
from which all the circumstances of the system may be deduced: by which means optics acquires, 
as it seems to me, an uniformity and simplicity in which it has been hitherto deficient. 


V. On the pencils of a Reflected System. 


21. When a rectangular system of rays, that is a system the rays of which are cut perpendi- 
cularly by a series of surfaces, is reflected at a mirror, we have seen that the reflected system is 
also rectangular; the rays being cut perpendicularly by the surfaces of constant action, (IIL); 
and that therefore the cosines of the angles which a reflected ray makes with the axes, are 
equal to the partial differential coefficients of a certain function (V) which I have called the 
characteristic of the system, because all the properties of the system may be deduced from it. 
It is this deduction which we now proceed to; and before we occupy ourselves with the entire - 
reflected system, we are going to investigate some of the properties of the various partial systems 
that can be formed, by establishing any assumed relation between the rays, that is by considering 
only those which are reflected from any assumed curve upon the mirror. 


22. A partial system of this kind, is a system of the first class; that is, the position of a ray 
in such a system, depends only on one arbitrary element; for example, on any one coordinate 
of the assumed curve upon the mirror. And if we eliminate this one element, between the two 
equations of the ray, we shall obtain the equation of a surface, which is the locus of the rays of 
the partial system that we are considering. The form of this surface depends on the arbitrary 
curve upon the mirror, from which the rays of the partial system proceed; so that according to 
the infinite variety of curves which we can trace upon the given mirror, we shall have an infinite 
number of surfaces composed by the rays of a given reflected system. And since these surfaces 
possess many important properties, which render it expedient that we should denote them by a 


HMP : " 
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name, I shall call them pencils: defining a pencil to be the locus of the rays of a system of the 
first class, that is, of a system with but one arbitrary constant. 


23. Although, as we have seen, an infinite number of pencils may be formed by the rays of a 
given reflected system, yet there are certain properties common to them all, which render them 
susceptible of being included in one common analytic expression. For, if we denote by (V) the 
characteristic function 20. of the given reflected system, so that 


;n eg aa 
AMT ni dy? 1 de’ 


(a, B, y) being the cosines of the angles which the reflected ray passing through any assigned 
point of space (w, y, z) makes with the axes of coordinates; we shall have, for all the points of 
any one ray, the three equations 


(M) 


dV = const dV = const gr. — const 
da ^. dy r i 


dz 


which are equivalent to but two distinct relations, because 


WV XT RE NS I AE Rh A 
us) tO) (5) =Q +8 +y zz]. 
If then we consider the rays of any of the partial systems, produced by establishing an 


arbitrary relation between the rays of the entire reflected system; the locus of these rays, that 
is, the pencil of this partial system, will have for its equation 


as 7f s). (N) 


f representing an arbitrary function, the form of which depends upon the nature of the partial 
system. 


24. The form of this function (f) may be determined, if we know any curve through which 
the rays of the pencil pass, or any surface which they envelope. For first, the latter of these two 
questions may be reduced to the former, by determining upon the enveloped surface the locus 
of the points of contact; this is done by means of the formula | 


dV du dV du, dY du. 
dæ" dæ" dy’ dy dede j 
which expresses that the rays of the unknown pencil are tangents to the given enveloped sur- 


face 4 —0. And when we know a curve u= 0, v= 0, through which all the rays of the pencil pass, 
we have only to eliminate (a, y, 2) between the two equations of this curve, and the two following, 


Peu a BE s 
ur Lir" 


we shall thus obtain the relation between (a, 8) which characterises the rays that pass through 
the given curve: and substituting, in this relation, the values of (a, 8) considered as functions 
of (æ, y, z) we shall have the equation of the pencil. 

In this manner we can determine the shadow of any opaque body, produced by the rays of a 
given reflected system, if we know the equation of the body, and that of the skreen upon which 
the shadow is thrown; we can also determine the boundary of light and darkness upon the 


0, 
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body, which is the curve of contact with the enveloping pencil; and if we consider visual instead 
of luminous rays, we can determine, on similar principles, the perspective of reflected light, that 
is, the apparent form and magnitude of a body seen by any combination of mirrors; at least so 
far as that form and magnitude depend on the shape and size of the visual cone. 


25. Besides the general analytic expression 
dV dV 
a, i ae) (N) 


which represents all the pencils of the system, by means of the arbitrary function (f), we can 
also find another analytic expression for those pencils, by eliminating that arbitrary function, 
and introducing instead of it the partial differential coefficients of the pencil of the first order. 
In this manner we find, by differentiating (N) for (æ) and (y) successively, and eliminating the 
differential coefficient of the arbitrary function ( f), 


Au qu arg) = dV dV dV EY ) dz 
da?' dy? \da.dy/ — (dm.dy' dy.dz dy?" dx.dz) dæ 

liq CY dV PV ) dz. 
. (da.dy’da.dz | da?'dy.dz) dy’ 


and since the general relation o? + 8? 4- y? — 1, that is 


dV. (dVM,. 1h V\2 
(aa) *(ay) ne) = 

diy diy diy 
du tA aa dy Y da.da 

diy dy dV 
On E WE Ludo 
QE mr" OAV ae a ae dV GE 
da.dy’dy.dz dy de.dz y (da?' dy? \d«.dy/$’ 
CEEE AET pP cala p. a PN BORE E a T 624) 
da.dy'da.dz  da?'dy.dz y \da®* dy? ^ Ma. dy) j’ 

the partial differential equation of the pencils becomes finally 


a de B de_ 
yty dy7 


gives by differentiation 
0, 


0, 


and therefore 


1, (0) 


which expresses that the tangent plane to the pencil contains the ray passing through the point 
of contact. 


VI. On the developable pencils, the two foci of a ray, and the caustic curves 
, and surfaces. 

26. Among all the pencils of a given rectangular system, there is only a certain series 
developable; namely, those which pass through the lines of curvature on the surfaces that cut 
the rays perpendicularly. It follows from the known properties of normals to surfaces, that each 
ray has two of these developable pencils passing through it, and is therefore a common tangent 


32 
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to two caustic curves, the arétes de rebroussement of those pencils; the points in which it touches 
those two caustic curves may be called the two foci of the ray; and the locus of these foci forms 
two caustic surfaces, touched by all the rays. 


27. To determine analytically these several properties of the system, let us represent by 
(a, b, c) the coordinates of the point in which a ray crosses a given perpendicular surface; these 
coordinates will be determined, if the ray be given, so that they may be considered as functions 
of (a, 8); we may therefore put their differentials under the form 


da = 7- . da + -5 . dP, 


db = — . da + 73. dP, 


W 
Bede gea) 


da da db db 
with respect to the coefficients da’ dB' da’ dp’ these are to be determined by differentiating 


the two following equations, 


dV dV 
da 7 dp ^^ 
which give y 
d? dy dy 
da da+ 7 db di db t 7. do de . dc = da, 
dV dy dy 
aa dB" . da + — dic db + d: d; . dc — df, 
and therefore 
dy dy d?V d?V 
n cae (v. Ww s aa da (8.57 1:383): 98 
dy dV dV dy 
M db m (a. u 135-32)" ur S jada) "p, 


if we put for abridgment 


2 
E PARURE Pau dy dy a 


'db.dc da.dc' db? 

Wo av PY av 
oa db'da.dc  db.dc' da? 
dy PV na } 

v us La) 


d; "adf ia (a. di 
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This being laid down, let (æ, y, z) be any other point upon the ray, at a distance (p) from the 

given perpendicular surface; we shail have 
w2=atap, y=b+Bp, z-—ccwyp, 
dp =ada + Bdy + ydz, 
dæ — «adp = da + pda, dy—Bdp=db+pdp: 
and if the coordinates (z, y, z) belong to a caustic curve, the first members of these two last 
equations will vanish, so that on this hypothesis, 
da+p.da=0, db+p.dg=0; 

eliminating (p) we find, for the developable pencils, 


da. dB — db. da — 0, (P) 
` and eliminating ma we find, for the caustic surfaces, 
da db\ da db j 
(e+ T) (0+ 22) - aaa" (Q) 
da da db db 


substituting for da’ dp’ da’ dp’ their values, and observing that by the general relation 


dVv (dV\2 | (dV 
(aa) * C) Ge) = 
dy BV dy 
S dai * Pda gb" % dade 7 
dy dy dv 
9: das dp. P nod do 
diy dy dy 
Ora da db do "qoi 
ht ETS (= Lá ) 
Ye = da’ di? ^ Ma db)" 
we find this other form for the equation* of the caustic surfaces, 
1(PBV BV (dVw) ,,(BV dV dV 
naa: as (a2) |-^* [ao am apr (R) 


28. The manner in which these formule are to be employed is evident, We are to integrate 
(P) considered as a differential equation, of the first order and second degree, between æ, 8, or 
between the corresponding functions of z, y, z, 


we have 


= 0, 


- 0, 


dV dV 
b duci: od 8 = E 
da dy 
* [This equation may also be written more symmetrically as follows: 
Vaatp~! Va Vac =0, 
Vis Vu tp! Vo. 
Vea Va, Vict p^! 


the subscripts denoting partial derivatives. Modern determinant notation, which can be used with advantage in 
many places, especially in the Supplements, was not introduced until 1841 by Cayley (cf. T. Muir, Theory of 
Determinants, vol. 2, p. 4).] 
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the integral will be of the form 

ZEA 

dy da’ }’ 
C being an arbitrary constant; the condition of passing through a given ray will determine the 
two values of this constant, corresponding to the two developable pencils: and the equations of 
the caustic curves, considered as the arétes de rebroussement of those pencils, will follow by the 
known methods from the equations of the pencils themselves. The points in which a given ray 
touches these caustic curves, that is the two foci of the ray, are determined, without any integra- 
tion, by means of (Q) or (R); and thus we can determine, by elimination alone, the equations of 
the two caustic surfaces, the locus of those points or foci. 


29. In the preceding reasonings, we have supposed given the form of the characteristic 
function V, whose partial differential coefficients of the first order, are equal to the cosines of 
the angles that the reflected ray makes with the axes; let us now see how the partial differential 
coefficients of the second order of this function, which enter into the formule that we have found 
for the developable pencils and for the caustic surfaces, depend on the curvature of the mirror, 
and on the characteristic function of the incident system. Let ( V^) represent this latter function, 
so that we shall have | 

ez dV p = dV" ! == day” 
da’ dy’ Y! de’ 
a’, B', y' being the cosines of the angles that the incident ray, measured from the mirror, makes 
with the axes of coordinates; and let p, q, r, s, t, be the partial differential coefficients of the 
mirror, of the first and second orders, so that 


dz = pd» + qdy, dp=rda+sdy, dq = sds + tdy, 
æ, y, z being the coordinates of the mirror. Then, by the first section of this essay we shall have 


the two equations 
a+a +ply+y)=0, B* B8 +q(y+7)=9, 


which give by differentiation, 


y dV dv’ dy d* y* dV |d*V" 
07 (yy). ra Ga 90 (os auod) +P. (Gat ar)? 


„~. V æv ay day’ dV dy 
0m (yy) tr e Ga 33 (ar as * dy. ds) t. (aa as) 
on LLGQQ V). BVH’) (V4 V^) dV 4 V?) 
Orr ty)» dy 116 dy. da T E rot ! 


Combining these three equations with the three which result from differentiating the equation 


dV\? (dVy | (dV y 
(ae) + Cay) *(z) 7» 
we shall have the partial differential coefficients, second order, of V, when we know those of V’ 
and of z, that is, when we know the incident system and the mirror: it will then remain to sub- 
stitute them in the formule of the preceding paragraph, in order to find the developable pencils, 
and the caustic surfaces, in which we may change the partial differential coefficients of V, taken 
with respect to (a, b, c), to the corresponding coefficients with respect to (a, y, z). 
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30. Suppose, to give an example of the application of the preceding reasonings, that the 
incident rays are parallel, and that we take for the axes of (x) and (y), the tangents to the lines 
of curvature on the mirror at the point of incidence, so that the normal at that point shall be 
vertical; the partial differential coefficients of the second order of (V^) will vanish, and we shall have 

4$—0, y=0, 220, p=0, q=0, s=0, 
at+ta’=0, 84-8'-20, y=7=cos.J, 


I being the angle of incidence; the formule for the partial differential coefficients of the second 
order of (V) become 


diy | dV diy 

3 = 2yr, da d. dy = 0, dy? = — 2yt, 
V BV diV —— 2(@r + B) 
de de a dy cd CT AMD Do il o 


and the formula (R) for the two foci, which may be thus written 


p (PVV (dy ey ey ev 
E is dy? (m) “han gaat west thm (R) 
becomes 

int. p — (eer (By) 1-0 (S) 


If the incident rays be perpendicular to the mirror, at the given point of incidence, then 


y=1, a=0, B=0, 
and the two roots of (S) are 


that is the two focal distances are the halves of the two radii of curvature of the mirror. 


If without being perpendicular to the mirror, the incident ray is contained in the plane of 
(az), that is in the plane of the greatest or the least osculating circle to the mirror, we shall have 
8 — 0, a+ y? — 1, and the two roots of (S) will be 


1 
Pre Teo PERRON 


the first root is quarter of the chord of curvature, that is, quarter of the portion of the reflected 
ray intercepted within the osculating circle before mentioned ; and the other root is equal to the 
distance of the point, where the reflected ray meets a parallel to the incident rays, passing 
through the centre of the other osculating circle. In general, it will appear, when we come to 
treat of osculating focal mirrors, that the two foci determined by the formula (S), are the foci of 
the greatest and least paraboloids of revolution which, having their axis parallel to the incident 
rays, osculate to the mirror at the point of incidence. 


31. I shall conclude this section by remarking, that the equation of the caustic surfaces is 
a singular primitive of the partial ‘differential equation (O), which we found in the preceding 
section to represent all the pencils of the system, and that the equations, 
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of which the complete integral represents all the rays, are also satisfied, as a singular solution, by 
the equations of the caustic curves: from which it may be proved, that the portion of any ray, 
or the arc of any caustic curve, intercepted between any two given points, is equal to the incre- 
ment that the characteristic function (V) receives in passing from the one point to the other. 


VII. Lines of Reflection on a mirror. 


32. We have seen that the rays of a reflected system are in general tangents to two series 
of caustic curves, and compose two corresponding series of developable pencils; the intersections 
of these pencils with the mirror, form two series of remarkable curves upon that surface, which 
were first discovered by Malus,* and which were called by him the Lines of Reflexion. We pro- 
pose, in the present section to investigate the differential equation of these curves, and some 
of their principal properties; and at the same time to make some additional remarks, on the 
manner of calculating the foci, and the caustic surfaces. 


33. To find the differential equation of the curves of reflexion, we may employ the formula 
of the preceding section, 


ae (8-7 5 T dead ) ap + (v. 8-25 -2:) 5] 


Tri 

= da. or Sa — © ge ge) 48 + (8: ga-ga) aah (P) 

considering (a, B, y) as given functions of the coordinates of the point of incidence, such that 
da = ËF de zy LET de 
pc PE TE EE 


and deducing the partial differential coefficients of the characteristic function V, either imme- 
diately from the form of that function itself, if it be given, or from the equation of the mirror 
and from the nature of the incident system, according to the method already explained. But in 
this latter case, that is, when we are only given the incident system and the mirror, it will be 
simpler to treat the question immediately, by reasonings analogous to those by which the 
formula (P) was deduced. 
Let, therefore, X, Y, Z, represent the coordinates of a point upon a caustic curve, at a 
distance (p) from the mirror; we shall have 
X=a+tap, Y=y+Bp, Z=z+9p, 
dp =a.d(X —2)+B.d(Y—y)+y.d(Z—2), 
dX =a.(adX + BdY + ydZ), 
dY = 8.(«d X +8dY+ydZ), 
dZ =y.(adX + BdY + ydZ), 
da — a . («da + Bdy + ydz) + pda — 0, 
dy — 8.(ada + Bdy + ydz)+ pdB=0, 
dz —y.(ada+ Bdy+ydz)+pdy=0; 
* [For reference, see Appendix, Note 2, p. 463.] 
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eliminating da, df, dy, by these equations, from those which are obtained by differentiating the 
formule already found, 
ata'+p(yt+y')=0, 8-8 *q(yy)-0, 


we get the two following equations, 
0 — p. ((y y) dp + da’ + p. dy] + (a ^ yp) (ada + Bdy + dz) — (de + pda), 
0— p. ((y +y)dg dB q.dy'} - (8+ yq) (ada + Bdy + ydz) - (dy -qdz), — (T) 
which give by elimination of p, the following general equation for the lines of reflexion, 
(y t y') dq c d8' c g.dy'. (B + yg) (adx + Bdy + ydz) — (dy + qd2) 
(y-y')dp- da +p.dy («+ yp) (ada + Bdy + dz) — (de + pdz)' 


34. Suppose, to give an example, that the incident rays are parallel, and that the axes of 
coordinates are chosen as in 30., the normal at some given point of incidence for the axis of (2)» 
and the tangents to the lines of curvature for the axes of (æ) and (y); our general formula (U) 
will then become 


(U) 


t.dy B.(ada+Bdy)— dy. 


r.dæ a.(adx + dy) — dx’ 
aB.(t.dy? — r. da?) — ((8* + 9) t — (a? + y?) r} da. dy = 0. (V) 


We shall see, in the next section, that the two directions determined by this formula, are the 
directions of osculation of the greatest and least paraboloids,* which, having their axis parallel 
to the incident rays, osculate to the mirror at the point of incidence; in the mean time we may 
remark, that if the plane of incidence coincides with either the plane of the greatest or the least 
osculating circle to the mirror, or if the point of incidence be a point of spheric curvature, one 
of the two directions of the lines of reflexion is contained in the plane of incidence, while the 
other is perpendicular to that plane; and it is easy to prove, by means of the formula (V), that 
these are the only cases in which the lines of reflexion are perpendicular to one another, the 
incident rays being parallel. 


that is 


35. The formulz (T) determine not only, as we have seen, the lines of reflexion, but also 
the two focal distances, and therefore the caustic surfaces. For as, by elimination of (p), they 
conduct to the differential equation of the lines of reflexion, so by elimination of the differentials 
they conduct to a quadratic equation in (p), which is equivalent to the formula (R), and which ` 
determines the two focal distances. As an example of this, let us take the following general 
problem, to find the caustie surfaces and lines of reflexion of a mirror, when the incident rays 
diverge from a given luminous point X’, Y’, Z'. We have here 

} X' =+, Y'=y+6'p’, Z'-z-wyp, 
p being the distance of the luminous point from the mirror; 
dp’ = — (a dæ + B' dy + y dz), 
— p'.da' = dz 4- a' .dp', - p'. dp’ = dy + 8' .dp', — p'. dy = dz +y. dp, 
and because 
a’ +op=—(at+yp), 8'-yq--—(8-*v), 
a da + B' dy + y dz = — («dæ + Bdy+ yéz), 


* [of revolution] 
HMP ; 4 
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the equations (T) become 


j ge | 
(y +9').dp= E + 7) {dæ + pdz — (a + yp) (ada + Bdy + ydz)}, 


Gre) da m (5 + 5) {dy + ade —(B +9) (ade + Bdy da): 


eliminating p, we find, for the lines of reflexion, 
dq. {da + pdz — (a + yp) (ada + Bdy + ydz)} 
= dp. {dy + gdz — (B + yq) (ada + Bdy + ydz)}, (W) 


and eliminating the differentials, we find, for the focal distances, 
NS: : 
{a+ p= ep (5) - eren] 
2 1 1 , 
x 4(1 +g°— (8+ y9) (ea) — (y y).t 


= flp- eem 8 +10) (5+ 5) ces (X) 


We may remark, that since (p’) has disappeared from the equation (W) of the lines of 
reflexion, the direction of those lines at any given point upon the mirror depends only on the 
direction of the incident ray, and not on the distance of the luminous point; we see also, from 
the form of the equation (X), that the harmonic mean between that distance (p’) and either of 
the two focal distances (p), does not depend on (p’): so that if the luminous point were to move 
along the incident ray, the two foci of the reflected ray would indeed change position, but the 
line joining each to the luminous point, would constantly pass through the same fixed point 
upon the normal. 


VIII. On osculating focal mirrors. 


36. It has long been known that a paraboloid of revolution possesses the property of 
reflecting to its focus, rays which are incident parallel to its axis; and that an ellipsoid in like 
manner will reflect to one of its two foci, rays that diverge from the other: but I do not know 
that any one has hitherto applied these properties of accurately reflecting mirrors, to the 
investigation of the caustic surfaces, and lines of reflexion of mirrors in general. There exists 
however a remarkable connexion between them, analogous to the connexion between the 
properties of spheres and of normals; and it is this connexion, not only for paraboloids and 
ellipsoids, but also for that general class of focal mirrors, pointed out in Section II. of this Essay, 
that we are now going to consider. 


37. To begin with the simplest case, I observe that the general equation of a paraboloid of 
revolution may be put under the form 


p P-ro'.(r— X) B'.(y — Y) y.(2—Z), 
(P) being the semiparameter, (p) the distance from the focus (X, Y, Z), and a’, 8’, y’, the cosines 
of the angles which the axis of the paraboloid, measured from the vertex, makes with the axes 


of coordinates: and that the partial differential coefficients of (z), of the first and second orders, 
which we shall denote by (p’, q', 7’, s', t), are determined by the following equations, 
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2—X+p'.(2—Z)=p.(a'+y'p’), 
y-V+q'.(2-Z)=p.(8' +79), 
It p*trr.(z-Z)- pyr’ +(@ * yp, 
l4" 0.(2—2) 9 py't' - (B' +y”, 
pd ts .(z—Z)- py s +(e t-y'p)(8 4 y'q'). 

This being laid down, if we suppose the three constants (a’, 8', y’) determined by the con- 
dition that the axis of the paraboloid shall be parallel to a given system of incident rays, we may 
propose to determine the other four constants (X, Y, Z, P) by the condition of osculating to a 
given mirror, at a given point, in a given direction. The condition of passing through the given 
point, will serve to determine, or rather eliminate (P), and the condition of contact produces the 
two equations it ! 
PMPs TOG 
which express that the focus of the paraboloid is somewhere on the reflected ray, and which are 
therefore equivalent to the three following, 

X-a=ap, Y-—y=Bp, Z—z-wp, 
(a, B, y) being the cosines of the angles which the reflected ray makes with the axes. To deter- 


mine the remaining constant (p) by the condition that the paraboloid shall osculate to the 
mirror in a given direction, we are to employ the formula 


(r —r) da? + 2 (s' — s) dy . dy - (t —t) dy? — 0, 
r, 8, t, being the given partial differential coefficients, second order, of the mirror, and 7”, s', t, 
the corresponding coefficients of the paraboloid, which involve the unknown distance (p), being 
determined by the equations, j 
p Gy). 7 21 p — ("+ yp), 
P- (yty). =pq—(@ Y p)(8 +y), 
pGQEYy). 121g - (B +y. 
To simplify our calculations, let us, as in 30., take the normal to the mirror for the axis of (2), 
and the tangents to the lines of curvature for the axes of (z) and (y); we shall then have 
p=0, q=0, s20, ata=0, B+A'=0, y-y, 
2p . r” = PP +r, 2yp.s'— —aB, 2wyp.t' =a? +77, 
and the condition of osculation becomes 
2wp . (r + tr?) = 8* + y? — 2a + (a? + y?) 7, (Y) 
if we put dy — 7. da. This formula (Y) determines the osculating paraboloid for any given value 
of (7), that is, for any given direction of osculation; differentiating it with respect to (T), in 
order to find the greatest and least osculating paraboloids, we get 
2wpt . T = — a + (à? + e?) 7, 
2ypr =R +y- afr, 
equations which give, by elimination, 
{2ypt — (a* + *)) {2ypr — (B° + *)] — 6? — 0, 
aB (t. — 7) + (E+ y) n - (8*6 0: 
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and since these coincide with the formule (S) (V) of the two preceding sections, it follows, that 
when parallel rays are incident upon a mirror, the two foci of any given reflected ray, that is, 
the two points in which it touches the caustic surfaces, are the foci of the greatest and least 
paraboloids, which having their axis parallel to the incident rays, osculate to the mirror at the 
given point of incidence; and that the directions of the two lines of reflexion passing through 
that point, are the directions of osculation corresponding. 


38. In general when the incident system is rectangular, which is always the case in nature, 
it follows from the principles already established that we can find an infinite number of focal 
mirrors, possessing the property of reflecting the rays to any given point (X, Y, Z), and having 
for their differential equation, 

dp =a'da + 8'dy + y'dz 2 dV”, 


V’ being the characteristic function of the incident system, and p the distance from the point of 
incidence (a, y, z) to the point (X, Y, Z), the focus of the focal mirror. The condition of touching 
the given mirror at a given point, furnishes two equations of the form 
p-p t=% | 
which express that the focus (.X, Y, Z) is somewhere on the given reflected ray ; and the con- 
dition of osculating in a given direction furnishes tbe equation 
(r' — r). da? + 2 (s' — sS). dæ . dy + (t — t). dy? — 0, 
(r, s, t) being given, but (7', s', t’) depending on the unknown focal distance (p); and if we wish 
to make this distance a maximum or a minimum, we are to satisfy the two conditions 
(r'—r).dx+(s'—s).dy=0, (s'— s).de - (t —t).dy —0, 
which may be thus written 
dp'-— dp, dq = dq, 
p, q', being the partial differentials, first order, of the focal mirror, and p, q, those of the given 
mirror. Now the general equation of focal mirrors, dp = dV’ =a'da + B'dy + y'dz, gives 
s- X &p (2 Z) e p. (€ vp), 
y-Y *q.(e-Z)- p. (8 +77), 
da + p'dz — (à + y'p') dp =p. (da +p'dy') - (Z — 2  y'p) dp’, 
dy + q'dz — (E  y'q') dp = p . (dB + q'dy') + (Z — 2+ y'g) dq; 

if then we put p' = p, q' = q, in order to express that the focal mirror touches the given mirror, 
we shall have, to determine dp’, dq’, two equations which may be thus written, 

p «y t y) dp + da’ + pdy'] = da + pde — (a + yp) (ada + Bdy + do (Z) 

p «y y) dq + dB! + qdy'j = dy + qde — (B + yg) (ada + Bdy + ydz), 
and if in these equations (Z) we change (dp’, dq’) to (dp, dq) in order to find the greatest and 
least osculating focal mirrors, they become the formule (T) of the preceding section. Hence it 
follows, that in general, the foci of the greatest and least osculating mirrors, are the points in 


which the reflected ray touches the two caustic surfaces; and that the directions of the lines of 
reflexion, are the directions of osculation corresponding. 


and therefore 
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39. The equations (Z) determine not only the maximum and minimum values of the oscu- 
lating focal distance (p) but also the law by which that distance varies for intermediate 
directions of osculation. To find this law, we are to employ the formula, 

(r' — r) .da? + 2(s'—s).da.dy+(t' — t).dy?=0, 
that is 
dp’ . dæ + dg . dy = dp . dæ + dq. dy. 
Adding therefore the two equations (Z), multiplied respectively by (dæ, dy), then changing 
(dp'dæ + dq'dy) to (dpdæ + dqdy), and reducing; we find the following general expression for 
the osculating focal distance 


da? + d? + dz? — dp? 
P = (yy). (dp. dz + dq. dy) + da . dæ + dp". dy + dy . dz’ 
To simplify this formula, let us take the given reflected ray for the axis of (z); the numerator 
then reduces itself to (da? + dy), and the denominator may be put under the form 
eda? 4- £. dzdy + ndy’, 

the coefficients e, £, n, being independent of p, and of the differentials; if then we put 

dy = da . tan. 4r, 
so that (q^) shall be the angle which the plane, passing through the ray and through the direction 
of osculation, makes with the plane of (zz), we shall have 


: = €. cos. 4j + £. sin. Je . cos. +7. sin? yr. (B^) 


This formula may be still further simplified, by taking for the planes of (a, 2), (y, z), the tangent 
planes to the developable pencils, which, by what we TM Ladws correspond to the maximum 


(4) 


and minimum of (p). To find these planes we are to vui. 2 — 0, which gives, 


m 


if then we fole them for the planes of (a, 2), (y, z) we shall have 


1 1 
= @, e = —, E, 
d p T pa 


and the formula for the osculating focal distance becomes 


1 = 1 2 1 in2 , 
Pn tae Kr em v. (C^) 
pi» P2, being the extreme values of p, namely the distances of the two points in which the ray 
touches the two caustic surfaces. The analogy of this formula (C’) to the known formula for 
the radius of an osculating sphere, is evident; and it is important to observe, that although the 
reciprocal of (p) is included between two given limits, the quantity (p) itself is not always in- 
cluded between the corresponding limits, but is on the contrary excluded from between them, 
when those limits are of opposite algebraic signs, that is, when the two foci of the ray are at 
opposite sides of the mirror: so that, in this case, there is some impropriety in the term greatest 
 osceulating focal distance, since there are some directions of osculation for which that distance is 
infinite, namely, the two directions determined by the condition 

1 ba t gi 

P TUR E e "i 
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I shall however continue to employ it, both on account of the analytic theorem which it ex- 
presses, and also on account of its analogy to the received phrase of greatest osculating sphere, 
to which the same objection may be made, when the two concavities of the surface are turned 
in opposite directions. 


40. I shall conclude this section, by pointing out another remarkable property of the oscu- 
lating focal mirrors; which is, that if upon the plane, passing through a given direction of 
osculation, we project the ray reflected from the consecutive point on that direction, the pro- 
jection will cross the given ray in the osculating focus corresponding. To prove this theorem, 
I observe, that when the given ray is taken for axis of (z), the point where it meets the mirror 
for origin, and the tangent planes of the developable pencils for the planes of (a, 2), (y, 2), the 
partial differentials second order of the characteristic function (V) become, at the origin, 

2 ARAM IC i ap DA ASI AAR NUR. 7h det c apt 
ds bi? ae ay WP pa’ A ^" dy.de. |. d$ . 
and therefore the cosines of the angles which an infinitely near ray makes with the axes of (æ) 


and (y), are 


dae E BRI i d. dy. 
iof ff pa 


Hence it follows that the equations of this infinitely near ray are of the form 
piv’ + (2’— pi) de —0, poy’ + (Z — p) dy =0; 
and if we project this ray on the plane 
æ' dy — y' dæ — 0, 
which passes through the given ray and through the consecutive point on the mirror, the pro- 
jecting plane will have for equation 
pim — p).de — ps. y E (£ — p)-dy _ 9 
"> PUL oe paler Bea Rod 
(h) being the height of the point where the projection crosses the given ray, which is to be 
determined by the condition that the latter plane shall be perpendicular to the former, that is, 
by the equation, 
pı. dy d pa . dæ EE 
M-p) da * (h—p,) dy~ 
which, when we put dy — dz. tan. yw, becomes . 
y p1 - pa , 
irure eere nir. ad 
a formula that evidently coincides with the one that we found before, for the height of the 
osculating focus. 


IX. On thin and undevelopable pencils. 


41. Having examined some of the most important properties of the developable pencils of a 
reflected system, we propose in this section to make some remarks upon pencils not developable ; 
and we shall begin by considering thin pencils, that is, pencils composed of rays that are very 
near to a given ray; because in all the most useful applications of optical theory, it is not 
an entire reflected or refracted system that is employed, but only a small parcel of the rays 
belonging to that system. 


www.rcin.org.pl 


41, 42] I THEORY OF SYSTEMS OF RAYS 31 


To simplify our calculations, let us take the given ray for the axis of (z), and let us choose 
the coordinate planes as in the preceding paragraph; the cosines of the angles which a near ray 
makes with the axes of (z) and (y), will be, nearly, 


uar "NT Z 


, 3 


pi P2 
æ, y, being coordinates of the point in which it meets the mirror; and the equations of this near 
ray will be, nearly, 
a =a+az', y=yt+ 87, 


a' =a. (z — p), y'=B.(2'— pr), (E’) 
x’, y', 2, being the coordinates of the near ray. And if we eliminate a, 9, by these equations, 
from the general equation (N) 


that is 


B =f (q), 
which represents all the pencils of the system, we find for the general equation of thin pencils, 
Y GE) j F 
2’ — p» d > pape (F) 


42. These equations (E^), (F") include nearly the whole theory of thin pencils. As a first 
application of them, let us suppose that we are looking at a luminous point, by means of any 
combination of mirrors; the rays that enter the eye will not in general diverge from any one 
focus, and therefore will not be bounded by a cone, but by a pencil of another shape, which 
I shall call the Bounding Pencil of Vision, and the properties of which I am now going to 
investigate. 

Suppose for this purpose, that the optic axis coincides with that given ray of the reflected 
system which we have taken for the axis of (z), and let (8) represent the distance of the eye from 
the mirror; the circumference of the pupil will have for equations 


£260, w@+y=e, 
(e) being the radius of the pupil; the rays of the bounding pencil of vision pass through this 
circumference, and therefore satisfy the condition 
a*,(8 — pi)? + 83. (8 — o — e*; 
and eliminating @, 8, from this, by means of (E), we find the following equation for the bounding | 


pencil of vision, 
(Soe) any (a8) une (G^) 
do uL 7 ; } 

It is evident, from this equation, that every section of the pencil by a plane perpendicular 
to the optic axis, that is, to the given ray, is a little ellipse, having its centre on that ray, and 
its semiaxes situated in the tangent planes to the two developable pencils, that is in the planes 
of (x, z), (y, z) Denoting these semiaxes by (a), (b), we have 


' g= pi Z — ps , 
a=te. , b= Se necem H 
“Lise Pe ò — pz Md 
these semiaxes become equal, that is, the little elliptic section becomes circular, first when 
2=6, a=b=e, 
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that is, at the eye itself, and secondly when 


saa Sah Bee AL) ad d a=b=+ e. (pi — P2) 
(8 — p1) + (9 — pz) 28 — (p, + pz) 

that is, at a distance from the eye equal to the harmonic mean between the distances of the eye 
from the two foci of that reflected ray, which coincides with the optic axis. It may also be 
proved, that when the eye is beyond the two foci, the radius of this harmonie section, (which is 
to the radius of the pupil as the semi-interval between the two fociis to the distance of the 
eye from the middle point between them,) is less than the semiaxis major of any of the elliptic 
sections, that is, than the extreme aberration of the visual rays at any other distance from 
the eye; so that, in this case, we may consider the centre of the harmonic section as the visible 
image of the luminous point, seen by the given combination of mirrors; observing however that 
the apparent distance of the luminous point will depend on other circumstances of brightness, 
distinctness and magnitude, as it does in the case of direct vision with the naked eye. 


43. One of the principal properties of thin pencils, is that the area of a perpendicular section 
of such a pencil is always proportional to the product of its distances from the two foci of the 
given ray. We may verify this theorem, in the case of the bounding pencil of vision, by means 
of the formule (H^) for the semiaxes of the little elliptic section; in general if we represent 
by = the area of the section of any given thin pencil, corresponding to any given value of (2), 
we shall have by (E^) 


3.3 | (y/da! — a’dy’) = (2 — p) (2 — p3)- Í (Bda — ad), T) 


and the definite integral | (8 d« — ad), depending only on the relation between a, B, is constant 


when the pencil is given. It follows from this theorem, that along a given ray the density of the 
reflected light varies inversely as the product of the distances from the two foci, and is infinite 
at the caustic surfaces. 


44. The same equations (E’), from which we have deduced the theory of thin pencils, serve 
also to investigate the properties of other undevelopable surfaces, composed by the rays of the 
system. The most remarkable difference between an undevelopable and a developable pencil, 
consists in this, that the tangent plane to the latter always touches it in the whole extent of a 
ray; whereas in the former, when the point of contact moves along a given ray, the tangent 
plane changes position, and turns round that ray, like a hinge. To find the law of this rotation 
let the coordinate planes be chosen as before, the given ray for axis of (z), the point where it 
meets the mirror for origin, and the tangent planes to the two developable pencils for the planes 
of (xz), (yz); then by (E), the equations of an infinitely near ray will be 


a’ =(2'—p;).da, y —(Z — po). 4B, (K) 
and if it belong to a given undevelopable pencil having for equation 8 — f (a), we shall have 
dB =f. da, 


f’ being a given quantity; the tangent plane to this pencil, at any given distance (7) from the 
mirror, being obliged to contain the given ray, and to pass through a point on the consecutive, 
has for equation 


Y_Z -P Pa / 
"n / di (L/) 
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when 2’ increases, that is, when the point of contact recedes indefinitely from the mirror, this 
tangent plane approaches to the limiting position 


Y_ gp , 
yA (M’) 


which is evidently parallel to the consecutive ray (K’); and the angle (P) which it makes with 
this limiting position, is given by the formula 
(p1— pa) P 
tan, P = 4— — or 
cO EQUES (po pf) 
that is, if we put f' = tan. L, 
(p1 — pz). sin. L. cos. L. 


ciao Z — (p,. cos.? L + p2. sin? L)’ 
or, finally, 
tan, P — 5 | (N’) 
(u) being a constant coefficient, 
u= (p — p2). sin. L. cos. L, (0^) 


and (8) being the distance of the point of contact from a certain fixed point upon the ray, whose 
distance from the mirror is* 
2’ = p1. C08? L + pg. sin.? L. (P^) 


45. The quantity (u), which thus enters as a constant coefficient into the law of rotation of 
the tangent plane of an undevelopable pencil, I shall call the coefficient of undevelopability. In 
the third part of this essay, I shall treat more fully of its properties, and of those of the fixed 
point determined by the formula (P'); in the mean time, I shall observe, that if we cut the 
consecutive ray (K’) by any plane perpendicular to the given ray, at a distance (8) from this 
fixed point (P^) the interval between the two rays, corresponding to this distance (6), is 


A = (u? + 82). d6, (Q^) 


(d@) being the angle between the rays; from which it follows, that the fixed point (P’) may be 
called the virtual focust of the given ray, in the given undevelopable pencil, because it is the 
nearest point to an infinitely near ray of that pencil; and that the coefficient of undevelop- 
ability (u), is equal to the least distance between the given ray and the consecutive ray, divided © 
by the angle between them. We may also observe, that although a given ray has in general an 
infinite number of undevelopable pencils passing through it, and therefore an infinite number 
of virtual foci corresponding, yet these virtual foci are all included between the two points where 
the ray touches the two caustic surfaces, because the expression (P) 


Z = pı. cos? L + pg. sin? L, 


is always included between the limits p, and py. And whenever, in this essay, the term foci of 
a ray shall occur, the two points of contact with the caustic surfaces are to be understood 
except when the contrary is expressed. 


* [This equation is now generally known as * Hamilton's equation”; cf. Salmon, Analytic Geometry of 
Three Dimensions, vol. 2 (1915), p. 62.] 
t [Hamilton’s definition of “virtual focus” is stated incorrectly in Salmon, Joc. cit., p. 60.] 


HMP : 5 
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X. On the axes of a reflected system. 


46. We have seen that the density of light in a reflected system is greatest at the caustic 
surfaces; from which it is natural to infer, that this density is greatest of all at the intersection 
of those surfaces: a remark which has already been made by Malus,* and which will be still 
farther confirmed, when we come to consider the aberrations. It is important therefore to in- 
vestigate the nature and position of the intersection of the caustic surfaces. I am going to shew 
that this intersection is not in general a curve, but reduces itself to a finite number of isolated 
points,t the foci of a finite number of rays, which are intersected in those points by all the rays 
infinitely near them. For this purpose, I resume the formula (Q) found in Section VI. 


(e+ ae) (0 * do) -48 da 7 ® (Q) 


which determines the two foci of a given ray, and in which the coefficients - Ps h 2 dg are 
connected by the following relation,] deduced from the same pe. 


aß. (fs - 78) - (a? + y? . qg*t G9 P (R’) 


The condition of equal roots in (Q), is 
CELINE 
da dp “dB de 
this then is the equation which determines the relation between g, 9, that belongs to the rays 
passing through the intersection of the caustie surfaces; and it is easy to prove,S by means of 
the formula (R’), that it resolves itself into the three following, which however, in consequence 
of the same formula, are equivalent to but two distinct equations : 
da db da db , 
dg^9 dz; 9 ^ hn - EN (S') 
The rays determined by these equations, I shall call the awes of the reflected system, and their 
foci, for which 


(T) 


I shall call the principal foci. 

* [For reference, see Appendix, Note 2, p. 463.] 

t [But in 1833 Hamilton was aware that the two sheets of the surface of centres of an ellipsoid intersect in a 
curve (cf. No. v1, p. 300); however the points on these curves are foci on two different rays, and are not principal 
foci.] 

I [ada+bd8+cdy is a perfect differential. Hence 


v(as- Ta) - "2582,79 


(R^) is then obtained by substituting for LA dg from 27.] 
: rre da db | da db . i 
§ [If da d$ + 0, then, by the condition for equal roots, neither ast is zero, and they have opposite 


signs; suppose ds is negative. Then (R’) can be written 


(eV -pt a) +r (aaa qa) =° 


which is impossible. Therefore a - no and (S^) follows immediately. ] 
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47. We have seen, that a given ray has, in general, an infinite number of virtual foci, cor- 
responding to the undevelopable pencils, and determined by the formula (P’), 
Z' = pı. cos.2 L + pa. sin? L, 
and an infinite number of osculating foci, corresponding to the osculating focal mirrors, and 
determined by the formula (C’) 


But when fpa= pı, that is, when the ray is an axis of the system, then the variable angles dis- 
appear from these formule, and all the virtual and all the osculating foci close up into one single 
point, namely, the principal focus corresponding to that axis. Hence, and from the coefficient 
of undevelopability vanishing, it follows, that each axis of the system is intersected, at its own 
focus, by all the rays infinitely near; and that this focus, is the focus of a focal mirror, which has, 
with the given mirror, complete contact of the second order. A point of contact of this kind, 
that is, a point where the given mirror is met by an axis of the reflected system, I shall call a 
vertex of the mirror. 


48. Another remarkable property of the principal foci, is that they are the centres of 
spheres, which have complete contact of the second order with the surfaces that cut the rays 
perpendicularly; which may be proved by means of the following formule, deduced from (S’) 
and (T^), combined with the formule of 27., 

ey e-l1 PY g-l1 PY y-1 
aS RUM Vas oM 
(rado a aye TV CB 
dz.dy p’ deds p' dy.de p’ 
And if we substitute these expressions (U') in the formule of 29., we find the following 
equations, 


(U^) 


eis dy’ av’, dPV' 1 -(acypy 
(y -y).r da? *2p.3z.d; P Li dz rae p , 
" dy’ d?y' BY’ _1+¢—-(8 +79? ; 
Qtqphibqat eun tU dg TR pra o (V^) 
BV" PY’ ay’ PV" pg—(e-typ)(8- ya) 


P 
which determine the vertices, the axes, and the principal foci, when we know the equation of 
the mirror, and the characteristic function of the incident system. These formule (V’) may 
also be deduced from the equations (Z) of Section VIII. by means of the theorem that we have 
already established, respecting the complete contact of the second order, which exists, at a 
vertex, between the given mirror and the osculating focal surface corresponding: and they may 
be reduced to the two following; that is, to the equations (T) of Section VII. 
p {(yt+y’).dp+da’ MACC THREE EUH AM OSA] (T) 
p. y t y). dq - dB' c q.doy'] 2 dy +q .dz-— (B+ yq) (ada + Bdy + ydz), 
by observing, that these equations, which in general determine the lines of reflexion on the 
mirror, are, at a vertex, satisfied independently of the ratio between the differentials (dz, dy), 
provided that we assign to (p) its proper value, namely the distance of the principal focus. 
5-2 


WD Far bct qug t ae 
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49. As an application of the preceding theory, let us suppose that the incident rays diverge 
from a luminous point (X’, Y', Z’), and let us seek the vertices, the axes, and the principal foci 
of the reflected system. In this question, the equations (T) become, by 35., 


(+y). dp = (5 5) (de + pde — (e + yp) (ade  Bdy + dz), 


(+y). dg o (5+ 5) y gdz- (B + yg) (ade + Bdy + de), 


p' being the distance of the luminous point from the mirror; and since these equations are to 
be satisfied independently of the ratio between (da, dy), they resolve themselves into the three 


following, 


(y ty). r= (+>) {l+p?—(a+yp)}, 


(+y) t= (ee 5). (oet - C+ (w") 


(rey) «sm (5+3). pa- (ep) (v. 


which contain the solution of the problem. 


To shew the geometrical meaning of these equations (W^), let us take the vertex for origin, 
the normal at that point for the axis of (z), and the tangents to the lines of curvature for the 
axes of (v) and (y); we shall then have 
LT Y 
R , n R' , 
I being the angle of incidence, and R, R’, being the two radii of curvature of the mirror; and 
the formulæ (W’) become 


p=0, g=0, s=0, r= y —y' =cos. T, 


h.cos.Z =R (1—a*) = R' (1 — 82), aB=0, (X^) 
(h) being the harmonie mean between the conjugate focal distances, so that 
e m 
h pp 


The equation «8 = 0, shews that the plane of incidence must coincide either with the plane of 
the greatest or the least osculating circle to the mirror; and if we put 8=0, that is, if we 
choose the plane of incidence for the plane of (v, z) we shall have R’ =R (1— œ), R>R’, so 
that it is with the plane of the greatest osculating circle that the plane of incidence coincides. 
We have also 1 — a? = cos? J, 
h=R.cos. I = R' . sec. T, 
h-RH, R'—-R.cos?I, 


from which it follows, that the harmonie mean between the conjugate focal distances, is equal 
to the geometric mean between the radii of curvature of the mirror; and that the square of the 
cosine of the angle of incidence is equal to the ratio of those two radii of curvature. It follows 
also, that the line joining the luminous point to its conjugate focus, (that is, the axis of the 
osculating ellipsoid) passes through the centre of the least osculating circle to the mirror; and 
since it is also contained in the plane of the greatest osculating circle, it is tangent to one 
surface of centres of curvature of the mirror. 


(Y^) 
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50. As another application, let us take the case of parallel rays reflected by a combination 
of two given mirrors. Let c, B, vy, a’, 8’, y, be still the cosines of the angles which the last re- 
flected and last incident ray, measured from the last mirror, make with the axes of coordinates ; 
a’, B", y", the given cosines of the angles which the first incident ray, measured towards the first 
mirror, makes with the same axes; z, y, 2, p, q, 7, 8, t, the coordinates and partial differential 
coefficients of the last mirror, and 2’, y’, z’, p', q’, 7’, s’, t', the corresponding quantities of the first. 
We have then, 

a +a’ p.(y +7") =0, B+ B8" -q.(y +9") =9; 
da + p'. dy’ + (y +y”). dp' — 0, 
dB' +g . dy +(y' +7"). dq’ 20; 
a =a+a'p’, y =y+ p g Z-2zc4yp, 
da' =da+d.(a'p'), dy -—dy--d.(8'p), dz =dz+d.(y'p’), 
dp' =a’ .(da' — da) + B' .(dy' — dy) + y . (dz — dz), 
p' being the path traversed by the light, in going from the one mirror to the other; by means of 
these equations we can find, for the quantities (da’ + pdy’), (dB' + qdy’), which enter into (T), 
expressions which may be shewn to be of the form 
da! + pdy = Ade + Bdy, 
dp’ + qdy = Bda + Ody, 
A, B, C, involving p, q, p', q', 7’, 8’, t, p': and to determine the vertices, the axes, and the 
principal foci, of the last reflected system, we shall have the following equations, 


p y t y).r A] 1-4 p* — (e+ yp), 
py t y).s B] — pq — (@ + yp) (8 +79), (Z) 
py y). 6 C] 21g — (B yg. 


and therefore 


we have also 


XI. On the images formed by mirrors. 


51. It appears from the preceding section, that when rays issuing from a luminous point 
have been reflected at a given mirror, the two caustic surfaces touched by the reflected rays 
intersect one another in a finite number of isolated points, at which the density of reflected light 
is greatest, and of which each is the conjugate focus of an ellipsoid of revolution, that has its 
other focus at the given luminous point, and that has contact of the second order with the 
given mirror. It is evident that these points of maximum of density are the images of the given 
luminous point, formed by the given mirror; and that in like manner, the image or images of a 
given point, formed by a given combination of mirrors, are the corresponding points of maximum 
density, to which the intersection of the last pair of caustic surfaces reduces itself, and which 
are the foci of focal mirrors that have contact of the second order with the last given mirror. 
And on similar principles are we to determine the image of a curve or of a surface, formed by 
any given mirror, or combination of mirrors; namely, by considering the image of the curve or 
surface as the locus of the images of its points. 


52. Let us apply these principles to the investigation of the image of a planet formed by a 
curved mirror. The image of the planet's centre is the focus of a paraboloid of revolution, which 
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has its axis pointed to that centre, and which has complete contact of the second order with the 
mirror. To find this image, together with the corresponding point of contact, or vertex on 
the mirror, we have the equations 


ata’t+p.(y+y')=0, B+B q.i y)70, (A^) 
(y+ y') . pdp — de + pdz — (a + yp) Pb ade 
(y +y). pdg = dy + gdz — (B +99) (ada + Bdy + ydz), 
a, B, y, «', B’, y, being, as before, the cosines of the angles which the reflected and incident 
rays make with the axes of coordinates, and (p) being the focal distance; the formule (B") are 
satisfied by every infinitely near point upon the mirror, and therefore are equivalent to tbree 
distinct equations,* which contain the conditions for the contact of the second order between 


the paraboloid and the mirror. Differentiating the equations (A"), in order to pass from the 
centre to the disk of the planet, and eliminating (dp, dq) by means of (B’’), we find 


0 — p. (da + pdey') - d« + pda +p . (dz + pdy) — (& + yp) (ada + 8dy + dz), 
0 — p. (dB! + gd) + dy + pdf + q . (dz + pdy) — (B + yq) (ada + Bdy + ydz), 


(B") 


that is, 
0 — p. (da + pdwy') 4- da + pde — (& + yp) («da + B db + ydo), (C^) 
0 — p . (d8' + qdy')+ db + qdc — (B + yq) («da + 8db + fne 


if we put (a, b, c) to represent the coordinates of the image, so that 


- 


a—x=ap, b—y-—fp c—z-wp. 


Differentiating also the three distinct equations which are included in (B"), and eliminating, we 
shall get a result of the form 
p . dy = Ada + Bdb + C dc, (D^) 
A, B, C, involving the partial differentials of the mirror, as high as the third order. These 
equations (C"), (D'), combined with the identical relation o'da' + B'd8' + y'dy' = 0, and with the 
following formula, 
da? + dg? + dy? = c?, (E") 
in which o is the semidiameter of the planet, contain the solution of the question; for they de- 
termine the image of any given point upon the disk; and if we eliminate da’, df’, dy’, between 
them, we shall find the two relations between da, db, de, which belong to the locus of those 
images, that is, to the image of the disk itself. 


53. To simplify this elimination, let us take the central reflected ray for the axis of (2), that 
is, let us put a=0, 8=0, y=1. We shall then have by (A"), 
eo a 
T pret wm Liy 
and the formule (C’’) will become 


' e pdr’ / _ B'opdy 
pda + da 1+y”’ pd8 ade 


* [(Z)), with A=B=C=0,] 
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which give, by the identical relations 
a?--9?--y?—1, a’ .da'+ 8'.dB' e vy. dy — 0, 
pdy' =a'da+ 8'db, 
a’. (a’da + 8'db) 


pda --— da + tube denas d , (F’’) 
TM B' . («da + B'db) 


Eliminating da’, d8’, dy’, by these formule, from the equations (D") and (E"), we find, for 
the equations of the image, 
Ist.  (A—«).da-- (B —8').db 4- Cdc — 0, 
9d. da? + db? = p?. o? ; 


the image is therefore, in general, an ellipse, the plane of which depends on the quantities A, B, C, 
which enter into the 1st of its two equations, and therefore on the partial differentials of the 
mirror, as high as the third order; but the 2d of its two equations (G’’), is independent of those 
partial differentials, and contains this remarkable theorem, that the projection of the image 
of the disk, on a plane perpendicular to the reflected rays, is a circle, whose radius is equal to 
the focal distance (p), multiplied by (e) the sine of the semidiameter of the planet. 


(G^) 


54. The theorem that has been just demonstrated, respecting the projection of a planet's 
image, is only a particular case of the following theorem, respecting reflected images in general, 
which easily follows from the principles of the preceding section, respecting the axes of a reflected 
system. This theorem is, that if we want to find the image of any small object, formed by any 
given combination of mirrors, and have found the image of any given point upon the object, 
together with the corresponding vertex upon the last mirror of the given combination; the rays 
which come to this given vertex, from the several points of the object, pass after reflection 
through the corresponding points of the image. 


55. It follows from this theorem, that in order to form, by a single mirror, an undistorted 
image of any small plane object, whose plane is perpendicular to the incident rays, it is necessary 
and sufficient that the plane of the image be perpendicular to the reflected rays. This condition 
furnishes two relations between the partial differential coefficients, third order, of the mirror, | 
which will in general determine the manner in which the object and mirror are to be placed 
with respect to one another, in order to produce an undistorted image. Thus, if it were required 
to find, how we ought to turn a given mirror, in order to produce a circular image of a planet ; 
we should have the following condition, 


dp = oda + B'dy + yy dz, (H^) 


which expresses that the reflected rays are perpendicular to the plane of the image; «', 8’, 9’, 
being the cosines of the angles which the incident ray makes with the axes of coordinates; and 
p being the focal length of the mirror, which by 49. is equal to half the geometric mean between 
the radii of curvature; so that it is a given function of the partial differentials, first and second 


orders, of the mirror, 1 
P = 4 - l-prg $ Gr) 
MALLA 8?) 
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the cosines (a’, 8’, y') may also be considered as given functions of (p, q, r, s, t), because, by 
49. the incident ray at the vertex is contained in the plane of the greatest osculating circle 
to the mirror, and the square of the cosine of angle of incidence is equal to the ratio of the radii 
of curvature. The two equations therefore, into which (H’’) resolves itself, by putting separately 
dy — 0, dæ = 0, will furnish two relations between the partial differentials of the mirror, up to 
the third order; these are the two relations which express the condition for the image of the 
planet being circular: they are identically satisfied in the case of a spheric mirror, for then 
the first member of (H") vanishes, on account of the focal length being constant, and the second 
member on account of the incident ray coinciding with the normal; and accordingly, whatever 
point of a spherie mirror we choose for vertex, it will form a circular image of a planet; but 
when the mirror is not spheric, these two relations will in general determine a finite number of 
points upon it, proper to be used as vertices, in order to form an undistorted image. And when 
we shall have found these points, which I shall call the Vertices of Circular Image, it will then 
remain to direct towards the planet, one of the two lines which at any such vertex are contained 
in the plane of the greatest osculating circle to the mirror, and which make with the normal, at 
either side, angles, the square of whose cosine is equal to the ratio of the radii of curvature. 


XII. Aberrations. 


56. After the preceding investigations respecting the two foci of a reflected ray, or points 
of intersections with rays infinitely near; and respecting the axes of a reflected system, each of 
which is intersected, in one and the same point, by all the rays that are infinitely near it; we 
come now to consider the Aberrations of rays at a small but finite distance: quantities which 
have long been calculated for certain simple cases, but which have not, I believe, been hitherto 
investigated for reflected systems in general. 


57. When rays fall on a mirror of revolution, from a luminous point in its axis, the reflected 
rays all intersect that axis, and the distances of those intersections from the focus, are called 
the longitudinal aberrations. But in general, the rays of a reflected system do not all intersect 
any one ray of that system; and therefore the longitudinal aberrations do not in general exist, 
in the same manner as they do for those particular cases, which have been hitherto considered. 
However I shall shew, in a subsequent part of this essay, that there are certain other quantities 
which in a manner take their place, and follow analogous laws: but at present I shall confine 
myself to the lateral aberrations measured on a plane perpendicular to a given ray, of which the 
theory is simpler, as well as more important. 

Let therefore, (', y’, 2’) represent the coordinates of the point in which the plane of aber- 
ration is crossed by any particular ray ; these coordinates may be considered as functions of any 
two quantities which determine the position of that ray; for example, of the cosines of the 
angles which the ray makes with the axes of (æ) and (y). They may therefore be developed in 
series of the form 


Non; quite s. dx dix ex 
nisi te «as Brera a, E UE RAT M 

j'ai italie ct 3 @Y dy ý 
Aa ghee 5 +g Oth ga a+ 27 ae dB' a, B, + is BP} + &e, (K”) 
QUNM  . PAZ . , P 

eed ta UE I EI a, +2746 dB' . &, B, + a x bit rte 
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X, Y, Z, being their values for the given ray, that is the coordinates of the point from which 
aberration is measured, and (a@,, 8,) being the small but finite increments which the cosines 
(a, B) receive, in passing from the given ray to the near ray. These equations (K") contain the 
whole theory of lateral aberration; but in order to apply them, we must shew how to calculate 
the partial differential coefficients of (X, Y, Z), considered as functions of (a, 8). For this 
purpose I observe, that «, 8, being themselves the partial differential coefficients of the charac- 
teristic of the system, (Section V.), may be considered as functions of the coordinates a, b, of the 
projection of the point in which the ray crosses any given perpendicular surface ; 


CAA dV 
da’ B=7 > 
da EPF E. PV de da dV , £V. dc 
da da?" da.dc' da? db da.db  da.dc'db' 


d8  d*V dV de dB Lap. wr GV de. 
da da.db * db.do' da? db ~ d * db.do' db’ 


(c) being the other coordinate of the perpendicular surface, connected with a, b, by the relation 


c= 


V =const., 
which gives 
dV u s dV 
da' da + = . db + de’ «dé s 
that is, 
«da + 8db + yde = 


and if we represent by (p) the portion of the ray, ale between this perpendicular surface 
and the plane of aberration, we shall have 


X=a+ap, Y=b+ Bp, Z=c+yp. 
By means of these formulæ, combined with the equations 
«.dX + 8.dY - y. dZ —0, 
&.d?X -B.d?Y +y. d?Z — 0, 
a.d^X - 8.d^Y 4 y.d^Z — 0, 


we can calculate the partial differential coefficients of the five quantities X, Y, Z, a, 8, con- 
sidered as functions of (a, b) ; and if we wish to deduce hence, their partial differential coefficients 
relatively to one another, we can do so by means of the following formul:, 


dX 
dX = ur de + . dB, 
dX GX dX 
axa d'a 35: . dB —— dé da? 4 2,18 dB’ .da. dB + Te. . d8?, &e. 


together with the corresponding formule for Y and Z. 


58. As a first application of the preceding theory, let us suppose the distance between the 
two rays so small, that we may neglect the squares and products of (&,, 8,); let us also suppose, 
that the perpendicular surface of which (a, b, c) are coordinates, crosses the given ray at the 
point where that ray meets the mirror, and let us take that point for origin, the given ray for 


HMP | 6 
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the axis of (z), and the tangent planes to the two developable pencils passing through it for the 
planes of (a, z), (y, z): we shall then have, 40., 
a=0, 8-0, y=1, a=0, b=0, c=0, X=0, Y=0, Z=p, 
dc=0, dp=0, dZ=0, dX =da+pda, dY = db pd, 


ev dy diy da 
ae " ede rm nonas rve A abet 
py o Rye pog db 
vt Sena. ab^ T ANA n o 
da TPP dg-9 a7 daea 


pi, ps, being the focal lengths of the mirror; and substituting these values for the partial 
differential coefficients of X, Y, in the general expressions (K") for the lateral aberrations, we find 


a —(p—p).c, y'= (p — p?) + P, (L^) 

p being the distance from the perpendicular surface at the mirror to the plane on which the 
aberration is measured. These formule (L') are only the equations (E') of the IXth section, 
under another form; and it follows from the principles of that section, that the whole lateral 
aberration may be thus expressed, 

v(a? + y?) = 0. y(u? + è), 
0 — J(a? + 8?) being the angle which the near ray makes with the given ray; (u) a constant 
coefficient, depending on the position of the near ray, and determined by the equation 

u = (pı — p2) . sin, L . cos. L 


(L being the angle which the plane of (æ, 2) makes with a plane drawn through the given ray 
parallel to the near ray, so that 9, — «,. tan. L): and 


5 = p — (p1. cos? L + po . sin? L) 
being the distance of the point where the aberration is measured from the point at which that 
aberration is least. It follows also, that if we consider any small parcel of the near rays, the 
area on the plane of aberration over which these rays are diffused, is equal to the product of 
the distances of that plane from the two foci of the given ray, multiplied by a constant quantity 
depending on the nature of the parcel.* If, for instance, we consider only those rays which make 


with the given ray angles not exceeding some small given angle (0), these rays are diffused over 
the area of an ellipse, having for equation 


a’? y 
tt PRM beak GA 
(p—p)* (p — pa)? 
and this area is equal to the product of the focal distances (p — pi), (p — ps), multiplied by 7. 6, 
7 being the semicircumference of a circle whose radius is equal to unity. 


(M^) 


59. As a second application, let us take the case where the plane of aberration passes through 
one of the two foci of the given ray, for example, through the second, so that p— ps. In this 
case the formule (L’’) become 


a! = (p2— pı). &,, y- 0, 
* [6/. 43. 1] 
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so that if we continue to neglect terms of the second order, the points in which the near rays 
cross the plane of aberration, are all contained on the axis of (2'), that is, on the tangent to the 
caustic surface. But if we take into account the aberrations of the second order, that is, if we 
do not neglect the squares and products of «,, 8,, which enter into the general expression (K") 
for y', then the rays will cross the plane of aberration at a small but finite distance from the 
axis of (2); that is, y’ will have a small but finite value, which we now propose to investigate. 
For this purpose, that is, to calculate the coefficients in the page 
d dY 

yd a dB’ a, B, + d a5. 

I observe that the general formula, 57., 


dY dY diYgso, dY dy 

da taa GB VÀ 22335. da "dB + Ta: . dB, 

(in which «a, 8, Y, are considered as functions of the independent variables (a, b), and which is 
equivalent to three distinet equations) gives, in the present case, 


N”) 


diy = 


dY dY dY dY dY x44 
da? PY da? da.dB P Uda.db? dg 5 abe’ 
because 
dY dY da, db 
z 0, =0, da-——,. =, 
da dp T pi T p» 


Again, the equation Y = b + Bp gives d?Y = ps. d?8, when we put 
db=0, 8-0, dp=0, pp; 

dY DEC Io nre Lx ang , T8 

da ~ P? da? da.db P"'da.db! djs °?* qi” 


and the question is reduced to calculating these partial differential coefficients of (8). Now, the 
equation 


we have therefore 


dy dy d? V 
wem CA ge eet a ri e, 
, dy 
gives, (when we put @a=0, d*b —0, dc-— 0, d.d =0,) 
boi Los ^ diy diy 
mas c "Peut arm 


and therefore 
d8 dy UM er. €wB CK 
da? da®.dy’ da.db de.dy? db dy’ 
(V) being the characteristic of the system; so that finally, the coefficients in the formula (N’’) 
have for expressions 
d*y QE. E FC Ug ey... a 2Y 
dat PU aga? dadp A de aye? dg" dye 
They may therefore be calculated, either immediately from the characteristic function (V), 
if the form of that function be given; or from the equation of the mirror, and the characteristic 
of the incident system, according to the method of Section VI. 


(0^) 


6-2 
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60. The formula (N’’), which for conciseness may be written thus 
y = $ (Aa? + 2Ba,B, + CB), 


combined with the equation w' =7.a,, in which (i) denotes the interval (p2— pi) between the 
two foci of the ray, enables us to find the curve in which any thin pencil 8, — f (aj), is cut by a 
perpendicular plane passing through a focus of the given ray; a question for which the formulae 
of Section IX. are not sufficient; since, by those formule, the curve would reduce itself to a 
right line, namely the tangent to the caustie surface.* Suppose, for example, that all the rays 
of the thin pencil make with the given ray some given small angle (0), in which case we have 
seen that an ordinary section of the pencil is a little ellipse (M"); we then have to eliminate 
a,, 8,, between the three equations 


a’ = 1, y' = $ (Aa? + 2Ba,B,t CB’), a?+ BP= O, 
and we find for the equation of the section 
209 y' = Ac? + 2Ba' . (009 — 22) + C (00? — 47?); (P") 


which evidently represents a curve shaped like an hour-glass, or figure of eight, having its node 
on the axis of (y), that is, on the normal to the caustic surface, at a distance = $C . 6? from the 
focus, and bounded by the two tangents #’ =+76, The area of this curve is the double of 


the definite integral es | V(? 0? — 2/2) , z'da', taken from g' = 0 to æ' = 10; it is therefore 
x-$. B... (Q") 


But we must not suppose that this area, like the area of the elliptic section (M’’), is the entire 
space over which all the intermediate rays, that is, all the rays making with the given ray angles 
less than (0), are diffused upon the plane of aberration; for it is clear that these intermediate 
rays intersect the plane of aberration partly inside the curve (P"), and partly outside it; since 
the focus itself, that is, the point æ’ = 0, y' 2 0, is outside that curve. We must therefore, in 
order to find the whole space occupied by the intermediate rays, investigate the enveloppe of all 
the curves similar to (P’’), which can be formed by assigning different values to (0), and then 
add to the area (X) of the curve (P") itself, the area of the additional space included between 
it and its enveloppe. Differentiating therefore, the equation (P") for (@) as the only variable, 
we find 

C? , i10.00..(AC — B?) 


, 322 .. 42) — aa oe Se 
Ba XC.4(00?—5' 0-0, zx Bio 7 B , 


so that the enveloppe sought is a common parabola, having for equation, 

20... y' —(AC — B) .u?, (R^) 
and the additional space (Z^), included between it and the curve which it envelopes, being equal 
to the double of the definite integral 

1 /, , , 
sag | Be - C. (26 — a!) de’, 


* [These two lines, one for each focus, are known as “ focal lines” or “image lines” (cf. Southall, Geometrical 
Optics (1913), p. 47). They are often associated with the name of J. C. F. Sturm (Comptes rendus, 20 (1845), 
pp. 554 —560). See also the Third Supplement, p. 240, of this volume, where the lines are called “guiding lines."] 
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4.0.0 
/(B? + C2)? 


x-2ie. (- B (B+ 09) ; 


taken from 2’ =0, to a’ = has for expression 


so that the whole space over which the intermediate rays are diffused, has for expression 
S43 = 50.6. (B+ y(B + 0%). (S") 


In these calculations A, B, C, i, have been supposed positive: but the formula (S'") holds 
also when all or any of them are negative, provided that we then substitute their numeric for 
their algebraic values.* 


61. To find the geometrical meanings of the coefficients A, B, C, which enter into the pre- 
ceding expressions for the aberrations measured from a focus, let us investigate the curvatures 
of the caustie surface. The two focal lengths of a ray, measured from the given perpendicular 
surface, are determined by the formula (Q) of Section VI. 


(e+ z) (e + 38) - Boat 
which when we make a e py, dB x zz 0, - a7 — p2, Pp=pe2, gives by differentiation, 
dp=—d. (18 a): We have also, by the same section, 
pd dy Aj db _ ( dV ZE) 


de® * dy? ~ \da dy) | ABT TUNO TE ~ " do. de)? 
which when we put 


dt py! dye ww ap 
gives by differentiation i i 


d. (a) - —pi.d. (Ge) B,da+ C . df, 
and therefore dp = —(Bda+Cdf). If then we denote by 2,, y,, z,, the coordinates of the caustic 
surface, considered as functions of a and b, we have 

æ=a+ap, y,—b-FBp, 2,—c-wyp, 
dæ, = da + pda — ida, dy,=0, dz,=dp=—(Bda+ Cdp), 
dy, = pa. R + 2dB . dp = A . da? — C. d(8?, 
so that the focus of a near ray has for coordinates 
t=, y,—$(Aa! — OBP) 2,—psa— (Ba Cpr); 
| eliminating œ, 8,, we find for the approximate equation of the caustic surface, 
20. y, + li. (2,— p2) + Bu,}?- AC. a? = 


* [The positive value of the radical is to be taken in all cases. ] 
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which shews, that the radius of curvature R of a normal section of this surface, is given by the 


following equation, 
j2 
zd — 4? cos. w + 2iB . sin. w . cos. œ + (B? — AC) . sin? c, 


(v) being the angle which the plane of the section makes with the plane of (yz). Making œ= 0, 
we get R=C; and the maximum and minimum of R, are given by the equation 
A. R?+(B-AC+#?).R-C.?=0 

from which it follows that C is the radius of curvature of the caustic curve, and that if we denote 
by (@) the angle at which this curve crosses either line of curvature on the caustic surface, we 
shall have 

ere. 2 NEERA E a es EN 

— R cos? c + R” sin? w’ — F cos? v + R” sin?’ 


i. (R' — R").sin.o.cos. œ (T") 


R'cos?o--R'"smn?o ’ 


B- 


R’, R” being the two radii of curvature of the caustic surface. It appears from these formule 
(T"), that when the ray touches either line of curvature upon the caustic surface, (which is 
always the case when the reflected system consists of rays, which after issuing from a luminous 
point, have been reflected by any combination of mirrors of revolution, that have a common 
axis passing through the luminous point), or when the focus is a point of spheric curvature on 
its own caustic surface, then B vanishes, and the area (Q") of the little hour-glass curve is equal 
to nothing. In fact, in this case, that curve changes shape, and becomes confounded with a 
little parabolic are, which has for equation 27?y' = Aa"? + C (1? 0* — 4'?), and which is comprised 
between the limits z' = +76; this parabolic arc is crossed at its extremities by the parabola (R"), 
of which the equation becomes 27?y’ = Az'?: and the whole space included between these two 
parabolas, that is, the whole space over which the near rays are diffused, has for expression, 


B= 25.0.0 (U”) 


62. As a third application, let us consider the case of aberrations from a principal focus. In 
this case we have i=0, and the expressions for E, Y', vanish; we must therefore have recourse 
to new calculations, and introduce terms of the second order, in the expression of «', as well as 


in that of y’. We find 
diy dy 
Z5 wy EET 
d =h. (s. de er €, B, + qu rw p .8?). 
dV diy 
AONO UL OT 
y -3 (ga gy % +27 d dy? ` c, B, + d ;.; 82). 
expressions which may be thus written 
æ =(Aa? 2Ba,B, + CB), } 
y' = (Ba? + 2Co,B, + DB’), 
A, B, C, having different meanings here, from what they had in the preceding paragraphs. And 
if we eliminate «,, 8,, between these equations, by means of the relation 


a? + BP= 


"9 


www.rcin.org.pl 


62] I. THEORY OF SYSTEMS OF RAYS 47 


which expresses that the near rays make with the given ray an angle = 0; we find, for the curve 
of aberration, that is, for the locus of the points in which those rays cross the perpendicular 
plane drawn through the principal focus, the following equation, 


4 ((B* — AC) 0? — By’ + Ca’} (C? — BD) @ + By’ — Ca’} 
= (A - 0) y' + (D - B) x' + (BO — AD). 02), 
which may be thus written 
A" y? - 2B" a! y' + C" 9? — (Dy + E" a!) P+ F".0:—0, (W") 
if we put for abridgment 
A" =(A-—C?+4B, B"-(A—O)(D—B)—4BC, C"-(D- By +40, 


D" =(4+0).B"+(D+B).A", E" =(A+C).0"+(D+B).B", 


F” =(AD — BC) — 4 (B? — AC) (œ — BD). 
These values give 
A" Q" — B'34 (C (A ht C) +B (D — B)?, 
so that the curve (W"') is an ellipse ; the centre of this little ellipse has for coordinates 
"z1(AT0).0, b’=4(D+B).&, 
Z= + 4r .{C. (C —4A)+B.(B- D). 0+. (X") 


If now we consider those intermediate rays, which make with the given ray some given 
small angle (6’), less than (0), the points in which these rays cut the plane of aberration will 
form another similar ellipse, having for equation 

A" 2 Jr 2 B's! y! Hw OAF — (D'y + E") 02 +p" 64=0 ; 

and if (F”) be negative, this ellipse is entirely inside the other, and all the rays that make with 
the given ray angles not exceeding (0) are diffused over the elliptic area (X"). But if ("") be 
positive, that is, if the focus be outside the little ellipse of aberration (W"'), then the interme- 
diate rays are not all diffused over the area of the ellipse, but cut the plane of. aberration partly 
inside that area and partly outside it. To find therefore, in this case, the whole space ove: which 
these near rays are diffused, we must seek the enveloppe of ail the little ellipses similar to (W”), 
and then add to the area of that curve (W”) itself, the area of the space included between it and 
its enveloppe. This enveloppe has for equation 


(D'^ d E"a' y I AP" 1 (Ay? 4- 2B'"5'y fa C"4/2) ; (X^) 
when F” is negative it has no existence, and when F” is positive it consists of two right lines 
passing through the focus, which are common tangents to all the little ellipses, and which may 


be called the Limiting Lines of Aberration; the space included between them and the ellipse 
(W”’), has for expression 


and its area is 


3 ==. (any) z”) 


> being the area of the ellipse, and (y) an angle whose cosine, multiplied by the focal distance 
of the centre of that ellipse, is equal to the semidiameter whose prolongation passes through the 
focus; we have therefore 

VF’ 


0(0—4) - B(B - D e? 


tan, y= 
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and the entire space over which the intermediate rays are diffused is* 
Z +X =4[VF" + (m — 4) {0 (0 — 4) + B(B-D)}]. 6. (B'^) 


63. We have just seen, that in investigating the aberrations from a principal focus, it is 
necessary to distinguish two cases, essentially different from one another. In the one case, all 
the rays that make with the given ray angles not exceeding some given small angle (0), are 
diffused over the area of a little ellipse; in the other case they are diffused over a mixtilinear 
space, bounded partly by an elliptic are, and partly by two right lines, which touch that elliptic 
arc, and which pass through the principal focus. The analytic distinction between these two 
cases depends on the sign of a certain quantity F”, which is negative in the first case, and 
positive in the second. It is therefore interesting to examine, for any proposed system, whether 
this quantity be positive or negative. I am going to shew that this depends on the reality of the 
roots of a certain cubic equation, which determines the directions of spheric inflexion on the sur- 
faces that cut the rays perpendicularly ; I shall shew also that the sign of the same quantity, is 
the criterion of the reality of the roots of a certain quadratic equation, which determines the 
directions in which the plane of aberration is cut by the two caustic surfaces. 


First then, with respect to the caustic surfaces, it may be proved, by reasonings similar to 
those of 61., that the two foci of a near ray have for coordinates 


æ, =a + p,Q,, Ur Y tpB, Z-—p-cp, 
x’, y, being the coordinates of the point in which the near ray crosses the plane of aberration, 
determined by the formule (V’’), and (p,) having a double value determined by the following 


quadratie equation 
(4p, + Aa, + BB,) ($p, + Ca, + DB) — (Ba, + CB, = 0, 


in which A, B, C, D, have the same meanings as in the preceding paragraph. The intersection 
therefore of the caustic surfaces with the plane of aberration, is to be found by putting p, — 0, 
which gives z' =p, æ=, y, y', 


(Aa, + BB,) (Ca, + DB,) — (Bo, + CB) — 0; (C^) 
the condition for the roots being real, in this quadratic (C’’’), is 
(AD — BC? — 4(B* — AO) (C? — BD) > 0, (D^) 


that is, F’’>0,so that unless this condition be satisfied, the caustic surfaces do not intersect 
the plane of aberration; and when this condition is satisfied, the intersection consists of two 
right lines, which are determined by the equation 


(Ay' — Ba’) (Cy! — Da’) = (By' — Cay, (E) 
and which may easily be shewn to be the same with those limiting lines which we have already 
considered. 


* [This formula applies for all values of the constants consistent with F” > 0, provided that in (A") and 
(B") the expression C (C— A) -- B(B — D) is replaced by its absolute value, and y is defined as an acute angle, 
VF’ in all cases having its positive value.] 

t [This phenomenon belongs to the type of aberration known as coma; this word was used in this connection 
by J. J. Lister (Phil. Trans. Roy. Koc., 1830, pt. 1, p. 193), who observed “a faint light or coma” stretching out 
from the image of a bright source formed by a microscope objective, but did not supply a theoretical explanation. 
For this reference we are indebted to Mr T. Smith.] 
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64. Secondly, respecting the surfaces that cut the rays perpendicularly, and which are given 

by the differential equation 
«da 4- 8db 4- ydc = 0 
we have seen in a former section that the principal foci are the centres of spheres that have 
contact of the second order with these perpendicular surfaces; and if we wish to find the 
directions in which they are cut by those osculating spheres, we must express that the sum 
of the terms of the third order in the development of the ordinate of the sphere, is equal to 
the corresponding sum, in the development of the perpendicular surface. This condition, when 
the ray is taken for the axis of (2), gives d?c == 0, that is, d?a . da + d*8 . db = 0, which produces the 
following cubic equation, (see 59.) 
o= Fa dat. gay da?.db+3. LIF ^" diets. d». — (FU) 

This equation determines the directions of spheric inflexion upon the perpendicular surface, 
that is, the directions in which it is cut by its osculating sphere; and the condition for there 
being three such directions, that is, for the three roots of this cubic equation being real, is 


ls PV o PV dV z ( diy y dV. dV | 


d3'dy ~ dat dy’ de df dat dy) "de 'ds.dji 
BV dV day T 
aaa) di dy ds| «9 xl 


that is, F< 0. When, therefore, the principal focus is inside the little ellipses of aberration, 
there are three directions of spheric inflexion on the surfaces that cut the rays perpendicularly ; 
and when it is outside those little ellipses, there is but one such direction. It appears also, from 
the formula (F’’’), that the aberrations of the second order do not vanish, unless the surfaces 
that cut the rays perpendicularly have contact of the third order with the osculating spheres 
that have their centre at the principal focus; this condition is expressed by four equations 
which are not in general satisfied: and for this reason I shall dispense with considering the 
aberrations of the third order, because they only present themselves in some particular cases; 
for example, in spheric mirrors, the theory of which has perhaps been sufficiently studied 
by others. 


65. I shall conclude this section by shewing that the conditions for contact of the third 
order between the perpendicular surface and its osculating sphere, which, as we have just seen, 
are the conditions for the aberrations of the second order vanishing, are also the conditions for 
contact of the third order, between the mirror and the osculating focal surface (Section VIII.) ; 
and that the sign of that quantity (F") which distinguishes between the two different kinds 
of aberration from a principal focus, and which, as we have seen, depends on the number of 
directions in which the perpendicular surface is cut by the osculating sphere, depends also on 
the number of directions in which the mirror is cut by its osculating focal surface. 

To prove these theorems, I observe that if we denote by (p”, q’) the partial differential 
coefficients, first order, of the focal surface, that is, of the surface which would reflect accurately 
the rays of the given incident system to the focus (X, Y, Z), the condition that determines the 
directions, in which this surface cuts the given mirror, with which (by Section X,) it has com- 
plete contact of the second order, is 

dp” . da + d?*q" . dy = Æp . dæ + d?q . dy, (H^) 


HMP 7 


www.rcin.org.pl 


50 I. THEORY OF SYSTEMS OF RAYS [65 


and that this same equation, when it is to be satisfied independently of the ratio between dz, dy, 
resolves itself into four distinct equations, which are the conditions for contact of the third order, 
between the given mirror and its osculating focal surface. Now, if we represent by «", B”, y” 
the cosines of the angles which the reflected ray would make with the axes, if it came from the 
focal surface, and not from the given mirror, we shall have (Section IL.) 


a” +d ¥ (y" + y)p" is 0, A" + p + (y" + y) qg” E 
and therefore 


da” + da! + (dy + dy). p" + (y" t y). dp" — 0, 

dB" + dp’ + (dy + dy) . g” +(y" +y). dq" = 

Pa" + d'a! + (Py + dy’). p +2 (d + dy). dp" (y y). Pp" = 

d? g" + d? g' + (dy + dy’). gq +2 (dy” + dy’). dq" + (y" +y). dg —0, 
a’, B’, ', being the cosines of the angles which the incident ray makes with the axes; in the 
same manner, we have for the given mirror, 


ata+(y+').p=0, 8*8 t (y y).970, 
da + da! + (dy + dy’) p + (y + y') dp =0,. 
dB + dB' + (dy + do) q + (Y +7’) dq — 0, 
Pa + da’ + (dy + dy’) p + 2 (dy + dr’) dp + (y +1) Pp — 0, 
d*B -- d* B' + (Py + dry’) q + 2 (dy + dy) dq + (y +y) Pq — 0, 
and, because of the contact of the second order, which exists between the two surfaces, we have 
pap ig ^en gi Oe A Bo n e 
dp'-dp, dj'-dg, de'-de, dg"-dB, dy'-dy, 
(y - y') (P? p" . da + d?q" . dy) + 2 (dy + dy’) (dp . dæ + dq. dy) 
+ d? (4 -- 9). da 4- d? (B" +B’). dy 4- d? (s +7). dz — 0, 
(y + y) (dp . dz + dq . d) + 2 (dy + dy’) (dp . de + dq . dy) 
T d? (a +a). dæ d? (B +B’). dy +d (y - y).d220; 
the condition (H"') may therefore be thus written, 
da” , da + d?" .dy+d*y".dz=@a.da+d*8.dy+dy.dz: a) 


besides, when the given ray, or axis of the system, is made the axis of (z), and when we take for 
the two independent variables the two quantities (a, b), that is, the coordinates of the projection 
of the point in which the ray crosses the perpendicular surface, 57., we have, from 59., and from 
the nature of the functions c", 8", y”, 


da" —0, @B"=0, diy'-dhy, da-de, -db- dy, 


em dV us 
Ma = 7 49 3 ddady io La 
d V dV dy 
dv gw ds. dji da. dy + qd 
so that (I'") becomes 
dy dy diy BV " 
dg 499. uo dj da. dy3.7 da dj d dyes dio 0; (K”) 
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this then is the cubic equation which determines on the given mirror, the directions of focal 
inflection, that is, the directions in which it is cut by the osculating focal mirror; and comparing 
this with the cubic equation (F"') which determines the directions of spheric inflexion on the 
perpendieular surfaces, we see that the planes which pass through these directions of spheric 
inflexion, and through the axes of the system, pass also through the directions of focal inflexion 
on the mirror; so that the number of the latter directions is the same as the number of the 
former. If then there be but one direction of focal inflexion on the mirror, that is, if the cubic 
equation (K’’’) have two of its roots imaginary, the principal focus is outside the little ellipses 
of aberration, and the caustic surfaces cross the plane of aberration, in those two limiting lines, 
or tangents to the little ellipses, which we have considered in 62.; but if there be three directions 
of focal inflexion, that is, if the three roots of (K'") be real, then the limiting lines of aberration 
become imaginary, and the principal focus is inside the little ellipses. And if the equation (K"") 
be identically satisfied, that is, if the mirror have contact of the third order with its osculating 
focal surface, then the little ellipses themselves disappear, and the aberrations of the second 
order vanish. 


XIII. Density. 


66. Malus, who first discovered that the rays of a reflected system are in general tangents 
to two caustic surfaces, has given in his Traité D'Optique, (published among the Mémoires des 
Savans Etrangers*) the following method for investigating the density of the reflected light at 
any given point of the system. He considers two infinitely near pairs of developable surfaces 
formed by the rays; and as he believed himself to have demonstrated that the two surfaces of 
such a pair are not in general perpendicular to one another, when the rays have been more 
than once reflected, he concludes that the perpendicular section of the parcel of rays comprised 
between the four developable surfaces, will be in general shaped as an oblique angled parallelo- 
gram, whose area is equal to the product of the two focal distances of the section, multiplied by 
the sine of the angle formed by the two developable surfaces of each pair. He then compares this 
area with the area over which the same rays would be diffused, if they had proceeded without 
interruption to an equal distance from the luminous point; and he takes the reciprocal ratio of 
these areas for the measure of the density of the reflected light, compared with that of the direct 
light. The calculations required in this method are of considerable intricacy; and the most 
remarkable result to which they lead, is that along a given ray the density varies inversely as 
the product of the focal distances, being infinite at the caustic surfaces, and greatest at their 
intersection. The same result follows from the theorem which I have pointed out in 43. re- 
specting small parcels of rays bounded by any thin pencil, of whatever shape; and that theorem 
furnishes a general method for investigating the density of the reflected light, at points not 
upon the caustic surfaces, which appears to me simpler than that of Malus, and which for that 
reason I am going here to explain. 

Suppose then that rays issuing from a luminous point have been any number of times 
. reflected by any combination of mirrors; let us put A to represent the density of the direct 
light at the distance unity from the luminous point, and let us put (s) to represent the space 
over which any given small parcel of that light, bounded by any thin cone, is perpendicularly 
diffused at that distance. Then, if we represent by (p) the first side of the polygon, that is, the 


* [See Appendix, Note 2, p. 463.] 
7-2 
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portion of any given incident ray comprised between the luminous point and the first mirror, 
the perpendicular section of the incident parcel, at that distance from the luminous point, will 
have its area € —p?.s; and the space over which the parcel is diffused upon the mirror, has 
p.s 

cos. [ ’ 
will again have its perpendicular section = p?.s ==; and if we represent by Fy’, Fz’, the two focal 
lengths of the first mirror, that is, the distances from the point of incidence to the two points 
where the first reflected ray touches the first pair of caustic surfaces, we shall have by 43. the 
following expression for the perpendicular section of the reflected parcel, at any distance (p’) 


from the first mirror ; 

»_ &.(p' — Fr) — Fs’) : > A "n 
>= E. , in which X = p?. s. av^ 
Now let p' be the second side of the polygon, that is, the path run over by the light in going 
from the first mirror to the second, and let (F,", Fg’) be the two focal lengths of the second 


mirror; we shall have, in a similar manner, for the area of the perpendicular section of the 
parcel, after the second reflexion, at a distance p" from the second mirror, 


for expression I being the angle of incidence. Immediately after reflexion, the parcel 


ls >’ (p^ ne FA") (p"' e Fz”) : x 
X cd FF" : FU , (M ) 


and so on, for any number of reflexions. Having thus got the space over which the refiected 
rays are perpendicularly diffused, the density is obtained by this formula 


s.A 


AQ = XE (N"") 
For instance, if the rays have been but once reflected, then the density is 
85581. F, / . F. ^ 
A'- Pr-LE A = 2 E 7 Io’ Cani 
x 75 (B) a) t 
a formula which agrees with that of Malus; after two reflections, the density is 
A" s. A A’ . FP" . a (P) 


A' being the density immediately before the second reflexion: a formula which is different from 
that of Malus, and which appears to me to be simpler. 


67. The two preceding methods, namely, that of Malus, and that of the preceding paragraph, 
fail when the density is to be measured at the caustic surfaces; for they only shew that the 
density at those surfaces is infinitely greater than at other points of the system, without shewing 
by what law the density varies in passing from one point of a caustic surface to another, This 
question, which has not been treated by Malus, appears to me too important to be passed over, 
although the discussion of it is more difficult than the investigation of the density at ordinary 
points of the system. 


Let us then, as a first approximation, resume the formule of 60. 
a =ia,, y —1(Aa?-2Bo,B,-- C8), 


a’, y' being the coordinates of the point in which a near ray crosses the plane of aberration, that 
is, a plane perpendicular to the given ray, passing through the focus of that ray; œ, 8,, small 
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but finite quantities, namely, the cosines of the angles which the near ray makes with the axes 
of (z') and (y’), the former of which axes is a tangent and the other a normal to the caustic sur- 
face; A, B, C, coefficients depending on the curvatures of that surface, and on the interval (i) 
between the two foci of the ray. To find by these equations the space over which the rays, 
that pass through any given small area on the plane of aberration, are diffused upon another 
perpendicular plane, which crosses the given reflected ray at the point where that ray meets the 
mirror, we are to employ these other formule (see 58.) 


——p.90, b — — ps. B,; 
a, b, being the coordinates of the point in which a near ray crosses this latter plane, and pi, ps, 
the distances of that point from the two caustic surfaces, that is, the two focal lengths of the 
mirror. In this manner we find, that to any given point (z', y') on the plane of aberration, 
correspond two other points on the other perpendicular plane, determined by the equations 


a=— E , b= A , (Bæ' x /{2CPy' + (B! — A0) 49); (Q") 


LU 


understanding however that these two points become imaginary, when the quantity under the 
radical sign is negative, that is, when the point (z', y’) is at the wrong side of the enveloping 
parabola (R'), 60.; which parabola, within the small extent in which it is taken, may be con- 
sidered as confounded with the normal section of the caustie surface made by the plane of 
aberration. Now, if we consider any infinitely little rectangle upon this latter plane, having for 
the coordinates of its four corners 


Ist. x’, y', 2d. a' + dz’, y, 3d. a’, y' + dy’, 4th. æ + da’, y' + dy’, 


the rays which pass inside this little rectangle are diffused over two little parallelograms on the 
other perpendicular plane; the four corners of the one having for coordinates, 


db 


Ist. a, b, 2d. a + da, b+ 1 zo da, 
db l P 7 db 
3d. kid 2 . dy’, 4th. a+da, b+ gy da’ + dy 3^ 
and the four corners of the other having for coordinates, 
Ist a, V, — 2d. a+ da, V 4 9^, dr, 
dat d em. dy, | 4th. atda, V 4 DD. dd +5. ij. 
b, b', being the two values of i given by the formule (Q"'). The areas of these two parallelo- 
grams are each equal to (da : m : dy), that is to 


pi. p2. da’. dy!’ 
4/20 --(B* — AC) "E 
. and the area of the little rectangle/on the plane of aberration is dz’ . dy’; if then we denote by 
A" the density at the mirror, we shall have for the density at the point 2", y’, on the plane 
of aberration, the following approximate expression 


2. pi. pa Aw 


Ae) = = ee Se 
/ 209 + (B* — AC) a? 


(R^) 
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an expression which shews that at the caustic surface the density is infinitely greater than at 
the mirror; and that near the caustic surface the density is not uniform, but varies nearly 
inversely as the square root of the perpendicular distance from that surface; so that we may 
consider this density as constant in any one of the little parabolic bands comprised between two 
infinitely near parallels to the enveloping curve (R’’) 60. 


68.* To treat this question, respecting the variation of density upon the plane of aberration, 
in a more accurate manner, let us take into account the remaining terms of the developments 
of z' and y', as given by the general theory, which we have explained at the beginning of the 
preceding section. For although we were at liberty to neglect these terms, when we were only 
in quest of approximate formulz to represent the manner in which certain of the near rays are 
diffused over the plane of aberration; yet, when we are returning from this latter plane to the 
perpendicular plane at the mirror, it is not safe to neglect any term on account of its smallness, 
until we have examined whether, in thus returning, its influence may not be magnified in such 
a manner as to become sensible. 


Let us then resume the inis series (K") 57. 


dX eX dX 
a= X +. van -B +4. laa 0^ ario dB o, B, + a 3 Ait + te. 


dY ey ay 
yu digg «sg: B, á- aa 0)? + 2 d8 dp’ .a,B, + TE 3 «Bt + &e, 


in which we have at sits 


dX . dX d.c dii 
X =0, Y=0, dsc” dg "9 XD" ga 
eX  ,@V wx PY @X BV 
dat PU du^ da.dBP!*P® dak. dy? dpi Ps P qu dye 
dY Py. BY , GY "OY ,-V 


dat CPU. Avda dy da. dB PU PI du dye dpi =P ea 
V being the characteristic function; so that 


d? X dY dX  dY 
and 


da.dB da’ dg? da. dp’ 
We have in like manner, F 
_ da da d'a , da da 
ty = ag Ot a tbt tint Lu 
_ dp dg dg. -a d*B dB y 
B= att b+4 laa a +2 a.d ab+ yx Bt + &e, 
in which, at present 
da__1 da yj Bo d8 1 
da... mi db deiude rp, 


da PV da dV da dV 

da da’? da.db dx.dy' db da. dy?’ 

PB o dy oq OP BAPE 

da? da*.dy' da.db du.dy’ d$ dy’ 
* [See Appendix, Note 3, p. 465.] 
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And if we substitute these expressions for «,, 8,, in the two series for z' and y’, we shall get two 
other series of the form 


da’ da’ dèa’ dèa’ 

a=. a+ ae ui +2 7 db db: ab 4- db? * LL &o., (S^) 
COME CUP 249 09 dy 

y» A uS Ax E E ob OE, Li &e, 


in which, at present, 


di __+ dw _5»5 Wiy We 

a en sas ae 
ee ae ee E eS V 
da P da’ da.db "> da®.dy’ ds P" da. dy?’ 
dy’ BV dy BV dy @&V 


du "PU de® dy’? da. la. di = P dy dy?’ dis P2: Typ’ 
and in which the other coefficients can also be calculated by means of the characteristic function. 


This being laid down, let us put æ’ =r . cos. v, y’ — r.sin. v, and let us develope (a) and (b), 
according to the powers of (r). The developments will be of the form 


q, 2 TU Lay rm ou! pm yl + "T ') a 


b r^ wr”. Ww! «rU ow" suu 


m, m, m" ... n, n', n” ... being positive and increasing exponents, which may or may not be 
fractional, and u, uw’, w” ... w, w', w” ... being functions of the angle (v): which functions, as well 
as the exponents of the terms that multiply them, we have now to determine, Substituting 
therefore the values (T’’’) in the series (S’’’) we find the Vim equations : 


1st.......0 = — r. cos. vt. (r".u t...) 1. ERO. NS ud... 


a "i 
Barr iat. to) hw) 3 (rw +...) + &e., 


rr 


2d TP 0-2-—r. sin. v4]. prd E (m, ut.. + 


d eee) (r. w+...) 


no. d 


In order that these two equations should be identically satisfied, we must have, in the first 
place, for the exponents of the lowest powers of r in the developments (T"") 


m=1, n-i; 
and for the corresponding coefficients, (u, w), — - 


da’ 
(1)...0 =— cos.v+ 7 ute. oo ow 


ed du 
(2)...0= sin. v +4. pa 
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that is, in the notation of the preceding paragraph,* 
2p1p2. COS. V + 2ipz. u = B, . w?, 
2p2”. sin. v = C . v? } 
In a similar manner we find for the next greater exponents, m'—$, » —1; and for the cor- 
responding coefficients, w’, w’, 


(U^?) 


de du d? mU nr 
(IA. =. har ow A uw ya cU tiep 
jb MP d?' E wy o 
(2). 09e aay tape at 


And so proceeding, we can find as many of the exponents and coefficients of the developments 
(T""), as may be necessary; the exponents forming the two following series, 


"s t+2 


m=1, m’=§8, m’’=2,...... mes, 
n=4, Wel, w'»*$,..... nti = STE, 
and the coefficients being successively determined by equations of the following form, 
(1)...0 Be ul + Ee „w. wt + kP, 
dy (V3 
ii^ RE 6 a. RO 
(2)9...0 = ape V wO + ks 
(9: 89e o 2 dn 
ky .r*® ,ks .r? ,representing for abridgment the sums of the known terms of the dimension 


(E27) in the. expansions of z' and y', according to the powers of r, obtained by substituting 


in (S"^) the assumed developments ('T"^) in place of a and b. The quantities k?, KÊ, are there- 
fore rational functions of the preceding coefficients u, w', ...... «79, w, Ww, ...... w*-), and 
therefore finally of u and w; and these functions do, or do not, change sign along with w, 
according as ¢ is an odd or an even number. Hence it follows, that the developments (T’”’), 
which represent the coordinates of the points, where the near rays passing through any assigned 
point upon the plane of aberration are intersected by the perpendicular plane at the mirror, are 
of the form | 

a=r.(utriu' runt uu) ert. (tri! +...) 

b — xri (w +r. w" r2 w" uus) rw! row" +...) 
the coefficients of the fractional powers being real or imaginary, according as w is real or 
imaginary, that is, by (U'"), according as Cc ) is positive or negative; or finally, by 61., 
according as the assigned point (7, v) upon the plane of aberration, is, or is not, situated at that 


dug SAL us EN I quy 
zm P: Jad’ dadb P! dai? 
dy d? 3/ d? 

B= pipi dry Mh a m Ps d 


dè V dy 
C= pè a= PP a J 
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side of the tangent plane of the caustic surface, towards which is turned the convexity of the 
caustic curve. However, when the polar angle (v) approaches to (0) or (180°), that is when the 
right line joining the focus of the given ray to the assigned point upon the plane of aberration, 
tends to become a tangent to the caustic surface, the numeric value of (sin. v), and therefore 
of (w), diminishes indefinitely ; and consequently the coefficients which contain negative powers 
of that quantity, increase without limit, so that the series (T"^) become at length illusory. In 
this case, therefore, it becomes necessary to have recourse to new developments, which will be 
indicated in the succeeding paragraph. - But abstracting for the present from this case, which, 
in examining the variation of the density of the reflected light upon the plane of aberration, 
may usually be avoided by a proper choice of the focus from which the aberrations are to be 
measured: it may easily be shewn, by reasonings similar to those of the preceding paragraph, 
that if we consider any infinitely small polar rectangle upon the plane of aberration, having its 
base =r. dv, and its altitude=dr; the rays which pass inside this little rectangle, are, at the 
mirror, diffused nearly perpendicularly over two little parallelograms, whose areas are 


C da db da db 
x (n ET ge d). dr . dv, 


zc. um d» — da’ db’ 
dr’ dv dvdr 


a, b, a’, b', being the coordinates of the two points, determined by the series (T). Substituting 
for these coordinates their values, we find that the two areas (W'") are the two values of the 
following expression, 


Ew-3.r.dr.dv. intr A e d Teo xri. e ente t) 


cw") 
T): dr . dv, 


dv dv dv 
x (w 8. rw 5. r3 w" +... x2. 05 (w! 2. w" +...)} 


Sr dr do rer BE +72, dw teeth (Ste, dw o PET J 


dv dv dv 
x (2.(u-2.r.u" -3.r2.w" "^ + Su) rb (3.u E 5.r. wu"! 4 Lu) 
=1.r3.dr.dv. er Ge +o) (W483. 1" +.) 
"T (Har. EE. I one) (U2 .7 at] 


+4.rb.dr.dv. f2. (2. us ed. Xo 


dw' dw” ) ^T 
- n Lido +) Gu +5. T.w. +.. of 
du’ 'd me E . 
£j rs dr. de Dr er Ee) w48.r.w rape 
dw dw" , " } 
Ctr me) 45. ru" +...) 


bred do [er e) nt eerte) 


dw' dw!" " 
Au tru 4 =) (u+2.r.u +a), 


HMP ; 8 
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which is of the form 


> = 4.7}. (U4 08 + U& 7? 4+......).dr.dv 
+h.r.(U9. 40% 7 US 4 ...... ). dr. dv, (x"") 


the coefficients U, U®, ... U (0) U o ... being functions of the polar angles (v). The densities 
of the reflected light, at these little parallelograms (W'"), have for developments 


m (u) 
A= Aw 4 24 ea E maths ‘| 


d. A d. A” i, 
As — AU + da a + ji W A EMEN | 


A“ being, as in the preceding paragraph, the density at the point a=0, b — 0, that is, at the 
point where the given ray meets the mirror: and substituting in these developments (Y'"), 
the values of a, b, a’, b’, given by the series (T), we find that the two densities A1, As, are the 
two values of the following expression : 


A=A4 ce i (utru t. tri (w tr.v’ +... 


w) 
xe (trè. (w mw" +.) +r. (w row" 4 usu) 


+ &o., 


which is of the form 
^ — AU 4. AD 74 AQ ne. 


tr. (Ag): + AQ r+...) (Z^) 


the coefficients being functions of the polar angle (v). 


Similarly, if we denote by 71, y2, the cosines of the angles which the two near rays, passing 
through the two points (a, b), (a’, b'), make with the axis of (z), that is, with the given ray, these 
cosines will have developments of the form 


y= 144453 aia 24 70. ab qr ae... 


da. db’ db? 
z1--Iv9,p-.T'9,;2,. 
£r (TO. pa DO, r24...) | (Ar) 


the coefficients being also functions of the polar angle (v); and the whole number of the near 
reflected rays, which pass within the little rectangle (r.dr.dv) upon the plane of aberration, 
being equal to the sum of the two values of the product y.A. >“), will be expressed by a 
development of the form 
Qo =r}. dr .dv. (QU -- QU . i - Q9 . r+...) (B^) 

where Q9 = A", U, and the other coefficients Q®, Q9, ... are other functions of the polar 
angle (v), which may be determined by the formule (X’”’), (Z^), (A""), Confining ourselves 
to the first term of this development, and dividing by r.dr.dv, that is by the area of the little 
polar rectangle upon the plane of aberration, we find the following approximate expression for 
the density of the reflected light at the point (r, v) upon this latter plane, 


(a) 
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which nearly agrees with the formula (R’”’) of the preceding paragraph, because, as we have seen, 


sh x du dw\ A“. px. pa 
Qe - Aw, Ue = Aw, (w 5 3. n. FE) m DO in ay 


and therefore 
Aw 
NE PESE EL 
piil tim y 
More accurately, the density A® being equal to the sum of the two quotients obtained by 
dividing the quantity of light corresponding to each of the little parallelograms (W’’’), by the 
space over which that quantity is perpendicularly diffused at the point (r, v), has for expression 


) (a) 
qj. A.X B UE ADEM lA ds 


yi.T.dr.dv ya.r.dr.do  r.dr.dv 
=r}. (UO 4 Um re...) (AM AQ rt...) 
rb QUO UD rt...) (AG) + AG T D”) 


The first term of this development being the same as the approximate expression (C), and 
therefore agreeing nearly with the formula (R'") of 67., we see, by this method, as well as by 
the less accurate one of the 67th paragraph, that the density upon the plane of aberration 
varies nearly inversely as the square root of the perpendicular distance from the caustic surface: 
a conclusion which might also be deduced from the general theorem 43., that along a given ray 
the density varies inversely as the product of the distances from its two foci, But the present 
method has the advantage of enabling us to take into account as many of the remaining terms 
of the density as may be necessary, by means of the formula (D); it gives also, by integration 
of the formule (B’’’’) and (X^), the whole number of the near reflected rays which pass within 


A® = 


any small assigned space | Í r.dr.dv, upon the plane of aberration, and the whole corresponding 


space on the perpendicular plane at the mirror; since this latter space is expressed by the sum 
of the following integrals : 


se = [[ ^ 29) = [[U%. rb. ar. àv 


4 J | Uo rt. dr. dv + &o,, (E) 
and the corresponding quantity of light is expressed by this other sum, 


q^ - [[ e - [[ qo .à.ar. do 
+f J QU . rà dr . dv + &e., qe 


the integrals in these developments being taken within the same limits as the given integral 
Í Í r .dr .dv, which represents the assigned space upon the plane of aberration, and the extreme 


-= values of (v) being supposed such as not to render the series (T””) illusory. These series (T^) 
serve also to correct the approximate expression of the preceding paragraph, for the first term 
of (a) ; which first term was there taken as 


por. | (Q") (67) 


8-2 
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whereas by employing the remaining terms in the development of a’ and y’, we have now found 


it to be : 
a cw. ro (Pein t = Pi oot), Bey — p.c 
C.i Cit 


a value which differs from the preceding, by the addition of (FAL), And if, by means of 


this corrected value, and by using as many of the remaining terms of (T’”’), as the question may 
render necessary, we eliminate (r) and (v) from the polar equation of any given curve upon the 


plane of aberration ; for example, from that of the boundary of the space | | r.dr.dv, for which 


we have already determined the corresponding quantity of light, and the area over which that 
quantity is diffused on the perpendicular plane at the mirror; we shall find the approximate 
equation of the boundary of this latter area, and thus resolve a new and extensive class of 
questions respecting thin pencils, for which the formule of Section IX. and those of the 60th 
paragraph would be either inadequate or inconvenient. 

As an example of the application of the reasonings of the present paragraph, let us conceive 
a small circular sector, upon the plane of aberration, having its centre at the focus of the given 
ray, and having its radius (r) so small, that we may confine ourselves, in each development, 
to the lowest powers of that radius. Let (yr) denote the semiangle of this sector, and let (v’’) be 
the polar angle which the bisecting radius makes with the axis of (a); then v” — y, v" +, 
will be the extreme values of the polar coordinate (v), while the corresponding limits of the radius 
vector will be (0) and (r). Denoting by (S) the whole space occupied on the perpendicular 
plane at the mirror, by the rays which pass within the given little circular sector, and by (Q) 
the number of these near reflected rays; the formule (E""') (F"") give, for these quantities 


ga =[[0 rt. dr dv g. rh. [Um do, 


Qo = f[Qo rà. dr. dv - grt. | Q0. do, 


or, substituting for U, Q9 their values, 
ge - 2: prd f dv : 
3.4.30 JWsn.v (G"^ 
Qo 22:6. pa An. rd oodd 3 
3.4. V1C Vsin. v 
the integral in each expression being taken from v= v" — qr, to v — v" +; so that we have the 
relation 


Qo =AH Se, (H^ 
If the semiangle of the sector be so small that we may neglect its cube and higher powers, 


the definite integral | U , dv, being the difference of the two developments 
dU ya "i PU y? 
dean aya) vv 


dU9 y UO 4? 
-Ue IL ctn 


UO p+ 
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is nearly equal to 2, U'* , 4c; and the quantities S®, Q9, may be thus expressed, 
go = 4. pi po rh, y 4. pi. p28” 


— See ET 


3.4.V10 Vein.”  3.1./30.y"* 


Aw yè 4. Aw, er 
Qo = 4:P1-pa- re. P1- pz. s” 


- 8.4./]0 'Wsnw AE EE T ’ 
s” being the area of the little circular sector, and y” being the projection of its bisecting radius 
upon the normal to the caustic surface; so that if the sector were to receive a rotation in its 
own plane round its own centre, that is, in the plane of aberration round the focus of the given 
ray, the area at the mirror (S'?) and the quantity of light (Q^) would vary nearly inversely 
as the square root of the cosine of the angle, which the bisecting radius of the sector made with 
the normal to the caustic surface. If, on the contrary, without supposing the angles (v’’) or (4) 
to vary, we alter the length of the radius, or transport the centre of the sector to any other 
point on either of the two caustic surfaces, so as to produce another sector, similar and similarly 
situated; it follows from (G'") that the quantities S? and Q® will vary as the following 
expressions, 
p. pa 78 473,073, py. pp. A , 1,471, 0-3; 


so that if the centre of the sector be fixed, they vary as the sesquiplicate power of its radius; 
and if the radius be given, but not the centre, then they vary, the one as the product of the two 
focal lengths of the mirror, divided by the difference of those two focal lengths and by the square 
root of the radius of curvature of the caustic curve; and the other, as this latter quotient, multi- 
plied by the density of the reflected light at the corresponding point of the mirror, These latter 
theorems, being founded on the formule (G’’’’), do not require that we should neglect any of the 
powers of qr, that is of the semiangle of the circular sector; they may even be extended, by 
means of the equations (E^) (F’’”’), to the case of similar and similarly situated sectors, bounded 
by lines of any other form, If, for instance, we suppose any small isosceles triangle, having its 
height =h, and its base —2.A.tan.0, to move in such a manner that its summit is always 
situated on one of the two caustic surfaces, while the ray passing through that point is perpendi- 
cular to its plane, and the bisector of its vertical angle is perpendicular to the caustic surface ; 
and if we put Q”, S®, to denote, respectively, the number of the near reflected rays that pass 
inside this little triangle, and the space over which those rays are diffused, on the perpendicular 
plane at the mirror; we shall have the approximate equations, 


Qa = f Qu sh, dr dye Prope AM ([ri-dr. dr. dy 


1.V40 Vsin. v 
5. dr . dv 
89 = fu». i. dr duo = Pi ha Ji , 
ir ih i. v40 sin. v 
in which the integrals are to be taken from r= Cwirsa sin,,'and from v—3.7 — 9, to v— 3. m +8. 
Performing these integrations, we find 
4.p1. pa. A . hè 4. pr. pa. AW „sÙ 
(ILU ———,.ta IB —LERESMO. E 
e PauU uu 3.1. V]O.h ih 
go - 4: ei pd n. 0 = £ $i pa 8? 


HVE 5 EN TNTA Y 
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s being the area of the little isosceles triangle; expressions analogous to those which we found 
before, for the case of the circular sector, and leading to similar results. 

Returning to the case of the sector, we have yet to determine the boundary of the space (8) 
on the perpendicular plane at the mirror. For this purpose, we are to eliminate (r) and (v) by 
means of the following expressions, (T’’’), 


a=u.r = (Bpz.sin. v — Cp;. cos. v). it. C3. m, 
b= +w.rt=+t pa. 2.0-3. Vr .sin. v, 
from the polar equations of the boundaries of the sector, namely 
Ist. v=v" -p =n, 
IId. v=0"+p=w, 
IIId. r =r, 


of which the two first represent the bounding radii, and the third the circular arc. Putting for 
abridgment, 
pa. 2. Q-5- ye, Bps.$3.03— e. P7, C= Bps.tan.v', 


conditions which give ¢=2p,?.C—, P=2i.p,.B-; and supposing, for simplicity, that we is 
real, and that v< 7, that is, supposing C and tan. v’ positive, a condition which may always 


be satisfied by a proper direction of the positive portions of the axes of y’ and æ’ ; our expressions 


for a, b, become 
a=e.P.r.sec.v’.sin.(v—v'), b-—tw(e.r.sin.v), TREA 


and we find the following equations for the boundary of the space S, 


Ist. P.a=0*. sec. v’ . cosec. v4 . sin. (v, — v’), 
2d. P.a-l?.sec.v' . cosec. vg. sin. (v — v^), (M 
3d. -P.a =b? F tan. v .J(.r? — b^). 


The two first of these equations represent parabolic arcs, having their common vertex at 
the origin of (a) and (b), that is at the point where the given ray meets the mirror, and having 
their common axis coincident with the axis of (æ) or of (a), and therefore parallel to the tangent 
of the curve in which the caustic surface is cut by the plane of aberration. It is, then, in the 
points of these little parabolic ares, that the rays which pass through the bounding radii of 
the little circular sector, are intersected by the perpendicular plane at the mirror; and from the 
manner in which their parameters depend on the inclination of those bounding radii to the 
tangent of the caustic surface, it is evident that any intermediate radius of the sector has an 
intermediate parabola corresponding. The ends of these little parabolic arcs are contained on 
two equal and opposite portions of a curve of the fourth degree represented by the third of the 
three equations (M""); it is then in these two opposite portions of this third curve, that the rays 
which pass through the bounding arc of the sector are crossed by the perpendicular plane at the 
mirror. With respect to the form of this third curve, considered in its whole extent, it is easy 
to see that it is in general shaped like a heart, being bisected, first by the axis of (a), which we 
may call the diameter of the curve, and secondly by a parabola 


= P.a, (N''"") 
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which we may call its diametral parabola, and bounded by the four following tangents, 
Ist. b=+Ve.r; 2d. b—-—wWe.r; 
8d. a=—e.r.P-.tan.v'; 4th. a— e.r. P-1.sgec.v' ; «n 


of which the two first are parallel to the diameter, and the two last perpendicular thereto. We 
may remark that the diametral parabola, (N''"), corresponds to the rays that pass through the 
axis of y', that is, through the normal to the caustie surface; and that the two points where it 
meets the curve, are the points of contact corresponding to the two first of the four tangents 
(O""). The point of contact corresponding to the third of these tangents, is situated at what 
may be called the negative end of the diameter; and the fourth touches the curve in two 
distinct points, whose common distance from the diameter is b= + /(e.r.cos.v’), and which 
may be called the two swmmits of the heart. The curve has also another tangent parallel to the 
axis of (b), which touches it at the point 


a= 4 e. r. D. tan.v', b=0, (P"") 


that is, at the positive end of the diameter; and which crosses the curve in two other points, 
equally distant from the diameter, and having for coordinates, 


a= e.r Pt tant, b-—twW(e.r.sin. 2v). 
And the whole area of this heartlike curve is equal to the following definite integral, 


The APH? ini. v. | Me. 12 — 64). db, (Q) 


the integral being taken from b=0, tob=WVe.r. In the next paragraph we shall return to this 
definite integral, and shew its optical value. 


69. But the preceding calculations only shew how the density varies near the caustic 
surface; to find the law of the variation at that surface, we must reason in a different manner. 
For if the infinitely small rectangle on the plane of aberration, which we have considered in the 
preceding paragraph, have one of its corners on the caustic surface, we can no longer consider 
the density as uniform, even in the infinitely small extent of that rectangle. But if we consider 
the rays that pass within a given infinitely small distance (dr) from a given point upon the 
caustic surface, for example, from the focus of the given ray, we can find the space over which 
these rays are diffused upon the perpendicular plane at the mirror; and this space, multiplied. 
by the density at the mirror, may be taken for the measure of the density at the given focus, 
not as compared with the density at the mirror, but with the density at other points upon the 
caustic surface, 

To calculate this measure, let us consider the following more general question, to find the 
whole number (Q") of the near reflected rays which pass within any small but finite distance (r) 
from the focus of the given ray, and the space (8%) over which these rays are diffused, on the 
perpendieular plane at the mirror. This question evidently comes to supposing the little cireular 
sector (r?. yr) of the preceding paragraph completed into an entire circle, and consequently may 
. be solved by integrating the formule (E"") (F'") of that paragraph, within the double limits 
afforded by the equation of the circle on the one hand, and by that of the section of the caustic 
surface on the other; since it is easy to see that only a part of the little circular area (zr .r?) is 
illumined, namely, the part which lies at that side of the caustic surface, towards which is turned 
the convexity of the caustic curve. 
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But as the formule of the preceding paragraph were founded on the developments (T) 
which, as we have before remarked, become illusory when the polar radius (r) approaches to 
become a tangent to the caustic surface, (a position of that radius which we are not now at 
liberty to neglect,) it becomes necessary to investigate other developments, and to transform 
the double integrals (E’’”’) (F’’’’) of 68. into others better suited for the question that we are 
now upon. And to effect this the more clearly, it seems convenient to consider separately the 
four following problems: Ist, to find general expressions for the coefficients w, w®, which 
enter into the developments (T^^), and to examine what negative powers they contain of the 
sine of the polar angle (v); 2d, to eliminate these negative powers, and so transform the two 
series (T^) into others which shall contain none but ascending powers of any variable quantity ; 
3d, to effect corresponding transformations on the integral formule (E'^) (F"") of the preceding 
paragraph; and 4th, to perform the double integrations within the limits of the question. 

In this manner we shall obtain developments proceeding according to the ascending powers 
of the little circular radius (r), to represent the optical quantities which we have denoted by 
Q", S? ; it will then remain to suppose (r) infinitely small, and the resulting expressions 
Q^, S@, which must evidently satisfy the relation 


Qa =A% , Sn, (R''") 


A“) being the density at the mirror, will each serve to measure the density at the caustic 
surface in the sense that we have already explained. 
(L) First then, with respect to the coefficients u, w®, of the series (T^), 
t+2 
a=urturt+... wO rE 4..., 
tu 
b=wrttw'r+...w.r? 4...; . 
it is evident that if we differentiate these series with respect to a/r, we shall have, supposing 
Vr to vanish after the differentiations, 


da _ Pa _ Ba 


1579 dga7? dpt bu, bsp 
ws Pb , Bb " 
dave ERIT Mess wW, gp ee n EET 
and in general 
Hs = [s]: X y'8-2) à ios = [s] . qu 6-0 $ (S) 


[s]* expressing, according to the notation of Vandermonde,* the factorial quantity 1.2.3 ...... 
(s — 1).s. If then we differentiate, with respect to yr, the equations 


r.canv=a, r sin o=y', 
considering z^, y', as functions of a and b, and these as functions of yr; the resulting equations, 
d'.r.cos.v d'.a'  d'.r.simw d*.y/ 
dye dN dy dart’ 
will serve, with the help of the formule (S’’”’), to determine successively the coefficients w', w’, 
u”, w”, ... w^, w®, as functions of those which precede them; observing that the partial 
* [See Appendix, Note 4, p. 468.] 


(ane 
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da’ dx’ da! dy dy dy 
differentials da’ db’ dd" da’ db’ da?” 
and are to be deduced from the characteristic function of the system in the manner there 
described. To develope these equations (T), we have, for the first members, 


d.r. cos. v d.r.sin.v TEN 
——À,———— = 2 yr . cos. V, n dusin dC du 


are the coefficients of the series (S) of 68., 


dyr 
d*.r.co& V _ g WA d.r.sin.v _ 5 wins di 
Br c" vr = ő. . V, Tan. Vr = á., U; 
dè. r. cos. v 0 d'.r.sin.V _ 9, 
~ dy Tie "INT E 
and in general, when s » 2, 
d'.r.cos.V o d'.r.sin.v o. 
Ces rn Tdye T 
and for the second members, 
d3«t38 g! 
a EL SA v 
: i rt i. da** , db38 ' dut (Uh 
die». 
37 [s]: AM, 
1 "T ' da? , db38 


if we put for abridgment,* 


EN te b Y Gy ny 
d wr d yr? d yr’ d wr dr? d vr 
x (LOJ). (LOJ?) ... (LO}-*)*s x (LOJ): . (LO?) ... 0] 5: 
x TOT ^. Tope Op "x pre s DOT 5s (OF; (V7) 
04, €, ... Os, By, Ba, ... Bs, being any positive integers which satisfy the following relation, 
8 =, + 203 + Bag +... 8.05 
| t By - 283 - 383 - ... 8. Bs; | CHE) 
and X being the symbol of a sum, so that 
Za = ait t +... Q, EB = Bit ht... Be 
Developing in this manner the equations ((T""^), and observing that by our present choice of - 
the coordinate planes, we have, 68., 
w= 0; oy =0; oY = 0; 15-0 


we arrive again at the same equations which in the preceding paragraph we deduced by substi- 
tuting in (S’’’), for the components a, b, of aberration at the mirror, their assumed developments 
(T), and by then comparing the corresponding powers of r, that is, of the aberration at the 
caustic surface. Thus, if we make s=1, the equations (T””) become identical; if s=2, they 
become 


2e. "UA, Pa de db o Ba’ a |o; Pu da db Pw (ey 
SUS da dvr db: darà dat iv] *^:da.db' dyr dr de® "Mr 
0,204. @a ,dy d*b d (daY d'y da db ,d'y (db 
nica depu dingue) BI d duecdae dic (5: 
* [[0]-5—(s!)-1. See Appendix, Note 4, p. 468.] 
HMP ; 9 
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that is, 2 
da’ 5 "S 
2 cos, v = "PE 2u + — dis ' 
j o dy’ 
2 sin. v = | di* è w, 


as in the formule (1), (2), or (U'") of 68.; if s = 3, they become after reductions, : 


Oe da’ d?a 4i (m da d iu) db (dw (y 
da dvr da.db'duri dh duri) dur * ae ra) 
" dy da , dy by db ,dhy ( dbw 
= 8:( agit aie ave) ase in lags) 
that is, gy i "T rs 
Wits a a ^ c 
0-6. u £3. (rog 2 Ge ) tty 
v. dy’ dèy’ dèy’ 
0= 8. (75 2u + ^ Tb’ 2w) w w+ dis U^ 


as in the formule (1)', (2)' of the same paragraph ; s = 4 gives 
da’ dta 4l (6 dèa ea ors) db 
da 'dr* 'Ada.db dr? | di? "dr? dm 

da’ ( Pa? d'a da db |d's,/diby 
3. (rs (a2) eB da aye qe dy a) ) 
6 ( dia! da aod a) (AY +S pry 
TT da .db® dv? db 'dr?/ ' Nd wr ap Ea 1 
" d'y da duy d*by db 
j OE aye qr ae) adr 

3 p (ie ) 2 dy’ da d?b «SE os s 

'Ada? ' \d y7? 'da.db dr? dyr db? $480) 


ds 


that 1s, 


ay ...0- 24. E. v" 424. s ac nt v e Tw) 
+12. (Z5. u+ 2. ici wW (2-4 w " 
12 (erg ue ge t) t e 
(2)' ...0 = 24. Fam Bi i u PI "\.w 
ppt (at ph ea 2 orbi 64 v) 
m (pee) 
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and generally, if we make the differential index s=¢+ 2, and divide by the factorial quantity 
[t + 2]??, we shall reproduce the equations (V’’’) 68. under the form 


do! , dl datea 
(1)9 e. 02 ‘ae „ut + dp": n tX gaga > 
2,/ Xa4- XB, 
(2)®...0= Ty ww X. um, 


where 
uo (us Qs (utopia (Wa (WPa (ut ny 
[ess [mo] [ma] [3 [Ba] e 
Xa-05--054...0,,5 28-8; B3... Bi, 
and a5, a... Ay, By... are any positive integers which satisfy the following relation : 
t+2 = 20a + ug + ... (t+ 1) 4444 + 84 + 283 9 ... the. (mm 
It is easy to see, that if by these equations we calculate successively the coefficients w^, w®, as 
functions of w and w, and if we eliminate u by the assumed relation 
Ww z. w (x7) 
z being a new variable; the resulting expressions will be of the form | 
w =w, wu" =u wS ... UM mu, wit? 
w =w. wW, w =w. wW, ... w Dit 
Uz, W, being rational and integer functions of z, not exceeding the ¢ dimension; so that we 
may put 


(Z"") 


=u 22H Ws Bt ice Ute 28 4... . e 
Ut = Wo Ut, 1.2 + ua 2° + tthe 2 oe Ute dn (A9) 


Wt = Wot Wir. 2 Weg. H.. Wey. 2” Ho Wit., 


Utos Utis «+» Wio, 1751, - being constant quantities, not containing the polar angle v, and 
depending only on the position of the given ray, and on the nature of the reflected system. 
In order therefore to complete our determination of the polar functions u®, w®, it is sufficient 
to calculate general expressions for the constants w, y, Wy, considered as functions of the in- 
, , u , 
dices £, ¢’, and of the partial differentials nN d j el Bays: oe ... į since these differentials may 
as we have before remarked, be deduced from the differentials of the characteristic function of 
the system. 

To calculate these constants, the method which first presents itself, is to substitute in the 
equations (1), (2), in place of w, wu", w, w”, ... their values (Z/"^), (A®), and to compare 
the corresponding powers of z. Thus, if we confine ourselves to the constants ts ,, W ,, which 
multiply the highest powers of z, as the most important in our present investigations, because 
when w diminishes z increases without limit; we are to retain only those values of w which 
give terms multiplied by z', and it is easy to see that these terms are distinguished by the relation 


2-0, — 2Xa4 XB; (B®) 
putting them, then, under the form p, ,. w^??.z', we have when £— 1, 
d74+% g! dew džet y’ dy’ 
> ess * 4 1 = ; C3 132:/15,173-— 3: 
da**db7# "^" da.db' "''da?«db8''"* da.db 
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when £ — 2, iie a ee 
a a a 
i. da=*db=8 : "* -427 Ta ME da.db' wii $. db: W115 
rena N, "I. dy’ 
X qais sac tas poeti ogg mat 


and, when ¢ > 2, 
d3«- 38 gy! 


da d?a/ | 
> dass dijs$ pum "PNE a Wt-1,t-1 + i. di? . E. Ws, s  'Ut-s t—8, 


qd3«t 38 Pary d*y d 


» ' da*3«db38 : "^ — da. db et » 00121, eic $. Et d T Ws, s+ Wt—s, t—8, 


the sums in the second members being taken from s=1, to s—£— 1: and since the equations 
(1), (2)®, give, by comparison of the highest powers of z, 


0- B. wa i p rte MT 
02 i ee atia A 
we have successively 
Oi Om e A Lal ep die a 
(241... 0-2 24 MA Daea a 
(Ds) e omen ir ipt gm 
(2.5... 0-2 Pd iva DU a. ys Waits. oh. — 
(1)... Om PE ta cope Mia e am -é hh aoe W1,1+ We,2, 
bra dn udin oe ha aa ab db’ Lo mi de 


the two last of which equations reduce themselves, by means of the two first, to the following 
form : 
us, 3 = 14,1, 72,2, 975370; 


a similar reduction gives in general, when £ » 3, 
(Lerte Ui, t= tars Wea, ta 
(2), 4... 0 = wt 3. X ws Wits, t 


the sum being taken from s — 2, to s=t—2; so that the four first constants 14,1, W1,1, tis, o, W2, 2, 
being determined by the four equations (1),1, (2)1,1, (1)2,2, (2)2,2, all the succeeding constants 
of the same kind, us,5, 44,4, ... Ws,3, Waa, ... are given by the following general expressions, 
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which may be deduced from the formule (1), ;, (2),;, either by successive elimination, or by 
the calculus of finite differences ;* 


War, ar = 27 [S] . [0]. (2,2); 2,2040; | 


127-1, 2r+1 = 93,1. 27,275. U2742,2r42 = 0 ; 
7 being any integer number >0, and [3], [0]", being known factorial symbols.t In a similar 
manner we might calculate general expressions for the other constants of the form uz y, wy, y; 
but it seems preferable to employ the following method, founded on the properties of partial 
differentials, and on the development of functions into series. 


(C9) 


To make use of these properties, I observe that if we put 
T.U 03 a=., b=7.8, (D®) 
and substitute for u, w® their expressions (Z'""^), (A9), the series (‘T’’’) will take the form 
C= z + (t,o 13,3. 2). Ó + (U2,0 + 3,1. 2 + Uga. 27) O+... H try. 2" 0 4. &e., " 
n=l + (wo + 903,1. 2) . 0+(Ww2 0 + 09,1. 2+ 09,2 2?) O9 4. Ei e 2". 0 naf um) 


equations which give by differentiation 


dtt , , , , , , 
39 ds - ltt [EI tue e + [E+ 1 ET egy OFT +1? t, v1. 2+ A 
dét.dz = [4]' è [t P Wie t U T 1] b [4 t AULA 0+ ut . U “+ 1} (0,0412 &o., 


and therefore, when 0 = 0, z — 0, 
ditty 
mye = [OT D] noe wne DOT DOTT a6 e 


in order therefore to obtain general expressions for the constants tu y, w;, it is sufficient to 
calculate expressions for these partial differentials of £, n. Now, if from the two equations (S’’’), 
68., we subtract the two others 

a (fes 


1 (F9) 


d 


, da 
a = uri. ii wr, y'=. 
which result from the formule (U") of the same paragraph; E we then eliminate b? — w?r, and 
put for abridgment, 


d?a’ dx dèa’ da’ 
di . o (a, b) 4-3. e M wit ab --i. "dai a? + &, = — 5. F (a,b); 
we shall have the two following equations, 


a=ur+F, Dzw*-420; (G9) 
which, when we put 
w-zw? w*r-, a=f6%, b-m0, 


* [If A=W 2+ w3 5 £9 + w4, 4£* -..., where é is a variable, we have by (2), 


Az — 2A + Wwe g E*. 
Hence 7 


14AS(1 4-205, 9 £)3, 


from, which the first line of (C9) follows by equating coefficients.] 
t [See Appendix, Note S p. 468.] 


www.rcin.org.pl 


70 I. THEORY OF SYSTEMS OF RAYS [69 


become 
C=2t+f(S n, 0), ?=1+29(6 2, 0); (H®) 
J, >, being functions such that 
F=@.f, D=@.¢, (IG) 
and therefore 
4 mm, 
- UV ide X. [0] qoj ZEY em gp, gamin 


' da^ , db 


inti’ y 


K® 
da’ dèx’ T^ , , + EO ( ) 
-4s f= gg $ + Pal ggr mewn) | > 


m, m’, being any positive integers which satisfy the following relation 
2m +m’ > 2. (L9) 

If then we eliminate £, y, between the equations (H9), so as to find expressions for those variables 
as functions of z and 6; it will remain to differentiate those expressions, (t) times for 0, and (t) 
times for z, and to put after the differentiations 0 — 0, z — 0; since the partial differentials thus 
obtained, multiplied by the factorial quantity [0]-*.[0]-", will give, by (F9), the general 
expressions that we are in search of, for the constants t v, wir. 

To perform this elimination, we may employ the theorems which Laplace * has given, in the 
second book of the Mécanique Céleste, for the development of functions into series. Laplace has 
there shewn that if we have any number (r) of equations of the form 


æ=¢ġ(t+az) « =y (t -a'z), wv’ =I (t + o" 2"), &., 


in which z, 2’, 2’’, &c. are functions of æ, a’, 2"*, &c. and if we develope any other function u of the 
same variables, according to the powers and products of a, a’, a’’, &c. in a series of which the 
general term is represented by q,,,"..a^.a'" a" 7", &c.; we shall have, to determine the 
coefficient Qn, n,n”, & formula which may thus be written, 
» T dn mU uus d'u, 
T». m DO DOE MOT oo apr pp AA, Gad! da) 

u, being a function formed by changing in u the original variables a, 2’, a", ... into other 
variables determined by the following equations 


æ= $ (t + az"), a’ PA ap (t + qz", a" "M TI (t: + CAE ^y &o., 


the functions 6, y, IT, z, z', z”, &c. retaining the same forms as before, and g, a’, a”, ... being 
supposed to vanish after the differentiations. Laplace has also shewn, that when there are but 


T. 
two variables z, a’, the partial differential MRLE TM roit , determined in this manner, reduces 
P da. da . da”... 


itself to 
ddu, N 4, oy ( dau m (04.40 (du mn (d. 4" (du 
(ae. de) = 07 ra) + Cun) (aa) + Car) E) 


in which Z, Z’, u, represent the values that z, 2’, u, take, when we suppose a = 0, a’ =0. If then 
the original equations are of the form 


a=t+az, a -A(U-42oz), 
* [Quvres, t. 1, p. 194.] 
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and if we change the function u to æ and 2' successively, we find the following developments for 
those two variables, according to the powers and products of a, a’; 
qntn’—2 ( ty d. >) 
di", di" \2 ft d JU/' 
. P DN M dnt»-2 Z" d. Zw" 
æ' => [0] . [0] ara pest apes (a9 3) 


in which Z, Z’ are formed from z, 2’, by changing æ to t, and 2' to /t’.. Applying these results to 
the equations (H.9), which are of the form 


S=2taf, n=Vv(2'+e'9); 


we find the following expressions for £, y, as functions of z and 6, 


a= [0]-* [O]- C a ai 


qntn’—2 A cm n’) 
' dget dz 

drin —2 1 q^ n’) (M®) 
dat deua 


t= X.[0]^. [0]-* . 2" 


n=. {OF *.[0}-* 2" 
in which af 
d p” ° = , f? d.p” 
pun) ae ae Gr n, 2 aiaa 
T MA qu qoot (m) 


f, $, being deduced from the formule (K®) by changing £ to z, and » to /z’, and in which we 
may make after the differentiations z’ — 1. And differentiating these developments (M 9) in the 
manner already prescribed, we find, finally, the following general expressions for the constants 
Ut, v, Utt 5 
qttt’+n+n’—2 ^ £n n’) 
` dt. dat A, qz wa: 
dt+t’+n+n’—2 j q^ n) 


u.c - [0] . [0] . X. [0] . [0] . 27 
(Q9) 


wry = [0] [0]- . X .[0]^ . [0] . 2 


n, n', being* any positive integers, and (0, z, 7) being changed after the differentiations to 
(0,0, 1) It may be useful to observe, that by the formule (N®), and by the nature of the 
developments, we are to make 
d^. (0, n^) d ,q 0,9) 
d^, £o = fr: d+, 4%) a $" 
dz’ de coc Bye? 
d-?. £09 d-®, 99 j 
AEAT det aT 


(po) 


These expressions (09), may be put,under other forms, some of which are more convenient for 
calculation. If, for abridgment, we write them thus, 


(n, n’) (n, 4 
Uy, =. uy 9; Wyre 2. We STR (Q9) 
* [zero or] 


WWwW.rcin.org.pl 


72 I THEORY OF SYSTEMS OF RAYS [69 


4 (ed (mn) 
ee wy 
integers n, n’; we have, by (O®), 


denoting the terms of wv, Wev, which correspond to any given values of the 


2 dttt’+ntn’—2 d gam n) 


Bee LOT I0 r* ops [0] 89 sere ae | 


(n, n)) a D h Ww. K ditt +n+n'—2 ^ q^» n’) (R®) 
we» -[0]*.[0]* .[0]^. [o^ .2” didg Age 
and if in (N®) we change f, ¢, to their values (I9), 
f=07.F (a,b) - 07*. F (022,0 42^), 
$ = 0-?. È (a, b) = 07? . D (6%z, 0 2), 
we find the following developments, 
pera e) gu ee i (89) 
in which 
0») <2 [0] , [0] , gam-m'da-20en) | 2m ertet) 
mw FÈ: "in. j dam a 
(T9) 


ilg dmm ( P^. 


(n, n’) = " ^4-9— d , 
pg: = .[0]-^.[0]-"" . mtm 2-200) , gm 7^3 ee: 7 wr lb 


d. e^) 


a, b, being supposed to vanish after the differentiations, and m, m’, being any integer numbers: 
but the only values of these integers which do not make the partial differentials 


qttt'+ntn’—2 m n) dt teen, 0n n’) 
m, m’ m, m’ 


döde idea dgidg midA 
(n, n’) 


vanish when 0 — 0, z = 0, are those for which, in f°, 


t=2m+m'+1—-2(n+n’) t+n-—1l=™m, 
(n, n’) 


and, in np m’ 


t=2m+m +22 (n+), t +n-l=m; 


we have, therefore, when 0 = 0, z =0, 


t+t’+n+n’--2 ¥(n,n’) t+t/in+n’—2¢(n, n’) 
salit e diii Hrs ow ae 
d6t'dz^*»gdzwv-1 dot dz^*»3gdz7"A : 

(5) 
ditt'+n+n'—2 y(n, n) qt+t’+n+n’—2,, (n, n) (U ) 
sli A Mbit, MCI uI sto d 
détdz'^"Agz" d6ütdz^"3gzw- 


in which the second members may be calculated by (T9), In this manner, the expressions (R9) 
become, after reductions, 


; 429 a 
t—t’+n42n’ | gon’ ©: 
» d (® ' db ) 


— M ÀÀ À————— MÀ À 
Tal ana’ 


PRR TEE EU 
w dt t --n--2n (F j 


(mna rott rol- ' ow ropit- [t1 y da 
Wee [O}-*.[0] * {Gr 2": tor [rane] ‘Fgh nl gpein ar 


(V9) 
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and substituting these expressions in the developments (Q9), we get new developments for the 
constants Ut v, Wev, in which we have only to differentiate for the two variables (a, b) instead of 
the three (6, z, 2’). 


Again, if we observe that by the nature of the functions F, ®, we have when a — 0, b — 0, 


Feo rS aT, 379 
B5: de Lo ow”) 
nie ie a eoe 9 


we shall easily deduce relations between the integer numbers t, t, n, »', which reduce the 
summation of these developments to the addition of a finite number of terms. For we may prove, 
either by these equations (W), or by the condition (L'?) which contains them, that the partial 
differentials * 


da” db" 


which enter into the formule (T9), vanish, unless in the first 


damage (97-9). ama (P s). 


m+m'+2>2(n+n'); 2m m' -2»3(n- n); 
and, in the second, 
m 4 qm! -2»2(n-cn); 2m t m' +3>3(n+n’). 


Hence, by (V 9), the partial differentials which enter into the expressions for vt», mall vanish 
unless in the first 

n«t—t'4-2; n+n'<t+1; (X6) 
and, in the second 

n<t-tU +1; nct» <t+l. (Y®) 
Thus, in calculating the constants uw; v, Wev, by the formule (Q9), 


(n, n^; 


Ut, = Su n) Wt, = zw; wc 


Guo? 
we may reject all values of n, n’, which are too great to satisfy these relations (X 9), (Y9); we 
may also, by (V9), reject not only all negative values of the same integers n, n’, but all for 
which the factorial index £-- 2+ 2»' — 27 is negative in Lov or £-- 1 -- 2n' — 2t in we »)- and 
by (R9), (P9) we may reject the value n = 0 in the former, and n’ = 0 in the latter. Finally, we 
may remark, that since a factorial vanishes, when its base is less than its index, if both be positive 
integers, the expression (V9) for un vanishes if ¢ be even, and !' > ta; and similarly the 


expression for wm vanishes if £ be odd, and #ť > ti, from which it follows, that if the 


developments (T””) of the preceding paragraph, be put by (Y"") (D®), (E9), under the form 
a= >. uy. 2009 E utu a8 aot uem | 
b=. we. ZOH m X wy. U” ap rtt, 


the negative even powers of (0) or of (w) will all disappear. 


(Z9) 


Let us verify these general results, respecting the constants t v, w;,v, by applying them to 
the particular case ¢’ = t, which as we have before remarked, is the most important in our present 


* [See Appendix, Note 5, p. 469.] 
HMP 10 
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investigations, and which we have already resolved by an entirely different method. In this 
case, when ¢ = 1, we find by our gen method, 


uuu DP. SUM D ND. 
ba Mage Y a 1117905, da. db’ 
when £ — 2, 
5) A 
2—1 | 0 (o 
——— H ms Mr (o eem) æF æF g?óÓ 
ary, US ddp t3 SIRO 7g a.d daca 

d^. d? dO \2 
wy P y by in ——— };: 
We, 2 — Ta T d +S Jado? da?db? ~ us a +4 (n ài) 1 


and when ¢> 2, " we put 

Ut, t = U2r+1, 2r+1, Wt, t = War,ar, 
(since w, , vanishes if ¢ be an even number > 2, and w, if t be an odd number > 2), we have the 
following formule, 


(1, n) (0, 2^) . 6 
"27413,2741 = X. Li arti? Wer, ar = 2. enor? . (A®) 


the sum being taken in each from n’ — 7, to n' 2 2r. We have also, by (V®), 


j ,dF 
2n’+1 n 
da +1, db 


ue „a= [0]- 9795. [0]. [0]- 97275, w [' — c + 3". ee 


(B®) 
we n) z[0]-2r Ol, [O]- G»'—2r-3 . Qn’ Anm in! qu ah 
Wo, Tl]. [0p".[0] . 2". [n tA" nm. 
in which, by (W 9), 
" „aF 
Na ib CHIARA: iC MUT a ol 
daz, pmo TAAT da. db da? . djs» (Q0) 
d? n" ; n’ (23)... ( d? d apa 


Es 2r 2n'—2r n'—2r Tac tA RSEN, 
——— s: ind Li ud Lf irn il e daveb 


and, by the properties of factorials, 


[0] ww [n' —Tt+ t” 4 92n'—2r aze [4] k [Oy 7": | 
[0] [a Pe ™ e [0] * .[]**; 


thus the formule (A) reduce themselves to 


Uer+1, 2741 = i. (OJ. [3]. Z. [0]r "7? [ry (os 


(De) 


T— (n/—7) 2(n’—r) 
2 (i db i 
A i d? «p NN 


da. db 


(Ev) 


SPUR [0)- (Tr. X- [o r7 (FS 


or, finally, effecting the summations, 


PP roar (T9 4 ( 29 Vy 
U2r+1, 2741 = da. dj: 19)" [1] (a T (n) ) f 


roe ser (oy tar e: i F3 3)): 


(F9) 
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' YT 2 F 1 2 
and if we eliminate te NEL ze KE db’ by the following relations 
rae mem my 
T dida". div * da» di 
"d da’ dmiw p T dè. a dmm d» dmim y 

da ` dam, db” ^ di? ` dar. db” * dam, dj" 


0 


(G9) 


in which m, m’, are any positive integers satisfying the condition (L®), we arrive again at the 
same expressions for the constants of the form v, ,, w; ,, as those given by the equations (1),,1, 
(2)1,1, (1)s,2, (2)2,2, (C9), which we obtained before by reasonings of so different a nature. It 
results from these equations, that if in the developments (Z), for the components of aberration 
at the mirror, we confine ourselves to the terms of the form 


Ulmas 80 13 fs ana are tn caulem open 


which correspond to the greatest negative powers of w, or of the sine of the polar angle v; the 
sums of these terms,* taken from 7 — 0, to T= ©, may be calculated by the binomial theorem, 
and are thus expressed : 


Eo «as gr U w- rt — w yr. So. [0] . [3] (2w auw m) = (wr + 2w; 47?) ; | (He) 
yN «Mos 41, $r41097 49179 u/rir*8 = Uu, Ur. y (wr + 2w 277), 
We shall return to this remarkable result, and examine its optical meaning, 


As another application of our general formulæ for the constants w, y, w, y, let us take the 


terms of the form 
T a a ali 


which correspond to the next greatest negative powers of w, or of the sine of the polar angle v, 
in the development (Z®) for b, that is, for the aberration at the mirror measured in a direction 
perpendicular to the tangent plane of the caustic surface, and considered as depending on the 
polar coordinates r and v, which determine the magnitude and direction of the aberration on 
the perpendicular plane at the focus. We have, by what precedes, 


d (0, n’) (1, v) 
Wer+2, 2r+1 = z. Wor+2, 2+1 +2. o2, 271 


da 


d. s) 
- [0]-?7» . X. [0]-*2" [o] e-?r*» [n! —7 1] ere — (1) 


daa (av Py cod 


and the summation here indicated, with reference to the variable integer n', may be performed 
by partial differential and factorial transformations, similar to those which we have already em- 
ployed in finding the sums of the expressions (B®), Thus, we may eliminate the variable n’ from 
the partial differential index, by putting, in virtue of (W 9), 


* [The series are convergent, and have the sums given in (H?), if the point lies on the concave side of either 


of the parabolas 
y" sin v= +g"? (AC— B?)[27?C, 


using the notation of (AM). The same remark applies to (S().] 
t [See Appendix, Nete 6, p. 470.] 
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qe (av. F. oe) 
Loy es ot —ques- pec — - len inpet 
dd 
: (D+F, — 
D. Paint acy Li ee CU ee ( qa) 
x X.or.[ore for" for" (4.25) — (Gea) aaa? E 
the integers s, s, being new variables connected by the relation 
8 --s' =W — 2r, (L9) 
which gives, by the properties of factorials, 
[2 n! or 2r] [0]-* d [2n Eu Pd = 28 [n' LL Tl a 95—2 [sP [n a qr, (M9) 
observing that by (K9), s is included between the limits 0 and 3;* and, by the same properties, 
[Oper aye igen Pm ems | (N®) 
[0]- e» 2" [v — r+ = [BT [g r p 27 [OP 
T' being an arbitrary integer; so that if we put 
d?d 2r-n'+s—1/ q2dp 2n'—2r—$s 
— (n'—r— AE n'—r—$8t1-—r' 
FORME rs CES: TRUM 
) (09) 
i i T d?d 2r—n'4-8—1 2D 2n'—2r—8$ 
LAE — (n'—r—$-H1 a op! ts +1—7' | Z EU 
W' = [0]- e [r — 7 pri (sa) e | 3) | 
the expression (I) resolves itself into the two following parts: 
de. (o p.) 
Warta arga = 2 [3] [3 — 7 T^ [0] ^? Z9 [0]7* [0]- 69 we oF pm UNT AT. 
ECES T) 
4.91 [AT [4 ve per [0r (r—1’) > [0]7 «79» [0]* (3—8) TS Xo W', (P) 


in which >, £9, denote summations with reference to the two independent variables n’ and s, 
and which can be calculated separately, by making in the first 7' — 1, and in the second r’ = 0: 
for this gives, by the binomial theorem, 


3e yd B Joa oc 


da.db/ \da® © \da.db i 
E d*d \s-2 /q2o dL 42 (Q9) 
me (au em à) 
and reduces the expression (P9) to the following form, 
dd 
d. (0 p.) 
Za rac a A db A9 ri da) / db 
rh T—1 (r—1) — -(3—s 
War42,ar4a = [— 4} [0] oa * (aa) ) 20 Oh! — rp Las 7a). 


ia (2+7. Pp 


de) 
—d4db (na) 6*9 


+r tor (Fa (25,) y. a0 Br" Dor" 


* [s—0, 1, 2, 3.] 
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in which the first sum contains only four terms, and the second only two, however great may be 
the value of (7r). And if we multiply this expression (R9) by ut! , wt% /7?7?, and sum with 
reference to (7), from 7 — 0 to t= oo, we find* 
de. (o. p.) 
da 


E y di y 
X Uoc a, 2741 Sn Hagen fin uy? (wr 4-9, a.u?) * x [0]-* [0]- eo E AM (35) 


e. (a+r. T) 


01-68-23 [0]-8-8) d d?d vs? 
Turn {wr + 2We, 2. uir? > el il os aa (ae al) 1 (S) 
2 
if we observe that 1s,» — 1 (s t Gr) ) We might easily extend the principles of these 


summations, but it is better to make use of the results to which we have already arrived, for the 
solution of our second problem. 


(IL) We proposed, first, to find general expressions for the polar functions uv, w, which 
enter as coefficients into the developments (‘T’’’), and to examine what negative powers they 
contain of the sine of the polar angle v; and secondly, to eliminate these negative powers, and so 
to transform the series (T"^) into others which shall contain none but positive powers of any 
variable quantity. The Ist. of these problems has been completely resolved by the discussions 
in which we have just been engaged. We have seen that the functions u®, w®, are of the form 


NS t t’ ,,tt-2—2t t) — t 1^ thiet, 6 
wu = X io Une. U m , w = X, Wry w . 20 , (T9) 


Xi denoting a summation with reference to ¢’ from /' — 0 to t =t; u, y, w, v, constants, which 
we have given general formulz to determine; and u, w, functions, which in the notation of (L’’’’) 


68. have for expressions 
| €.sin.(v —v') 


Te aene wg w= t A/(e.sin. v), (U®) 


v being thé polar angle, and e, P, v' constants which enter into the equations of the curves 
(M""), Substituting these values in the series (T^) which may be thus written, 
a= Xu rH. gar. X S wrth, ien] 


b= Z0 Werth H +r, 20 we” , y, 


and observing that as the negative powers of w are all odd, those of (sin. v) are all fractional, we : 
find the following transformed developments : 


LJ , t’ 
i oo . +1 tti p-t’ sın, (v >R ) 
a. — Xo,$ (ersin. vy t Buyo tane. (s v’. sin. v 


(V9) 


. " t 
o : T 2+1 , p-e ( BID. (v-v) 
+ Xo 0 (er sin. v) L X MEN 12-1, ts P cos. v y sin. v ? 


(We) 


. , v 
à M na o p~e (Sin. (v —') 
b= Zo) o (er sin. vy +t, Xo) Qoae P (= v'.gin.v 


* + P 
242 MLB or , p-e( Sin. (v—v’) 
t2 (er sin. vyti, X) o * War, t's P- (= v'.sin.v/ ' 


which have the advantage of exhibiting to the eye, the manner wherein the rectangular com- 
ponents a, b, of aberration at the mirror, depend on the polar components 7, v, of aberration at 


* [See note to (H).] 
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the caustic surface. To eliminate from these developments (W) the negative powers of (sin. v), 
without introducing those of any other variable, or the positive powers of any quantity which 
(like the z of the preceding problem) becomes infinite when the polar radius r assumes a par- 
ticular direction; let us resume the summations, expressed by the equations (H9). It results 
from those equations, or from the formule (C99), (F9), on which they were founded, that if, in 
order to begin with the greatest negative powers of (sin. v), we reject at first all but the greatest 
values of ?' in the developments (W), namely t —27-- 1 in a, and ?' —2r in b, and denote by 
a,, bı, the sums of the terms that remain, we shall have 


_ @F r.sin.(v—V) 4 Ew ww 
Wed Pose (t e ee tw 
in which 
“oot mii d?d d? d Ve.r.sin. (v — 9M? 
é=r.sin.o+ (Fo + (275) ) ( P . cos. v' ) ^ Sani; 


F, ®, having the same meanings as in the foregoing problem. To find the optical meaning of 
the binomial function (6), let us consider the points upon the plane of aberration for which that 
function vanishes. It is evident that at these points (sin.v) is small; if then we change 
r . sin (v — v’) to — r.sin. v, the condition 6 — 0 becomes by (Y 9) 


0 — sin. v + (SS + ( ats )) (Je, P7!, tan. 9^. 97, 


da? ` \da.db 
that is, in the notation of paragraph 61., 
27? C . sin. 9 - (AC — B?)r, (Z9) 


which, by the same paragraph, is the equation of the osculating circle to the section of the 
caustic surface; from which it follows, that in this approximation, the function (6) is, for any 
other point upon the plane of aberration, the distance of that point from the osculating circle 
just mentioned, measured in a direction parallel to the normal of the caustic surface. More 
accurately, if we put 
r.Sin.y — 9" .sin.v', m.sin.(v —v') —z" .sin.v', (A) 
æ", y", will be the oblique coordinates of the point r, v, referred to two axes* in the plane of 
aberration, of which one touches the caustic surface at the focus of the given ray, while the 
other is inclined to this tangent at an angle — v'; and the equation (Y®) will become 

=y" .sin.v' — (455) a4, (B) 
which shews that (€) vanishes for the points of a parabola, which has its diameter parallel to the 
axis of y”, and has contact of the second order with the section of the caustic surface; and that 
for any other point upon the plane of aberration, (8) is equal to the distance from this parabola 
measured in a direction parallel to its own diameter, and then projected upon the normal. If, 
therefore, in the developments (W), we change 7. sin. v, r . sin. (v — v"), to their values y’’. sin. v’, 
æ" . sin. v' (A); if we then eliminate y”. sin. v’, by changing it, in virtue of (B®), to the binomial 


e (A=) us 


and develope every fractional power of this binomial according to the ascending powers of 2"', 
and the descending powers of 6, we see that the new developments will contain no negative 


* [The axis of x” is the negative axis of x’, and the axis of y" is inclined to the axis of z' at an angle v'.] 
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powers of this latter variable, except those which arise from the terms that we rejected in 
effecting the summations (X): and I am going to shew, that if in place of the parabola 6 — 0, 
which has contact of the second order with the section of the caustic surface, we take that 
section itself, whose equation referred to the coordinates (a, y") is of the form 6’ =0, in which * 


oo gr" 6 LL UL n 3 , 
=e- Zao [ojea( na qe m (y^ — yo’) sin. v, (00) 


Yo being the ordinate of the section, and 6’ the distance from that curve, measured in a direction 
parallel to the axis of y”, and then projected on the normal; it is sufficient to change the 
fractional powers of y'".sin.v' to those of 6’+yo’.sin.v’, in order to obtain developments for 
a and b, which shall satisfy the condition of the question, containing no negative powers of any 
variable quantity, but only positive and integer powers and products of 2" and of y6”. 

To demonstrate this theorem, let us resume the equations (G?), putting them by (U'9), (A?) 
under the form 


eP-!tan.v/.a" =a — F(a, b); e.sin.v'. y" =b? — 26b (a, D). (D) 
Conceive a parallel to the axis of y’’, drawn through the point æ”, y’’, upon the plane of aberration; 
this parallel will meet the section of the caustic surface in a point having for coordinates æ”, yo”, 
and the ray which has that point for focus will cross the perpendicular plane at the mirror in 
another point whose coordinates may be called ag, by; to determine these coordinates we have 
by (D®), 

eP- tan. s.a" = ao — Fo, esin. v' . yo’ = by? — 2d», (E?) 

Fy, ®o, representing for abridgment the functions F (ao, bo), ® (ao, bo); we have also, by the 
nature of yo”, 


ae) ( ae dF, d®y (ra) 


da” dyo” n _ da" dyo” H _ dho 
tat We ae a Oia (1m Fe di," dag’ 
from which it follows that the locus of the point do, bo, on the perpendicular plane at the mirror, 
has for tangent the right linet . 
d?d 
Ki a a d (7) 
b, = dy. ae d, tan. (v' + lr), (GM) 


and that we can develope dp, bo in series of the EA 
dag a’? d'ao x" 


a, = e P tan. v a" + 7755. t aoe 5-3 t fe 2 
5, P. v dy x 
b - —e6. P. tA P 


This being laid down, let us subtract (E) from (D); we find 


A _dh He quee ROMPE (a— a)" (b= bo)™ 
& Xs. dio mens UM is a (a— a)” (b—bo)™ 
p-o- =b- De = 77 (a- a) + Gy 0 — bo) * 2. dis end, [m] m’ 


* [For any point in the plane we have quis 
P P p v y [S ? 
¢-6=-— Zino [0]- " +3 sin v' (ree), og »*3] 
t [For a=b=0 (see pp. 69, 56, 62), 


Pac M Ty = -pB C= — cot v'.] 
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and therefore, by (F”), 


(6 hy mee 42,3, UM, (aam 6 - le 


dag" E db, i [m]™ , [m] 


z db, 
` da d"*" Fy (a— (a — ao)". (b — (b — b)" (7 
FIDES dash [mp Emi] m 
dao 


in which m +m >1, 
dmim’ Fo M dmm emn" ay” by” 
day". diy" 7 ^ dame mink” Gn [m 
qup * quere p^ A. T 
dag" dbo" 7 P qutm diee rp perge 
a, b, being supposed to vanish after the differentiations in these second members: and it is easy 
to see that by means of these equations we can develope a — as, b — by, and therefore also a, b, 
according to the positive integer powers and products of z'", /6'.* With respect to the coefficients 
of these developments, they may be calculated by differentiating the equations that we have just 
established; they may also be deduced from the coefficients of the series (‘T’’’), by relations which 
will be elsewhere indicated. T 
In the mean time let us remark, that instead of measuring the distance from the caustic 
section in a direction parallel to the axis of y", we may measure it parallel to any other line 
upon the plane of aberration. If for instance, to simplify our remaining calculations, we resume 
the rectangular coordinates z', y', of which the former is a tangent, and the latter a normal to 
the section; if from the point (z', y’) we draw a line parallel to this normal, and denote by 
9 , Yo , the coordinates of the point where this line meets the section, and by 6 the intercepted 


portion, so that 


(L?) 


a — s =0, y —yo —8; (M?) 
if also we call ao, bo, the coordinates of the point in which the ray that passes through (æo, yo ) 
is crossed by the perpendicular plane at the mirror; we shall have the equations 

| dat dmm a’ qm b" 


a "da .04- X. ' da^ .G db" [m]"' [m']* J” , 


dmim y' am pm (S) 68. 
du X. da". div [m] n [m] 
, _ det’ doimo am o bw 
av = Ta Wt 3n di [mq [mi]? "mi 
A amry aP bt vr 
Yo = 'da™ ,db™ ' [m]  [m']* " 
_ dao da d"*"'ay  (a—aoj^ (b — boy" 
0z da, . (a ~ do) T dbo . (b d bo) TE. i anl ‘ [m]" " [m^] 5 js 
sae dy’ rd dyo nb. / d (a — ao)" — a)" (b— boy" 
ò= da: (a — ao) + db, ' (b — bo) +. dam dia d" [P Um 
dey dy) day dye (P9) 
day’ dbo dbp ` day’ 
* [See Appendix, Note 3, p. 465.] t [There is no further reference to this.] 
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in which m+ m’ > 1; and by these equations we can change the developments (T"") 68. into 
series of the form* 


da da g? da 4 
a= ay Hin JB ot gw dya” Vote. 
_ a Ce di (Q”) 


which contain no negative powers of any variable quantity, and which we are going to apply to 
the solution of the succeeding problems. 

(III.) We must be more brief in the discussion of these remaining problems, namely to 
transform the integral expressions of the preceding paragraph, and to effect the double integra- 
tions within the limits of the present. Applying to the series (Q0) the geometrical and optical 
reasonings of 68., we find for the quantities A, S'», Q9, which were there represented by the 
developments (D’’’’), (E^), (F^, the following transformed expressions :+ 

D S . da! . dy’ Q. T dy | 
ase SfE ofe (Ra) 
in which 6 is, as in (M®), the distance of any assigned point 2', y’ upon the plane of aberration 
from the section of the caustic surface, measured in a direction parallel to the normal of that 
curve; and D, S, Q, are rational and integer functions of z' and 8, or of æ and y’, which when those 
variables vanish, that is, at the focus of the given ray, reduce themselves to the following values: 


AV . pi. pa, pi. pa, AV. pi. pa 
D2———: S= ; = ——; So 
mun IO. €* aio "m 
A“), p1, p2, ?, C, having the same meanings as in 68. If then we integrate the two last of these 
expressions (R™) within the double limits afforded by the equations 
8-0, +y =r, (T9) 
of which the former represents the caustic section, and the latter the circular circumference, we 
shall have the required expressions for the quantities that we denoted by S”, Q^, at the be- 
ginning of the present paragraph. 1 
(IV.) To effect these double integrations, let us put the functions S, Q, under the forra 
B= > Sn 4.0", Qui X .Qu uam. 5v, (U) 


and let us change the differential product dz'.dy' to da’ .dé, which is permitted, because in 
forming this product y’ varies independently of a’. In this manner the expressions (R?) become 


[22 và [ sav, [ 24/8 f Qax, 


in which em nd 
| Oey M: ics oai 3 
m 1 
+1 +1 (V9) 
am toy ^ 
[ Qa« - 3.0... x ine DAN. f 
m+1 
* [See Appendix, Note 3, p. 465.] 
+ [See Appendix, N ote 7, p. 472.] 
1 [p. 63.] 
HMP 1 II 
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æ, a, being the extreme values of æ’, corresponding to any given value of ò, that is, the 
abscissz of the points where the little circular circumference is crossed by any given parallel to 
the section of the caustic surface. To determine these values, we have the equation 

a24 (y By or (Wo) 


yo being the ordinate of the section, and r the radius of the circle: and putting this equation 
under the form 
a’? + yo? = 8% —2y'8, in which à' = + Vr? — è, (X?) 
‘we can, by Laplace's theorem, develope x’ according to the positive integer powers of 6, 8’, the 
term of least dimension being 9'7*i; from which it follows that the integrals (V?) may be put 
under the form 
Í Sda! = 28 S' =23,. ',, 9 WH 
(Yo) 
[Qa« = 25 Q 222. Qn, 
in which Ag 
- K'o 0 = Soo,  Q'o,o = Qoo, (Z9) 
So,o, Qo, o, being the values of S, Q, assigned by the formule (S?). Multiplying (Y?) by 2d yò, 
integrating with reference to ô from 8 — 0 to 6 — r, and putting for abridgment 


Tow = [ E el = 2?)n'+4 yZ, (A9) 
0 
we find finally 
gn = 4d X Su Do m, 
(B®), 
Q” = 413.X. Qn, n Ln, w. rtn; 
and therefore when we suppose r infinitely small, 
in 
Sàn = AS', o. Doo. (dr) = Ime er f .NT—2. d yz, 
iNO 0 (c9) 


(w Pn 
Qn = 4Q', o. I o (dr) = 3 Pi Pn (dr) MIPTETA 

ivi 0 
values which satisfy the relation (R"") at the beginning of the present paragraph; and which 
shew, by the principles there laid down, that the density at the caustic surface * is proportional 

to the following expression: 

Aw A" : 1: pa, 
$4O 
that is, in passing from one point to another upon such a surface, or from a point upon one 
caustic surface to a point upon the other, the density of the reflected light varies directly as the 
density at the mirror multiplied by the product of the two focal distances, and inversely as the 


(D®) 


* [Diffraction phenomena restrict the physical importance of the calculation by geometrical methods of 
density in the neighbourhood of a caustic surface (cf. 76.), but from a geometrical point of view we have here a 
definition of the “ density” of a congruence at a focus, the density on a given surface (e.g. the perpendicular plane 
at the mirror) being assigned. In fact, this “density” may be defined as the limit of the quotient obtained by 
dividing by 7$ the number of rays passing through a circle of radius r, lying in the plane of aberration and having 
its centre at the focus.] 


www.rcin.org.pl 


69-71] I THEORY OF SYSTEMS OF RAYS 83 


difference of these distances multiplied by the square root of the radius of curvature of the 
caustic curve.* We see also that the definite integral (Q"'^), which represents the area of the 
heartshaped curve that we considered in 68., is equal to the first term of the development (B®) 
for SO, 


TI = 487? P3, tan. v'. i WN bed CEL gd Aer (E®) 
0 


on which account we may call that curve a pyenoid, t because if r be given, its area is proportional 
to the density at the caustic surface divided by the density at the mirror. 


70. The expression that we have just found for the density at a caustic surface, becomes 
infinite in two cases, which require to be considered separately; namely, first when 2 = 0, that 
is, at the intersection of the two caustic surfaces, which, as I have shewn, reduces itself to a 
finite number of isolated points, the principal foci of the system; and secondly, when C = 0, 
that is, when the radius of curvature of the caustic curve vanishes. A point at which this latter 
circumstance takes place, is in general a cusp upon the caustic curve; and the locus of these 
points forms in general a curve consisting of two branches, each of which is a sharp edge on one 
of the two caustic surfaces. These cusps are also connected by remarkable relations, with the 
pencils to which the caustic curves belong; on which account we shall reserve the investigation 
of the density at such a cusp, until we come to treat more fully of the developable pencils of the 
system. 


71. Let us then consider the points where the interval (7) vanishes, that is, let us investigate 
an expression for the density at a principal focus. In this case we have by the XIIth. section, 
the following approximate formulz»: 

æ= Ao? + 2Baf + C8?, =— pa, 

y = Ba? + 2CaB + Dg?, ied: 
(a, y) being the coordinates of the point in which the near ray intersects the plane of aberration; 
(a, b) the coordinates of the point in which it intersects the perpendicular plane at the mirror; 
(p) the focal length or interval between these two planes; (a, 8) the cosines of the angles which 
the near ray makes with the axes of (z) and (y) the given ray being the axis of (z); and 
(A, B, C, D) coefficients calculated in 62., which have not the same meanings here, as in the 
four preceding paragraphs. These formule give, by elimination of @, the following biquadratic . 
equation, 

Fp".g*—282.(2(B* — AC) (By — Cx) - (AD — BO) (Ay — Bz)) + (Ay — Bae} =0, (G9) 
in which F” =(AD — BO} —4(B*— AC)(C? — BD); when F” is negative, that is, when the 
principal focus is inside the little ellipses of aberration, 62., this biquadratic (G9) has two of its 
roots real, and the other two imaginary; but when F” is positive, that is, when the principal 
focus is outside those ellipses, then the roots are either all real, or all imaginary; so that in the 
first case, any given point (#, y), near the focus, will have two rays passing through it; whereas, 
in the second case, it will either have four such rays or none. As these two cases are thus 
essentially distinct, it will be convenient to consider them separately; let us therefore begin by 
investigating the density in the case where the principal focus is inside the little ellipses of 
aberration. 


(F9) 


* [See 61. for this radius of curvature.] 
+ [mvxvés=thick, dense. | 
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Ist. Case. F’’ <0. 


72. In this case, if we consider any rectangle upon the plane of aberration, having for its 
four corners, 
Ist. x, y; 2d. w+da,y; 3d. æ, y+dy; 4th. æ +de, y - dy; 
the rays that pass inside this little rectangle are diffused over two little parallelograms on the 
perpendicular plane at the mirror, the corners of the one being 


da db 
lst. a, b, 2d. a + Ty 05 b + Tg de 


da db da da db db 
3d. tta dy, duo dy, 4th. 23; eet a . dy, bu veel . dy, 
and those of the other being composed in a similar manner of a’, b’; a, b, a’, b’, being the two 
points in which the two rays that pass through the point (#, y) are crossed by the perpendicular 
plane at the mirror. The areas of these little parallelograms, have for expressions 


(s. db da 2). Fs (2. di da’ =). ET 
dy'dz da’ dy dy' de  de' dy Hh 
and they are equal to one another, because b’ = — b, a’ 2 — a; also the area of the little rectangle 


on the plane of aberration is dz.dy; if then we denote by A the density at the mirror, the 
density at the point (z, y) will be nearly 

da db da db 

AW = 2A W) (E: scam dy) 

and it remains to calculate the coefficient in the second member. For this purpose, I observe 

that in general, when any four quantities a, b, æ, y, are connected by two relations, so that a, b, 

are funetions of z, y, and reciprocally, their partial differentials are connected by the following 


relation, 


(H9) 


da db da db\/dy dæ dy dæ ; ii 

(ap da” da dy) (de d; db da) am 
it is sufficient therefore to calculate 2. a+ dh A Now, the equations (F®) give 

40. dæ = (Aa + Bb). da + (Ba + Cb) . db, 

4p”. dy = (Ba + Cb). ua + (Ca + Db). db, 

dy dx dy dx 
A [99 Se ee ELA 2 
l.p (Z T d ds) (Ba + Ob) — (Aa + Bb) (Ca + Db) 
= p? . (Ba + Of)? — (4a + BB) (Ca + DB); 

and if we put (Ba + CB — (Aa + B8) (Ca + DB) 2 M, we have by the same equations 


M . a= (Ba + 0B). y — (Ca + DB). a, | (K9) 
M.B=(Ba+ OB) .& — (Aa + BB). y; 
we have therefore j 
Ame TE, M=W/{(By— Oo) + (Ay — Be) (De— Cy). (L®) 


It results from this expression, that when the principal focus is inside the little ellipses of 
aberration considered in 62., there exists another remarkable series of ellipses upon the plane 


of aberration, determined by the equation 
M = const. (M®) 
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and possessing this characteristic property that along every such ellipse the density of the re- 
flected light is constant. The ellipses of this series (M®) are all concentric and similar, having 
their common centre at the principal focus, and having their axes situated on two remarkable 
lines, which are perpendicular to each other and to the given ray, and form with that ray three 
natural axes of coordinates passing through the principal focus. 


73. Suppose then that we have taken for our axes of coordinates, the three natural axes 
just mentioned, the ray from which the aberrations are to be measured being still the axis of z; 
we shall have the relation 


AD- BC «0, (N9) 
and the expression for the density at a point (r, v) upon the plane of aberration will become 
Mcd LA pE T (0®) 
~ J((I* — AC). sin? v + (C? - BD). cos? v}’ 


in which B?— AC, C? — BD, will both be positive, and proportional to the squares of the semi- 
axes of the ellipses of uniform density. Multiplying this expression by r. dr . dv, and integrating 
from r — 0 to r— r, and from v=0 to v= 2r, we find for the whole number of the near reflected 
rays that pass within a small given distance (r) from the focus, the following approximate formula : 


2 dv 
(a) = 2A), p? AB RNA S AE U Y acei anin 
J AAE p /{(B? — AC).sin? v + (C?— BD).cos? v] ' 
a transcendental of known form, which can be calculated either by elliptic arcs or by series. 
And if we denote this transcendental by T, and reason as in 69., we find the following ex- 
pression for the density at the focus* itself, as compared with the density at another point of 
the same kind, 


T 


(Pe) 


A9 = A, p. T. (Q9) 


IId. Case. FSO; 


74. Let us now consider the case where F” > 0, that is, where the prineipal focus is outside 
the little ellipses, 62. In this case the points in which the near reflected rays intersect the 
plane of aberration, are all comprised within the angle formed by the two limiting lines (Y’’), 
62., namely, the common tangents to those ellipses of aberration; and if we take the bisector 
of this angle for the axis of z, the relation (N9) will reappear,} and the equation of the limiting - 
lines will become | T 

P asc a ^r s 
a A0 -PATB T 
Moreover, the rays that pass inside any little rectangle dæ .dy, within the angle formed by these 
limiting lines, are at the mirror diffused nearly perpendicularly over four little parallelograms, 
2 
which are equal to one another, and have their sum — d , M being the same function as in 
72.; we have, therefore, for the density at the point z, y, the following approximate expression, 


w 92 
Ap E ie i (S9) 


* [Density at a principal focus is therefore defined as the limit of the quotient Q(?/2r, where Q is the 
number of rays passing through a circle of radius 7, lying in the plane of aberration and having its centre at the 
focus.] 

+ [In fact, M=0 is the equation of this pair of lines; cf. (E"^, p. 48.] 
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and the lines of uniform density are still given by the equation 

M = const., 
which now represents a series of concentric and similar hyperbolas, having the principal focus 
for their common centre, and the limiting lines of aberration for their common asymptotes. 
And if we multiply this expression for the density A,® by rdrdv, and integrate from r=0 to 
r=r, and from v=- v', to v=+v', v being the semiangle between the limiting lines, and 


consequently 
na S, (8) 
tan. =, [m ap: (T ) 


we find for the whole number of the near rays that pass within a given distance r from the focus 
[fae .rdrdv = 2A™., p?. rT, (U®) 


and, therefore, for the density at the focus itself as compared with that at another point of the 
same kind, 
A® = AW), PT, (Ve) 
T, denoting the transcendental 
Pi Í vi i dv 
' Jo V{(C?— BD).cos?v — (AC — B?), sin?v]' 
75. The preceding expressions may be put under other forms, some of which are simpler. 
Thus, if we still suppose the axes of coordinates to coincide with the natural axes determined by 
the equation (N®), so that the axis of the reflected system may be the axis of z, and the 
common transverse axis of the lines of uniform density the axis of æ; if also we denote by 
= the density of a point upon this latter axis, and by zl amu c 


(we) 


the density of a point upon 


the axis of y; we shall have by (O9) (S9) the following approximate expressions for the density 
at any other point upon the plane of aberration, 
aA ye 
(gat gn) Ar esinta), (Xe) 
r, v being the polar coordinates of the point, and e the excentricity of the ellipses or hyperbolas* 
at which the density is constant; and the formule (Q9) (V) for the density at the principal 
focus become 


T 


ae aa’, [ — 
o (1— &.sin2v) 
| ; (xA) 
Ama’. | m 1 
4 o (1— &. sin2o)? | 


e being less than unity in the first and greater in the second. With respect to the value of 
this excentricity, it is equal to the cosecant of the imaginary or real angle v' determined by the 
formula (T®); it is also connected with the position of the ellipses of aberration, 62., by this 
remarkable relation, that the segments into which the principal focus divides that diameter of 
such an ellipse upon which it is situated, are proportional to the squares of the semiaxes of the 
lines of uniform density; in such a manner, that when the principal focus is situated at the 
A? p A 

a” * 


* [In the case of the hyperbolas, e? denotes 
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centre of the ellipses of aberration, the excentricity e vanishes, and the lines of uniform density 
become a series of concentric circles; and when on the contrary, the principal focus is on the 
circumference of the ellipses of aberration, then e becomes equal to unity, and the lines of 
uniform density become a set of rectilinear parallels to the axis of y, which axis in this case 
coincides with the common tangent to the little ellipses of aberration, drawn through the 
principal focus. When this latter circumstance happens, the two expressions (Y®) for the 
density at this principal focus, coincide with one another, and become 


A = 0; (9) 


o COS. V 


in this case therefore, we should be obliged to have recourse to new calculations, and to intro- 
duce the consideration of aberrations of the third order. We may remark that the quantity F”, 
the sign of which distinguishes between the two chief cases of aberration from a principal focus, 
becomes = 0, in the case which we have just been considering; and since, by Section XIL, the 
sign of this quantity F” determines also the nature of the roots of the cubic equation 


y 

qui de o3. qa y dat dy +3. s 
which by the same section assigns the directions of spheric inflexion upon the surfaces of 
constant action, and of focal inflexion on the osculating focal mirror; it follows that in the 
present case this cubie equation has two of its roots equal, and therefore that two of the 
directions of focal or of spheric inflexion coincide. With respect to the value of these equal 
roots, we have from our present choice of the coordinate planes the equations A = 0, B -- 0, and 


diy d'y : f 
therefore by 62., t =0, dacdy" 0: thus the cubic equation becomes 


diy 
Bae gyn ded + Gs dy 


from which it follows that the two directions of inflexion which coincide with one another are 


contained in the plane of zz, that is, in a plane passing through the axis of the reflected system, 
and cutting perpendicularly the lines of uniform density. 


76. Many other remarks remain to be made, in order to illustrate and complete the theory . 
of the present section; but as we shall have occasion, in treating of refracted systems, to resume 
this theory under a more general point of view, we shall only here add, that the function which 
we have called the density, may differ sensibly in many instances from the observed intensity 
of light; because in calculating this function, we have abstracted from all physical causes not 
included in that fundamental law of catoptries, which is expressed by our original equation, 


cos. pl + cos. p'l = 2 cos. I . cos. nl, (A), 1.: 
or in the resulting formula 


da. dy? + dy? — 0, 
pa Ga dy = 


ada + Bdy+ydz=dV, 

. &, B, y being the cosines of the angles which the ray passing through the point æ, y, z makes with 
the axes of coordinates, and V the characteristic function. To distinguish therefore that mathe- 
matical affection of the system to which the preceding calculations relate, from the physical 


intensity of which it is an element, we may giret to it a separate name, and call it the Geometrical 
Density. 


www.rcin.org.pl 


